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ADVENTURES 


OF 
GIL BLAS of Santillane. 
BOOK VI. 
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The amours of Gil Blas and dame Lorena Scphora, 
wma Went then to Xelva, to make reſti- 
7 BY tution of the three thouſand ducats, 
2 > 2 which we had ſtole from Samuel 
/ 72 W Simon: and I will freely own, 
Wee 2s that I was tempted on the road 
WO I, to convert the money to my own 
— uſe, in order to begin my ſteward- 
ſhip under happy auſpices. This I might have 
done with impunity ; for, had I travelled five or 
fix days, and then returne?, as if I had acquitted 


myſelf of my I, Don Alphonſo and his 
Vor. III. : B father 
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father would never have ſuſpected my fidelity. I 
did not yield, however, to the temptation, which 
I ſurmounted like a lad of honour: a victory not 
a little commendable in a young fellow, who had 
aſſociated with great cheats, There are a great 
many, who, though acquainted with honeſt people 
only, are not ſo ſcrupulous; thoſe, eſpecially, 


who are entruſted with ſums which they may 


keep, without intereſting their reputation. 

Having made reſtiturion to the merchant, who 
expected nothing leſs, I returned to the caſtle of 
Leyva, which the count de Polan left, and ſet 
out again for Toledo, with Julia and Don Fer- 
nand. I found my new maſter more captivated 
than ever with Seraphina, his Seraphina enchanted 
by him, and Don Cæſar charmed with the poſſeſ- 
ſion of them both: I endeavoured to gain the 
friendihip of that tender father, and ſucceeded : I 
became ſteward of the family, regulated every 
thing in it, received money from the farmers, diſ- 
burſed for the expence of houſe-keeping, and had 
a deſpotic power over all the ſervants, But, con- 
trary to the uſual practice of ſtewards, I did not 
abuſe my power, I did not turn away thoſe do- 
meſtics who diſpleaſed me, nor expected that the 
reſt ſhould be entirely devoted to my will : if 


they addreſſed themſelves directly to Don Cæſar, or 


his ſon, when they wanted any favour, far from 
thwarting their intereſt, I always ſpoke in their 
behalf; beſides, the marks of affection which I 
every moment received from my maſters, inſpired 
me with zeal for their ſervice ; and I had nothing 
but their intereſt in view. There was no leger- 
demain in my adminiſtration; and I was ſuch a 
ſteward as is not every day to be met with. 
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GIL BLAS. 3 

While I enjoyed the happineſs of my condition, 
Love, as if he had been jealous of what fortune 
had done for me, had a mind that I ſhould owe 
ſome favours to him alſo ; and produced in the 
heart of dame Lorenga Sephora, chief waiting- 
woman to Seraphina, a violent inclination for 
maſter ſteward. My conqueſt (to relate things 
like a faithful hiſtorian) glanced upon her fiftieth 
year; but a lively look, an agreeable countenance, 
and two fine eyes, which ſhe knew how to uſe 
to the beſt advantage, might be ſaid to make her 
Nil! paſs for the object of an intrigue : I could have 
wiſhed only for a few roſes in her complexion, for 
ſhe was extremely pale; a circumſtance which I 
did not fail to attribute to the auſterity of cele- 
bacy. 

The lady practiſed upon me a long time, by 
looks, in which her paſſion was painted : but in- 
ſtead of anſwering her glances, I at firſt ſeemed 
not to perceive her deſign; by which behaviour, 
I appeared to her as a novice in gallantry ; a dif- 
covery that ſhe did not diſlike. Imagining, there- 
fore, that ſhe ought no longer to confine herſelf to 
the language of the eyes, with a young man whom 
ſhe believed leſs knowing than he was ; during 
the very firſt converſation we had together, ſhe 
declared her ſentiments in form, that I might not 
be ignorant of them for the future, This ſhe per- 
formed like one who had been at ſchool, She 
feigned to be diſconcerted while ſhe ſpoke to me, 
and after having freely expreſſed all that ſhe had 
to ſay, hid' her face, to make me believe that 
ſhe was aſhamed of letting me ſee her weakneſs, 
There was no reſiſting; and though I was deter- 
mined more by vanity than incl:nation, I ſhewed 


= myſelf very ſenſible of her affection: I even af- 


* 
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feed to be urgent, and acted the paſſionate lover } 


ſo well, that I attracted her reproaches. Lorenga 


reproved me, but with ſo much gentleneſs, that 


while ſhe recommended moderation to me, ſhe 
ſeemed not at all ſorry that J wanted it. I ſhould 
have puſhed things till farther, if the beloved ob- 
je& had not been afraid of giving me a bad opi- 
nion of her virtue, by granting me a victory too 
cheap. We therefore parted till another occaſion ; 
Sephora, perſuaded that her falſe reſiſtance made 
me look upon her as a veſtal, and I, elevated with 
the ſweet hope of bringing the adventure ſoon to 
a conclufion, * 
My affairs were in this ſituation, when one of 
Don Cæſar's lacquies, told me a piece of news 
which moderated my joy. This young fellow was 


one of thoſe curious domeſtics, who make it their 


buſineſs to diſcover what paſſes in the family. As 
he was very aſſiduous in paying his court to me, 
and regaled me every day with ſomething new; 


he came one morning, and told me, that he had 


made a pleaſant diſcovery, which he would com- 
municate to me, on condition that I ſhould keep 


it ſecret; becauſe it regarded dame Lorenca Se- 


phora, whoſe reſentment (he ſaid) he was afraid 
of incurring, I was too eager to hear what he 
had to ſay, not to promiſe 'ſecrecy ; but withour 
ſeeming to be in the leaſt concerned, I aſked him, 


with all the indifference I could affect, what the 


diſcovery was with which he intended to entertain 
me. Lorenga, (ſaid he) every evening, pri- 
vately admits into her apartment the ſurgeon of 
the village, a very ſtout young fellow, and the 


rogue always remains with her a conſiderable time. - 


I am willing to believe (added he, with a mali- 
cious ſ{miic) that this behaviour may be very 
inno- 
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innocent ; but you muſt allow, that a young man, 
who ſlips ſo myſteriouſly into a maid's chamber, 
gives a handle to Scandal to be very free with her 
character.“ | 
Although this report gave me as much pain, as 
if 1 had been actually in love, I took care to con- 
ceal my vexation; I even conſtrained myſelf ſo 
much, at to laugh at the news that pierced me to 
the very ſoul, But I indemnified myſelf for that 
conſtraint, as ſoon as I ſaw myſelf alone. I 
curſed, I ſwore, and muſed upon the reſolution I 
ſhould take. Sometimes, deſpiſing Lorenza, I pro- 
poſed to abandon her, without even deigning to 
come to an explanation with the coquette; and 
ſometimes, imagining that I was bound in honour 
to baniſh the ſurgeon from the houſe, I formed the 
deſign of challenging him to ſingle combat : this 
laſt reſolution prevailed : I lay in ambuſh towards 
the evening, and ſure enough perceived my man 
enter with a myſterious air into the apartment of 
my duenna. This was neceſſary to ſupport my 
fury: I went out of the caſtle, and poſted myſelf 
on the road by which the gallant muſt return: 
here I waited for him without flinching, and every 
moment the defire of fighting with him increaſed, 
At length, my enemy appeared, and I went for- 
wards ſome yards like a drawcanſir; but I don't 
know how the devil it happened, I found myſelf 
all of a ſudden ſeized, like one of Homer's he- 
roes, with an emotion of fear that arreſted my 
ſteps ; and I ſtood as much confounded as Paris, 
waen he preſented himſelf to fight Menelaus. I 
began to conſider my man, who ſeemed ſtrong and 
vigorous ; and his ſword appeared to be of an ex- 
ceſſive length. All this had its effect upon me; 
nevertheleſs, out of a point of honour, or other- 
| wiſe, 
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wiſe, though I ſaw the danger with magnifying 
eyes; and in ſpite of nature, which made obſti- 
nate efforts to deſiſt, I had the boldneſs to advance 
towards the ſurgeon, and unſheath my rapier. 
Surpriſed at my action, he cried, What is the 
matter, Gil Blas? what is the meaning of theſe 
demonſtrations? You are pleaſed to be merry, I 
ſuppoſe.” © No, Mr. Barber, (I replied) you are 
miſtaken; I am in a very ſerious humour, and 
vant to know whether or not you are as brave as 
gallant. You muſt not expect that I will let you 
poſſeſs in tranquillity the favours of the lady whom 
you viſit at the caſtle,” «© By St, Come! (ſaid 
the ſurgeon, burſting into a loud laugh) here is a 
pleaſant adventure, Egad, appearances are very 
deceitful.” From theſe words, imagining that he 
was as little inclined to fight as I was, I became 
more inſolent, and ſaid, Friend, that won't paſs ; 
don't think that I will be ſatisfied with a ſimple 
denial.” I fee then, (anſwered he) that I ſhall 
be obliged to ſpeak, in order to prevent the miſ- 
chief which might happen to you or me; and I 
muſt reveal a ſecret, although people of our pro- 
fefſion cannot be too diſcreet. If Dame Lorenza 
admits me by ſtealth into her apartment, it is with 
a view of concealing her diſtemper from the ſer- 
vants ; ihe has an inverate cancer in her back, 
which I dreſs every evening, This is the cauſe of 
the vifits which alarm you; ſo that you may 
henceforth keep your heart at eaſe. Though (added 
he) it you are not ſatisfied with this declaration, 
but abſolutely bent upon coming to points, ſpeak 
the word; I am your man.” So ſaying, he drew 
his long rapier, which made me ſhiver ;z and put 
himſelf upon his guard. Enough, (ſaid 1 to 


GIL BLAS. 7 
him, ſheathing my ſword) I am not a brute, to 
retuſe to hear reaſon : after what you have told 
me, you are no longer my enemy; let us embrace. 
At this diſcourſe, which ſhewed him that 1 was 
not ſuch a devil as I at firſt appeared to be, he 
laughed, put up his rapier, gave me his hand; 
and, in ſhort, we parted the beſt friends in the 
world. 

From that moment, Sephora preſented nothing 
but diſagreeable ideas to my imagination: I avoided 
every opportunity ſhe gave me of converſing with 
her in private; and that with ſuch care and af- 
fectation, that ſhe perceived my diſguſt. Aſto- 
niſhed at ſuch a change, ſhe reſolved to know the 
cauſe ; and at length, finding an occafion to ſpeak 
with me apart, Mr. Steward, (ſaid ſhe) pray 
tell me, why you avoid the ſight of me? "Tis 
true, I made ſome advances, but you made ſuitable 
returns. Recollect, if you pleaſe, the private con- 
verſation we had together: you was then all fire, 
but now you are all ice, What is the meaning 


; of all this? This was a very delicate queſtion 


for a plain man; conſequently, it embaraſſed me 
not a little. I don't remember the anſwer which 
I made; but it diſpleaſed very much, and that 
was enough. Sephora, though by her ſweet, mo- 
deit air, one would have taken her for a lamh, 


was a very tygreſs when her wrath egy . 


« I thought (ſaid ſhe, darting at me a Jook full 
of ſpite and rage) that I did a great deal of honour 
to a little fellow like you, in diſcovering to him 
thoſe ſentiments which noble cavaliers would have 
gloried in exciting: but I am juſtly puniſhed for 
having unworthily abaſed them to a wretched ad- 
venturer, Had ſhe ſtopped here, I ſhould have 
thought myſelf cheaply quit. Her W 
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dient to her fury, honoured me with an hundred 


epithets, every one more bitter than another. 1 
ought to have heard them in cold blood, and re- 


flected, that in diſdaining the triumph of her vir- 


tue, which I had attempted, I committed a crime 


that no woman can forgive, But I was too paſ- 


fionate to bear reproaches, at which a ſenſible man, 
in my place, would have laughed: and my pa- 
tience forſaking me, Madam, (ſaid I) we ought 
not to deſpiſe any body: if thoſe noble cavaliers, 
of whom you ſpeak, had ſeen your back, I am 


ſure their curioſity would have proceeded no far- 
I had no ſooner uttered this repartee, 
than the furious duenna gave me the rudeſt box 
on the ear, that ever an affronted woman be- 
ſtowed. 


would certainly have fallen upon my carcaſe. 


I thanked heaven, when I found myſelf extri- 


cated out of this troubleſome affair ; and imagined 


I had nothing more to fear, ſince the lady had re- 


venged kerſelf, I thought that, for her own ho- 
nour, ſhe would never mention the adventure: 
and indeed, fifteen days elapſed before I heard any 
thing of the matter, I myſelf began to forget it, 
when I underſtood that Sephora was ill: I was 
humane enough to be afflited at the news: I pi- 
tied the lady ; and believing that, not being able to 
overcome a paſſion ſo ill requited, ſhe had fallen a 
victim to her unhappy love; I reflected with ſor- 


row, that I was the cauſe of her indiſpoſition, and 


at leaſt lamented the duenna, if I could not love 
How much was I miſtaken in my opinion ! 
her tenderneſs changed into hate ; and at that time, 
her whole ſtudy was to do me miſchief. 


Ore 


I did not wait for a ſecond ; but, by a 
. ſpeedy flight, avoided a ſhower of blows, that 
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GIL BLAS, 9 
One morning being alone with Don Alphon- 
ſo, and obſerving that young gentleman penſive 
and ſad, I begged, in a reſpectful manner, to 
know the cauſe, © I am chagrined (ſaid he) to 
find Seraphina weak, ungrateful, and unjuſt, You 
are aſtoniſhed at this information, (added he, per- 
ceiving that I liſtened with ſurpriſe) and yet no- 
thing is more true, I don't know what cauſe you 
may have given dame Lorenza to hate you ; but I 
can aſſure you, that you are become ſo odious to 
her, that if you don't leave the caſtle with the ut- 
moſt diſpatch, her death, ſhe ſays, will be inevi- 
table, You ought not to doubt that Seraphina, 
who has a regard for you, at firſt revolted againſt 
a hate which ſhe could not gratify, without in- 
Juſtice and ingratitude, But in ſhort, ſhe is a 
woman: ſhe has a tender affection for Sephora, 
| who brought her up; and that gouvernante is a 
i 3 ſort of a mother to her, whoſe death ſhe would 
| reproach herſelf with, if ſhe was not weak enough 
to ſatisfy this her defire: as for my part, not- 
' 3 withſtanding the love that attaches me to Sera- 
phina, I ſhall never have the baſe complaiſance to 
adhere to her ſentiments on this ſubjeat, Periſh 
all the duennas in Spain, before 1 conſent to the 
removal of a young man whom I conſider more as 
a brother than a domeſtick.“ 
F Alphonſo having ſpoke thus, I ſaid to him, 
„ Sjpnior, I am born to be the ſport cf fortune: 
I thought ſhe would have ceaſed to perſecute me in 
your houſe, where every thing flattered me with 
quiet and happy days: but how agreeable ſoever 
my ſituation may be, I find I muſt give it up.“ 
Not at all! (cried the generous ſon of Don Cz- 
far ;) leave me to make Seraphina hear reaſon : it 
ſhall never be ſaid, that you have been ſacrificed to , 
Vol. III. Cc the 
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the caprice of a duenna, to whom too much con- 
ſideration has been paid in other reſpects. | 

« Sir, (ſaid I) you will only provoke Sera- 
phina, in reſiſting her will. I had much rather re- 
tire, than by a long ſtay in this place, run the 
riſk of breeding any diviſion between ſuch a happy 
pair: that would be a misfortune for which I 
ſhould never be conſoled.”” 

Don Alphonſo forbad me to take any ſuch reſo- 
Jution ; and I ſaw him ſo fixed in the defign of 
ſupporting me, that Lorenza would undoubtedly have 
met with a rebuff, if I had been minded to oppoſe 
her. At certain times, being piqued againſt the 
duenna, I was tempted to expoſe her; but when 
T came to ccnfider, that in revealing her ſhame, I 
ſhould ſtab the heart of a poor creature whoſe in- 
_ diſpoſition I was the occaſion of; and that two 

incurable diſtempers viſibly conducted her to the 
grave, my reſentment was changed into compaſ- 
ſion; and I concluded, that ſince I was ſuch a 
| dangerous mortal, I ought in conſcience to re-eſta- 
bliſh, by my retreat, the tranquillity of the caſtle, 
This reſolution I executed the very next morning 
before day, without bidding adieu to my two 
maſters, leſt, through friendſhip for me, they 
ſhould oppoſe my departure, I contented myſelf 
with leaving in my chamber a writing, wherein 
was contained an exact account of my admini- 
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CHAP, I. 


The fate of Gil Blas, after he quitted the caſtle of 
Leyva, and the happy conſequence that attended the 
bad ſucceſs of his amours, 


Was mounted on a good horſe of my own, 

with two hundred piſtoles in my portmanteau, 
the beſt part of which I had got by the banditti 
whom we ſlew, and the ſhare of the three thou- 
ſand ducats which had been ſtolen from Samuel 
Simon ; for Don Alphonſo, without making me 
reſtore what I had fingered, had made reſtitution 
of the whole ſum out of his own pocket, Where- 
fore, conſidering my effects as wealth become law=- 
ful, I enjoyed it without ſcruple. I was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a fund therefore, which did not allow 
me to be much concerned for the future, over and 
above the confidence which one of my age always 
has in his own merit : beſides, Toledo preſented 
an agreeable aſylum ; for I did not at all doubt that 
the Count de Polan would be pleaſed with an op- 
portunity of obliging one of his deliverers with a 
kind reception, and an apartment in his houſe. 
But this nobleman I looked upon as my laſt re- 
ſource, and reſolved, before I would apply to 
him, to ſpend part of my money in travelling 
through the kingdoms of Murcia and Grenada, 
which I longed particularly to fee, With this 
deſign, I ſet out for Almanſa, whence continuing 
my journey, I went from city to city, as far as 
Grenada, without meeting with any bad accident. 
Fortune, ſatisfied with having played me ſo many 
tricks, ſeemed willing at length to leave me in quiet 
but for all that, ſhe was then hatching a great many 
more, as will be ſeen in the ſequel, One of the 
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firſt perſons I met in the ſtreets of Granada, was 
Signior Don Fernand de Leyva, who was, as well 
as Don Alphonſo, ſon-in-law to the count de Po- 


lan. We were equally ſurpriſed at ſeeing one an- 


other in that place. Gil Blas, (cried he) how 
come you to be in this city? What buſineſs brings 
you hither ?** © Signior, (ſaid I) if you are 
aſtoniſhed to ſee me in this country, you will be 


much more ſo, when you hear the cauſe of my 


quitting the ſervice of Signior Don Cæſar and his 
ſon.”* Then I recounted all that had paſſed be- 
twcen Sephora and me, without the leaſt diſguiſe, 
He laughed heartily at the adventure; then grow- 


ing ſerious again, © Friend, (ſaid he) I offer you 
my mediation in this affair, and will write to my 


ſiſter-in-law, * By no mcans, Signior, (ſaid I, 
interrupting him) pray don't write ; for I did not 
leave the caſtle of Leyva with any intention to 


return. Make, if you pleaſe, another uſe of the re- 


gard you have for me ; and if any one of your friends 
has occaſion for a ſecretary or ſteward, I beg you 


will ſpeak to him in my favour, I dare aſſure 


you, that you will have no cauſe to repent of your 
recommendation.“ „“ With all my heart, (he re- 
plied) I will do what you deſire: I am come to 
Grenada to viſit an old aunt who is ſick, and 1 


ſhall ſtay here three weeks longer; at the end of 


which, I ſhall ſet out in my return to my caſtle of 


Lorqui, where I have left Julia, I lodge here, (added 


he, ſhewing me a houſe about an hundred yards 
from us) come and call for me ſome hours hence; 
by which time, perhaps, I ſhall have diſcovered 

ſome ſuitable poſt for you.“ | 
In effect, at our very next meeting, he ſaid, 
& The archbiſhop of Grenada, my kinſman and 
friend, wants a young man of letters, poſſeſſed of 
| a 
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2 good hand, to make fair copies of his writings : 
for he is a great author, has compoſed a great 
number of homilies, and ſtudies more every day, | 
which he pronounces with applauſe. As I believe [7 
you are ſuch an one as he wants, I propoſed you to | 
him, and he has promiſed to take you into his ſer- 
vice. Go, and preſent yourſelf to him, in my 
name; and you may judge, by the reception 
which you ſhall receive, whether or not I have 
ſpoke in your behalf, | 

This was juſt ſuch a place as I defired : where- 
fore, having dreſſed to the beſt advantage, in or- 
der to appear before that prelate, I repaired onę 
morning to the archbiſhop's palace. Here, was L 
to imitate the authors of romance, I would give 
a pompous deſcription of this epiſcopal palace of 
Grenada: I would enlarge upon the ſtructure of 
the building, extol the richneſs of the furniture, 
deſcribe the ſtatues and pictures, and not ſpare the 
reader the leaſt tittle of the ſtories they repreſented z 
but 1 ſhall content myſelf with obſerving, that it 
equalled the royal palace in magnificence. 

I found in the apartments a crowd of eccle- 
ſiaſticks, and gentlemen of the ſword, the greateſt 
part whereof were the officers of his grace : his 
almoners, his gentlemen, his uſhers, and valets de 
F chambre. The laity were, almoſt all, ſo ſuperbly 
'/ dreſſed, that one would have taken them for no- 
dilemen rather than domeſticks, by their haughty 
looks, and affectation of being men of conſe- 
quence, While I beheld them, I could not help 
laughing, and ridiculing them within myſelf, 
© Egad, (ſaid I) theſe people are very happy in 
bearing the yoke of ſervitude, without feeling it; 
for, in ſhort, if they felt it, I imagine that their 
dehaviour would be leſs aſſuming. Addreſſing 
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myſelf to a grave jolly perſonage, that ſtood at 
the door of the archbiſhop's cloſet, in order to 
open and ſhut it when there was occafion ; I aſked 
civilly, if I could not ſpeak with his grace. Wait, 
{ſaid he drily) *till his grace comes out to go to. 
maſs, and he will give you a moment's audience 
in paſſing. I armed myſelf with patience, and 
endeavoured to enter into converſation with ſome 
of the officers; but they began to examine me 
from head to foot, without deigning to ſpeak one 
Fyllable ; and then looked at one another, ſmiling 
with diſdain, at the liberty which Thad taken, to 
-mingle in their diſcourſe. I was, I own, quite 


diſconcerted at ſeeing myſelf treated in this man- 


mer by valets; and had ſcarce recollected myſelf 


from the confuſion in which I was, when the 
cloſet-door opened, and the archbiſhop appeared. 


Immediately a profound filence prevailed among 
his officers, who, all of a ſudden, laid aſide their 
inſolent carriage, and aſſumed a reſpectful look in 


"Preſence of their maſter. This prelate was in his 


Axty and ninth year, pretty much of the make of 


my uncle the canon Gil Perez; that is, plump 


and ſhort: he was very much bandy-legged into the 
bargain, and ſo bald, that he had only a ſmall tuft 


of hair remaining on the back part of his head; 


for which reaſon, he was obliged to cover his head 


- th a fine woolen cap with long ears. In ſpite of 


all that, I obferved in him the air of a man of 


- quality; doubtle's, becauſe I knew him to be one, 
We common. people look upon all your great no- 
blemen with a prepoſſeſſion that often gives them 


an air of greatneſs which nature has refuſed. 
The archbiſhop immediately advancing towards 
me, aſked what I wanted, with a voice-full of 


ſwWeetneſs; and I told him, that I was the young 


man 


0 1-L 8LAS, I5 


man of whom Don Fernand de Levya had ſpoke 


to him. He gave me no time to proceed; but 
cried, O! you are the perſon then of whom he 
ſpoke ſo handſomely, I retain you in my ſervice : 
you are a valuable acquiſition. You may ſtay 
where you are.“ So ſaying, he went out, ſup- 
ported by two uſhers, after having heard ſome 
clergymen, who had ſomething to communicate. 
Scarce was he out of the room, when the ſame 


officers who difdained my converſation, now 


courted it, They ſurrounded me, and with the 


utmoſt complaiſance expreſſed their joy, at ſeeing 


me become a commenſal officer of the palace. 
Having heard what their maſter ſaid to me, they 
had a longing deſire to know on what footing 
I was retained : but I was ſo malicious as to baulk 
their curioſity, in revenge for their contempt, 

His grace returning in a little time, made me 
follow him into his cloſet, that he might talk with 
me in private. I concluded, that his deſign in ſo 
doing, was to try my underſtanding ; and, ac- 
cordingly, kept myſelf on my guard, and — 
to weigh every word before I ſhould ſpeak it. He 
firſt of all examined me, on what is called hu- 
manity ; and I did not anſwer amiſs : he had oc- 
caſion to ſee, that I was pretty well acquainted 


with the Greek and Latin authors, He then put 


me upon logick, where I expected him, and found 
me quite maſter of that ſubject. Your educa- 
tion (ſaid he to me, with ſome ſurprize) has not 
been negleQed : let us now ſee your hand-wri- 
ting.” I thereupon took out of my pocket a 
ſheet, which I had brought for the purpoſe ; and 
the prelate ſeemed very well pleaſed with my per- 
formance, *© TI am ſatified with your hand, (cried 
he) and ſtill more with your underſtanding. 1 
ſhall 
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ſhall thank my nephew Don Fernand for having ce 
given me ſuch an able young man, whom I look Im 
upon as a real preſent.“ | 4 
Being interrupted by the arrival of ſome noble- 
men of Granada, who came to dine with the arch- 
biſhop, I left them together, and withdrew among 
the officers, who were quite profuſe in their com- 
plaiſance to me. I went to dinner with them at 
the uſual time; and if they obſerved me at table, 
I did not fail to examine them alſo, What ſagacity 
there is in the exteriors of churchmen! To me 
they appeared all ſaints; ſo much was my mind 
over-awed by the place where I was: and I did 
not ſo much as ſuſpeR, that there could be any 
falſe money in the caſe ; as if no ſuch thing was 
ever ſeen among the princes of the church. 
Being ſeated by an old valet de chambre, whoſe 
name was Melchior de la Ronda, he took great 
care to help me with the choice bits; and this at- 
tention which he expreſſed for me, inſpiring me 
with a reſpect for him, he was charmed with my 
polite behaviour. Signior cavalier, (ſaid he 
ſoftly to me, after dinner) I want to have ſome 
private converſation with you.“ At the ſame 
time, he carried me to a part of the palace, where 
no body could overhear us; and there talked to 
me in this manner: © Son, from the very firſt 
moment in which I faw you, I felt an inclination 


for you; of which 1 will give you a certain proof, 3 
by imparting ſomething which may be of great ad- ! 
vantage to you. You are here in a family, where 

true and falſe devotees live pell-mell ; ſo that it 4 


will be an infinite time before you can, of yourſelf, 

be acquainted with the ground, But I will ſpare 

you ſuch a tedious and diſagreeable ſtudy, by dif- 
Es covering 
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I covering the characters of both; after which, you 


may the more eaſily conduct yourſelf, 
I will begin (added he) with his grace, who is 


Za very pious prelate, inceſſantly employed in edi- 
1 fying and reforming the people, by ſermons of his 


own compoſition, full of excellent morals, He 
quitted the court about twenty years ago, in order 
to devote himſelf. entirely to his zeal for his flock. 
He is a learned man and a great orator, whoſe 


© ſole pleaſure conſiſts in preaching, and his hearers 
are raviſhed with admiration, Perhaps there is a 
little vanity in the caſe: but beſides that it does 
not belong to man to penetrate the heart; it would 
be ungrateful in me to inquire into the ſaults of a 
perſon whoſe bread I eat. If I was permitted to 
diſapprove of any thing in my maſter, I would 
blame his ſeverity. Inſtead of making an allowance 
for eccleſiaſtical foibles, he puniſhes them with too 
much rigour: in particular, he perſecutes, without 
; mercy, thoſe who, relying on their innocence, at- 


tempt to juſtify themſelves in a legal manner, in 
contempt of his authority, I obſerve another 
fault which is common to him with a great many 


people of quality: although he loves his do- 


meſticks, he makes no conſideration for their ſer- 
vices ; but lets them grow old, without ever think- 
ing of procuring for them ſome ſmall ſettlement, 
If he gives them gratifications ſometimes, they owe 
them ſolely to the goodneſs of ſomebody who has 
ſpoken in their behalf: for it would never come 
into his head to provide for them otherwiſe.“ 

This is what the old valet de chambre told me 
of his maſter ; and he afterwards communicated 
his thoughts of the clergymen with whom we had 
dined : pictures which but ill agreed with their 
external deportment, Indeed he did not repreſent 
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them as diſhoneſt men, but only as bad prieſts; 
excep-ing ſome, however, whoſe virtue he. very 
much extolled. I was no longer at a loſs how to 
regulate my features among theſe gentlemen : that 
very evening at ſupper, I, like them, aſſumed a 
ſage aſpect; a taſk that coſts nothing: ſo that we 
muſt not wonder that there are ſo many hypocrites 
in the world, | 


CHAP 
Gi] Blas becomes the favourite of the archbiſÞop, and the 
canal of his b-unty, 


Had been in the afternoon, to fetch my baggage 
and horſe from the inn where I had lodged ; after 
which I returned to ſupper at the palace, where 1 
found a very handſome chamber, and a down-bed, 
prepared for me. His grace ordered me to be called 
early next morning ; and gave me a. homily to 
tranſcribe, injoining me to copy it with all poſſible 
exactneſs, This I performed minutely, without 
having forgot either accent, point, or comma ; ſo 
that the joy he expreſſed was mingled with ſur- 
prize. Good heaven! (cried he in a tranſport, 
when he had ſurveyed all the ſheets of my copy) 
was ever any thing ſeen ſo corret? You tran- 
ſcribe ſo well, that you muſt certainly underſtand 
grammar. Tell me ingenuouſly, my friend, have 
you found nothing that ſhocked you in writing it 
over? Some neglet, perhaps, in the ſtile, or 
improper term ?** O, Sir, (anſwered I, with an 
air of modeſty) I am not learned enough to make 
critical obſervations: and if I was, I am per- 
ſuaded that the works of your grace would eſcape 
my cenſure.” The prelate ſmiled at my reply; 
| and 
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and though he ſaid nothing, diſcovered through 


all his piety, that he was a downright author, 


By this kind of flattery, I entirely gained his 
good graces, became more and more dear to him 
every day; and at length underſtood from Don 
Fernand, who viſited him very often, that I was 
ſo much beloved, I might look upon my fortune 
as already made. This my maſter himſelf con- 
firmed to me, a little time after, on the following 
occaſion, One evening he repeated in his cloſet, 
when I was preſent, wi.h great enthuſiaſm, an 
homily which he intended to pronounce the next 
day in the cathedral ; and not ſatisfied with aſking 
my opinion of it in general, obliged me to ſingle 
out the particular paſſages which 1 moiſt admired, 


I had the good luck to mention thoſe that he him- 


ſelf looked upon to be the. beſt, his own favourite 
Morceaus : by which means I paſſed, in his judg- 
ment, for a man who had a delicate knowledge of 
the true beauties of a work. © This is (cried he) 
what is called having taſte and ſentiment! Well, 

friend, I aſſure thee thou haſt not got Bœœotian 
ears,” In a word, he was ſo well ſatisfied with me, 
that he pronounced with ſome vivacity, Gil 
Blas, henceforth give thyſelf no uneaſineſs about 


thy fortune: JI undertake to make it extremely 


agreeable : I love thee; and, as a proof of my 
affection, make thee my confident.” 

I no ſooner heard theſe words, than I fell at his 
grace's feet, quite penetrated with gratitude: I 
heartily embraced his bandy legs, and looked upcn 
myſelf as a man on the high way to wealth and 
opulence, © Yes, my child, (reſumed the arch» 
biſhop, whoſe diſcourſe had been interrupted by 
my proſtration) thou ſhalt be the repoſitory of my 
moſt ſecret thoughts, Liſten with attention to 
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what I am going to ſay : my chief pleaſure con- 


fiſts in preaching ; the Lord gives a bleſſing to my. 


homilies : they touch the hearts of ſinners, make 
them enter into themſelves, and have recourſe to 
repentance, I have ſometimes the ſatisfaction to 
ſee a miſer terrified by the images which I repre- 
ſent to his avarice, open his treaſures, and ſquan- 
der them with a prodigal hand. I have alſo tore, 
as it were, the epicurean from his pleaſures, filled 
hermitages with the ſons of ambition, and con- 


firmed in her duty the wife who has been - 


ſhaken by the allurements of a ſeducing lover, 
Theſe converſions, which are frequent, ought of 
themſelves to excite my ſtudy: nevertheleſs, I will 
confeſs my weakneſs ; I propoſe to myſelf another 
reward, a reward which the delicacy of my virtue 
reproaches me with in vain ! I mean the eſteem 
that the world ſhews for fine poliſhed writing, 
The honour of being reckoned a perfect orator 


has charmed my imagination: my performances 


are thought equally ſtrong and delicate; but J 
would, of all things, avoid the fault of good au- 
thors who write too long, and retire without for- 
feiting the leaſt tittle of my reputation, Where- 
fore, my dear Gil Blas, (continued the prelate) 
one thing that I exact of thy zeal is, whenever 
thou ſhalt perceive my pen ſmack of old age, and 
my genius flag, don't fail to advertiſe me of it ; 
for I don't truſt to my own judgment, which may 
be ſeduced by ſelf-love, That obſervation muſt 
proceed from a diſintereſted underſtanding ; and 
I make choice of thine, which I know is good; 
reſolved to ſtand to thy deciſion,” “ Thank 
heaven, Sir, (ſaid I) that period is far off : be- 
fides, a genius like that of your grace will pre- 
ſerve its vigour much better than any other ; or, 
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to ſpeak more juſtly, will be always the ſame, I look 


upon you as another cardinal Ximenes, whoſe ſu- 


perior genius, inſtead of being weakened by age, 
ſeemed to receive new ſtrength from it.'* No 
flattery, friend, (ſaid he, interrupting me) I know 
J am liable to fink all at once: people at my 
age begin to feel infirmities, and the infirmities of 


the body often affect the underſtanding. I repeat it 


to thee again, Gil Blas, as ſoon as thou ſhalt judge 
mine in the leaſt impaired, be ſure to give me no- 
tice ; and be not afraid of ſpeaking freely and ſin- 
cerely, for I ſhall receive thy advice as a mark of 
thy affection. Beſides, thy intereſt is concerned 
it unhappily for thee, it ſhould come to my ears, 
that the publick ſays my diſcourſes have no longer 
their wonted force, and that it is high time for me 
to repoſe myſelf ; 1 frankly declare, that thou wilt 
loſe my friendfhip, as well as the fortune I have 
promiſed, Such will be the fruit of thy fooliſh 
reſerve.” | | 

Here my patron lef: off ſpeaking, in order te 
hear my reply; which was, a promiſe to behave 
according to his deſire. From that moment he 
concealed nothing from me, I became his favourites 
an event which none of his domeſticks, except 
Melchior de la Ronda, could perceive without envy. 
It was a diverting ſcene to behold the manner in 
which the gentlemen and ſquires then lived with 
the contident of his grace: they were not aſhamed 
to be guilty of groveling meaneſſes, in order to 
captivate my good will. I could ſcarce believe 
they were Spaniards ; though I did them good of- 
fices, without being the dupe of their ſelfiſh com- 
plaiſance. His grace the archbiſhop, at my re- 
queſt, exerted himſelf in their favour : to one he 
procured a company, and put him in a candition 

Vor., III. | D £9 


22 The ADVENTURES of 
to make a figure in the army. Another he ſent 
to Mexico, to take poſſeſſion of a conſiderable poſt 
which he had obtained for him; and my friend 


Melchior, through my means, enjoyed a hand- 
ſome gratification. This condeſcenſion convinced 


me, that though the prelate did not anticipate peo- 


ple's defires, he rarely refuſed any favour that was 
aſked, | 

But what I did for a certain prieſt, deſerves, in 
my opinion, to be told: one day a licentiate, 
whoſe name was Lewis Garcia, a young man of 
a very good appearance, was preſented to me by 
our ſteward ; who ſaid, “ Signior Gil Blas, this 
honeſt clergyman is one of my beſt friends; he 
was chaplain of a nunnery ; and his virtue has not 
eſcaped ſcandal : ſome people have done him ill of- 
fices with his grace, who has ſuſpended him, 


and is unhappily ſo much prejudiced againſt him, 


that he will liſten to no ſolicitation in his behalf, 
We have employed, to no purpoſe, ail the perſons 
of rank in Grenada, to beg that he may be re-eſta- 
bliſhed ; but our maſter is quite inflexible, 
Gentlemen, (ſaid I) you have gone the wrong 
way to work ; it would have been better for Mr, Li- 
centiate if no ſolicitation had been made; for in 
their endeavours to ſerve him, they have done him 
a manifeſt injury, I am well acquainted with his 
grace; intreaties and recommendations ſerve only 
to aggravate, in his opinion, the fault of an eccle- 
ſiaſticx. It was but t'other day I heard him ſay to 


himſelf, © The more people a prieſt, who has been. 


guilty of irregularity, engages to ſpeak to me in 
his behalf, the more 1s the ſcandal augmented, and 
the more ſeverity do I exerciſe,” © That is un- 


fortunate, (replied the ſteward) and my friend 


0 be very much embarraſſed, if he was not 
_ bleſſed 
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bleſſed with a good hand: happily for him, he 
writes to admiration z and, by the help of that 
talent, keeps himſelf out of difficulties,” I was 
curious to ſee if this writing, ſo much extolled, 
was much better than my own : and the licentiate, 
who had a ſpecimen in his pocket, ſhewed me a 


page that I admired very much; for it looked like 


a writing-maſter's copy, While I conſidered this 
beautiful performance, a thought coming into my 
head, I defired Garcias to leave the paper, telling 
him that I might poſſibly make ſome uſe of it, that 
would turn out to his advantage; that I could not 
explain myſelf at that time, but would next day 
tell him more of the matter. The licentiate, to 
whom, in all probability, the ſteward had made 
an elogium of my genius, withdrew as much ſa- 
tisfied, as if he had been already re-inſtated in his 
office, I was truly deſirous that he might be ſo ; 
and that ſame day, laboured for him in the fol- 
lowing manner: being alone with the archbiſhop, 
I ſhewed him the writing of Garcias, with which 
my patron ſeemed quite charmed: then, laying 
hold of the opportunity, © Sir, (ſaid 1 to him) 


ſince you won't cauſe your homilies to be printed, 
I wiſh they were at leaſt written in this hand,"? 


I am ſatisfied with thine, (anſwered the prelate) 


but I own, I ſhould not be ſorry to have a copy 


of my works in that land,” © Your grace (I 
replied) has nothing to do but ſpeak : the man 
who paints ſo well is a licentiate of my ac- 
quaintance, who will be raviſhed to do that ſervice 
for you; the more, becauſe by theſe means he 
may intereſt your goodneſs, in extricating him from 


the melancholy fituation in which he has the miſ- 


fortune to be at preſent,” 
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24 The ADVENTURES. of 


The prelate did not fail to aſk the name of the 
licentiate : upon which I ſaid, He is called Lewis 
Garcias, and is in deſpair on account of having 


incurred your diſpleaſure,”* * That Garcias (ſaid 


he, interrupting me) was, if I am not miſtaken, 


chaplain to a convent of nuns, and lies under the. 
cenfure of the church: I remember fome informa - 
tions that I received againſt him: his morals arc 
but indifferent.“ Sir, (ſaid I, interrupting him in 
my turn) I will not undertake to juſtify him ; but 
I know he has enemies; and pretends, that the 
authors of thoſe informations which you have 
ſeen, were more bent upon doing him ill offices, 


than on telling the truth © That may be, (re- 
plied the archbiſhop) there are abundance of very 


dangerous diſpoſitions in tliis world, Beſides, 
granting that his conduct has not been always irre- 
proachable, he may have repented of his miſbe- 
haviour ; and in ſhort, there is mercy for every 
tranſgreffion, Bring the licentiate hither, I take 
off his ſufpenſion.”” | 

Thus it is, that the moſt ſevere men abate of 


their ſeverity, when more dear ſelf-intereſt is con- 


cerned, The archbiſhop granted, without diffi- 
culty, to the vain pleaſure of having his works well 


writ, that which he had refufed to the moſt power 


ful ſolicitations, I carried the news immediately 


to the ſteward, who imparted them to his friend ' 


Garcias, who the very next day, coming to make 
an acknowledgment of thanks ſuitable to the fa- 


vour obtained, I preſented him to my maſter, who: 


contented himfelf with: reprimanding him ſlightly, 
and gave him the homilies to tranſcribe. Garcias 


acquitted himfelf ſo well, that he was re-eſta- 
bliſhed in his miniſtry, and even obtained the living 
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of Gabia, a large market-town in the neighbour- 


hood of Grenada. 


EAR IV, 


The archbiſhop is ſcized with a fit of the apoplexy, The 


dilemma in <vhich Gil Blas found himſc!f, and the 
method he took to be extricatcd, 


HILE I thus beſtowed my ſervices on dif- 

ferent people, Don Fernand being about to 
leave Grenada, I viſited that nobleman before his 
departure, in order to thank him anew, for the 
excellent poſt which he had procured for me, I 
appeared to him ſo well ſatisfied with my condi- 
tion, that he ſaid, My dear Gil Blas, I am ra- 


viſhed to find thee ſo well pleaſed with my uncle 


the archbiſhop,” © I am charmed with him, (I 
replied) and ſhall never be able to ſhew myſelf 
grateful enough ſor his generoſity to me, Nothing 
leſs could have conſoled me for the loſs of Don 
Cæſar and his ſon.”* © I am perſuaded (anſwered 
he) that they are both extremely mortified at your 
abſence ; but, perhaps, you are not ſeparated for 
ever: fortune may one day bring you together 
again.“ Melted by theſe words, I ſighed, and 
found at that inſtant my love for Don Alphonſo ſo 
great, that I would have willingly abandoned the 


archbithop, with all the agreeable hopes he had 


given me, to return to the caſtle of Leyva, if the 
obſtacle that baniſhed me from it had been re- 
moved. Don Fernand perceived the emotions of 


my ſoul, which pleaſed him ſo much, that he em- 


braced me with afſection, and aſſured me that his 
whole family would always bear a part in my 


+ Two 


26 The ADVENTURES of 


Two months after this gentleman's departure, in 
the very zenith of my favour, we had a hot alarm 
in the epiſcopal palace : the archbiſhop was ſeized 
with a fit of the apoplexy ; he was, however, ſuc- 
coured immediately, and ſuch ſalutary medicines 


adminiſtred, that in a few days his hea'th was re- 


eſtabliſhed : but his underſtanding had received a 
rude ſhock, which I plainly perceived in the very 
next diſcourſe which he compoſed. I did not, 

however, find the difference. between this and the 
reſt ſo ſenfible, as 'to make me conclude that the 
orator began to flag; and waited for another ho- 


mily to fix my reſolution. This indeed was quite. 


deciſive ; ſometimes the good old prelate repeated 
the ſame thing over and over; ſometimes roſe too 
High, or ſunk too low: it was a vague diſcourſe, 
the. rhetorick of an old profeſſor, a meer capu- 
cinade *. 


I was not tlie only perſon who took notice of 


this: the greateſt part of the. audience, when he 
pronounced it, as if they had been alſo hired to 
examine it, faid ſoftly to one another, This ſer- 
mon ſmells ſtrong of the apoplexy.“ Come, 
maſter homily-critick, (ſaid I then to myſelf) pre- 
pare to do your office: you ſee that his g ace be- 


gins to fail: it is your duty to give him notice of 


it, not only as the depoſitory of his thoughts, but 
likewiſe, leſt ſome one of his friends ſhould be free 
enough with him to prevent you : in that caſe you 


know what would happen; your name would be 


eraſed from his laſt will, in which there is, doubt- 
leſs, a better legacy provided for you, than the li- 
brary of the licentiate Sedillo. 


* Capucinade. A ſarcaſm on the ſermons of the 
capuchins, which are not remarkable for cortectneis 
of compoſit on. 
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After theſe reflections, I made others of & 
quite contrary nature, To give the notice in que- 
ftion, ſeemed a delicate point : I imagined that it 
might be ill received by an author like him, con- 
ceited of his own works; but rejecting this ſug- 
geſtion, I repreſented to myſelf, that he could not 
poſſibly take it amiſs, after having exacted it of 
me in to preſſing a manner. Add to this, that I 
depended upon my being able to mention it with 
addreſs, and make him ſwallow the pill without 
reluctance. In a word, finding that I run a greater 
riſque in keeping filence than in breaking it, I de- 
termined to ſpeak, 

The only thing that embarraſſed me now, was 
how to break the ice, Luckily, the orator him- 
ſelf extricated -me from that difficulty, by aſking 
what people ſaid of him, and if they were ſatisfied 
with his laſt diſcourfe. I anſwered, that his ho- 
milies were always admired, but, in my opinion, 
the aſt had not ſucceeded fo well as the reſt, in 
affecting the audience. How, friend! (replied 
he, with aſtoniſhment) has it met with any Ari- 
ftarchus “?“ „ No, fir, (ſaid I) by no means: 
fuch works as yours are not to be criticized; every 
body is charmed with them. Neverthelefs, ſince 


vou have laid your injunctions upon me to be free 


and fincere, I will take the liberty to tell you, that 
vour lait diicourſe, in my judgment, has not alto- 
gether the energy of your other performances. 
Are not you of the ſame opinion?“ 

My matter grew pale at theſe words ; and faid 
with a forced ſmile, “ So then, Mr. Gil Blas, this 
piece is not to your taſte?“ © I don't ſay ſo, 


* Ariftarchus, a great critic in the time of . 
Philadelphus. 


Sir, 


23 The ADVENTURES of 


Sir, cried I, quite diſconcerted : I think it excel- 
lent, although a little inferior to your other works.“ 
J underſtand you, (he replicd) you think I flag, 1 
don't you? Come, be plain: you believe it is 
time for me to think of retiring.** * I ſhould not 
have been ſo bold (ſaid I) as to ſpeak fo freely, if 
your grace had not commanded me : I do no more, 
therefore, than obey you; and I moſt humbly beg 
that you will not be offended at my freedom,”” 
« God forbid, (cried he, with precipitation) God 
forbid that I ſhould find fault with it. In ſo do- 
ing, I ſhould be very unjuſt, I don't at all take 
it ill that you ſpeak your ſentiment ; it is your 
ſentiment only that I find bad, I have been moſt 
egregiouſly deceived in your narrow underſtanding,” 

Though I was diſconcerted, I endeavoured to 
find fome mitigation, in order to ſet things to 
rights again: but how is it poſſible to appeaſe an 
incenſed author, one eſpecially who had been ac- 
cuſtomed to hear himſelf praiſed, Say no more, 
my child, faid he: you are yet too raw to make 
proper diſtinctions. Know, that I never com- 
poſed a better homily than that which you diſ- 
approve ; for my genius (thank heaven) hath, as 
yet, loſt nothing of its vigour, Henceforth I will 
make a better choice of a confident, and keep one 
of greater ability than you, Go, (added he, puſh- 
ing me by the ſhoulders out of his cloſet) go tell 
my treaſurer to give you an hundred ducats, and 
may heaven conduct you with that ſum, Adieu, 
Mr. Gil Blas, I wiſh you all manner of proſperity, 
with a little more taite,”? 
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The ftep that Gil Blas took after the archbiſpop bad diſ- 
miſſed bim. His accidental meeting oith the licentiate 
aubo bad been ſo much obliged to bim; with the gra- 
ztitude of that pricft, 


Went out of the cloſet, curſing the caprice, or 
rather weakneſs, of the archbiſhop, and more 
enraged againſt him, than afflicted at the loſs of 
his good graces. I even doubted ſome time, if 1 
thould go and touch my hundred ducats ; but, 


after mature deliberation, I was not fool enougls 


to refuſe them. I conſidered, that this money 
would not deprive me of the right of ridiculing 
the prelate: in which, I was refolved not to be 
wanting, as often as his homilies ſhould be brought 
upon the carpet, in my preſence, 

I went, therefore, and demanded the hundred 
ducats of the treaſurer, without mentioning a 
ſingle word of what had happened between his 
maſter and me; and went afterwards in queſt of 
Melchior de la Ronda, to bid him an eternal 


adieu. He loved me too much to be inſenſible of 


my misfortune, which while I recounted, I per- 
ceived that grief was printed on his countenance. 
In ſpite of all the. reſpe& he owed the archbiſhop, 
he couid not help blaming his behaviour, But as 
I ſwore in my rage, that the prelate ſhould pay 
for it, and that I would make the whole town 
merry at his expence, the ſage Melchior ſaid to 
me, ** Believe me, my dear Gil Blas, you had 
better ſuppreſs your reſentment, People of an in- 
ferior rank ought always to reſpe& perſons of 
quality, whatever cauſe they may. have given 
them to complain, There are, I own, ſome very 

mean 


20 The ADVENTURES of 
mean noblemen, who ſcarce deſerve the leaſt con- 
fideration ; but as they have the power of doing 
miſchiei, they are to be fearcd.” 

1 thanked the old valet de chambre for his good 
advice, which I promiſed to obſerve, © It you 


go (ſaid he) to Madrid, you ſhall vifit Joſeph Na- 


varro, my nephew, who is clerk of the kitchen to 
Signior Don Balthazar de Zuniga, and, I dare ſay, 
a young man worthy of your friendſhip, frank, 
britk, obliging, and forward to ſerve his friends: 
J wiſh that h: and you may become acquainted, 


I anſwered, that I wonld not fail to wait on this 


Joſeph Navarro, on my firit arrival at Madrid, 
whither I was determined to go. I then quitted 
the archbiſhop's palace, with an intent never to 
ſet foot in it again, If I had Nill been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of my horſe, I ſhould have, perhaps, ſet 
out immediately for Toledo; but J had ſold him 
while 1 was in favour, believing that I ſhould 
have no further occaiion for his ſervice, I hired 
a furniſhed room, reſolving to ſtay a month at 
Grenada, and then repair to the Count de Po- 
lan. 

As dinner-time approached, I aſked of my land- 
lady, if there was not an cating-houſe in the 


neighbourhood ; and the antwering, that there 


was an excellent one a ſew iteps from her houſe, 
where there was very good accommodation, and that 
it was irequented by a great deal of good com- 
pany ; 1 made her ſhew me the place, and going 
thither a little after, I was directed into a large 
hall, which bore ſome reſemblance to a refeQory, 
Ten or twelve pecplc fat at a large table, covered 
with a dirty cloch, converſing with one another, 
while every one cat his own little portion, My 
meis was likewife brought, which, at another 
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time, would, doubtleſs, have made me regret the 
table I had loſt: but J was then ſo much piqued 
againſt the archbiſhop, that the ſcanty allowance 


of my eating-houfe ſeemed preferable to the good 


cheer I had enjoyed in his palace, i condemned 
a variety of diſhes, and arguing like the doQor of 
Valladolid, Unhappy are thoſe, (ſaid I to myſelf) 
who frequent ſuch pernicious tables, where one 
muſt continually be on his guard againſt ſenſuality, 
for fear of overloading his ſtomach, Can one eat 
too little? In my ill humour, I praiſed thoſe 
very aphoriſms I had hitherto very much ne- 
glected. 

While I diſpatched my commons, without fear 
of excecding the bounds of temnerance, the licen- 
tiate Lewis Garcias, now become vicar of Gabia, 
in the manner already related, came into the hall. 
He no ſooner perceived me, than he came running 
to ſalute me with the utmoſt eagerneſs, or rather 
with all the expreſſions of exceſſive joy, He 


| hugged me cloſe, and I was obliged to undergo a 


very long compliment on the ſervice I had done 
him. He fatigued me with his demonſtrations of 
gratitude, ** *Fore gad, my dear patron, ſince I 
have had the good fortune to meet you here, we 


ſha'nt part without a glaſs; but as there is no 


good wine in this eating-houſe, 1 will carry you, 
it you pleaſe, after our ſcanty repait, to a place 
where I will treat you with a bottle of fine dry 
Lucena, and a glaſs of fine Muſcadine of Foncar- 


ral, We muſt certainly commit that debauch. I 


wiſh I had the happineſs of enjoying you a few 
days only, at my parſonage of Gabia, There you 
ſhould be received lize a generous Mecenas, to 


whom 1 owe the quiet and eaſy life J lead.“ 
3 | While 


32 The ADVENTURES ef 
While he talked to me in this manner, his al- 
lowance was ſerved, and he went to work, with- 
out ceaſing, however, to entertain me, at inter- 
vais, with ſomething which he thought would 
flatter my vanity, I laid hold of this opportunity 
to ſpeak in my turn; and as he did not forget to 
enquire about his friend the ſteward, I made no 
myſtery of my leaving the archbiſhop's ſervice. I 
even related to him the moſt minute circumſtances 
of my diſgrace, to which he liſtened with great at- 
tention. After what he had ſaid to me, who would 


not have expected to hear him, penetrated with |. 


the moſt grateful ſorrow, exclaim againſt the arch- 
biſhop? But this was the fartheft thing from his 
thoughts, He grew indifferent, penfive, finiſhed 
his dinner without ſpeaking a word, then riſing 
ſuddenly from table, bid me good b'w'ye, in a 
cool manner, and diſappeared. The ungrateful 
wretch, ſeeing me no longer in a condition to ſerve 
him, ſpared himſelf even the trouble of concealing 
his ſentiments, I laughed at his ingratitude, and 
Jooking at him with all, the contempt he deſerved, 
called to him aloud, that I might be heard, 
4 Holloa ! you ſage chaplain of nuns, go and give 
orders to cool that delicious wine of Lucena, with 
which you have promiſed to regale me.“ | 


CHAP, YL 


il Blas goes to ſee a play at Grenada, His aſtoniſp- 
ment at the fight of one of the actreſſes; and the con- 


ſequences of that event. 


ARCIAS was no ſooner out of the hall, 


than two well dreſſed cavaliers came in and 


fat down by me: they began to talk of the players 
of the Grenada company, and of a new comedy 
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which was then on the ſtage. This piece, ac- 
cording to their diſcourſe, made a great noiſe in 
the city; and I reſolved to go and ſee it that very 
day; for I had not been at a play ſince my ar- 


rival at Grenada. As I had almoſt all that time 


lived in the archbiſhop's palace, where that di- 
verſion was anathematized, I had taken care not 
to indulge myſelf in that pleaſure, but amuſed 
myſelf entirely with my maſter's homilies. 

L repaired, therefore, at the proper time, to the 
play-houſe, where I found a numerous aiſembly ; 
overheard, all around me, differtations on the 
piece, before it began, and obſerved that every 
body undertook to criticize it. One perſon de- 
clared himſelf for, another againſt the perform- 
ance. ©* Was there ever a work better compoſed ?*? 
faid one on my right, © What a pitiful ſtile!““ 
cried one on my left, Truly, if there are a good 
many bad authors, it muit be allowed there are 
ſtill a greater number of wretched critics: and 
when I conſider the mortifications that dramatic 


poets muſt undergo, I am aitonithed that there are 


any ſo bold, as to brave the ignorance of the mul- 
titude, and the dangerous cenſure of witlings, 
who ſometimes corrupt the judgment of the 
public, | 

At length the Gracioſo * preſented himſelf to 
open the ſcene, He was ſaluted, on his firſt ap- 
pearance, with a general clap; by which I per- 
ceived that he was one of thoſe fpoiled actors, in 
whom the pit pardons every thing. - And, indeed, 
this player did not ſpeak one word, nor perform 
one geſture, without attracting applauſe, The au- 
dience made bim too ſenſible of the pleaſure they 


* A favourite actor. 
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had in ſeeing him on the ſtage ; and he abuſed 


their favour accordingly. I perceived that he ſome- 


times forgot himſelf in the middle of a ſcene, and 
put their prepoſſeſſion in his behalf to too ſevere a 
proof ; for they would often have done him ju- 
ſtice, had they hiſſed inſtead of extoling him to the 
ſkies. | 

There was likewiſe a clapping of hands at the 
appearance of ſome other actors, and in particular, 


of an aQreſs, who performed the part of a waiting- 


woman, whom, having conſidered with attention, 
no terms can expreſs my ſurprize, when I recol- 
lected in her the perſon of Laura, my dear Laura, 
whom I ſtill believed to be in the ſervice of Ar- 
ſenia at Madrid. I could not doubt that it was 
ſhe ; her ſhape, her features, the ſound of her 


voice, every thing aſſured me that I was not miſ- 


taken. Nevertheleſs, as if J had miſtruſted the 
evidence of my eyes and ears, I aſked her name of 
'a cavalier, who ſat by me. Hey! (ſaid he) 
from whence come you? It ſeems you are juſt 
arrived, ſince you don't know the fair Eſtella.“ 


The reſemblance was too perfect for me to be de- 


ceived by this diſguiſe: I could eaſily conceive, 
that Laura, when ſhe changed her condition, had 
alſo altered her name ; and curious to know her 
ſituation, for the public is generally pretty well 


acquainted with the affairs of perſons in her ſphere, 


I begged to know of the ſame man, if this Eſtella 
had not ſome gallant of importance. He anſwered, 
that a Portugueze nobleman, called the Marquis 
de Marialva, who had been about two months at 
Grenada, was at a conſiderable expence on her 
account. He might have told me a great deal 
more, if I had not been afraid of fatiguing him 
with queſtions, I was more engroſſed by the news 

| which 
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which this cavaller had told me, than by the re- 
preſentation of the play; and if any body had 
aſked the ſubje& of the piece, when I came out, 
he would have embarraſſed me not a little, I did 
nothing but muſe upon Laura, or Eſtella, and 
firmly reſolved to go and vifit her next day ; 
though I was not without anxiety about the re- 
ception J ſhould meet with. I had reafon to be- 
lieve, that the ſight of me would not yield her 
much pleaſure in this brilliant firuation of her af- 
fairs; nay, I imagined that ſuch a good actreſs, 


in order to revenge herſelf upon one, with whom. 


ſhe had certainly caufe to be diſſatisfied, would 
probably diſclaim his acquaintance. All this did 


not diſſuade me from my deſign of going. After 


a ſlight repaſt, for ſuch only my eating-houſe af- 
forded, I went home to my lodging, where I 
waited impatiently for next day. 


I ſlept little that night, and got up before the | 


fun ; but, as I concluded that a nobleman's mi- 


ſtreſs would not be viſible ſo early, I ſpent t three ©; 


or four hours in dreſſing, ſhaving, powdefing, 
and perfuming ; ; reſolving to preſent myſelf before 
her, in ſuch a condition, as would give her no 
cauſe to bluſh at ſeeing me again. I ſallied out 
about ten o'clock, and repaired to her lodging, 
to which I received a direction, at the houſe 
where the players lived. She poſſeſſed the chief 


apartment of a large houſe; the door of which 
being opened to me, by a chambermaid, I told 


her, that I wanted to ſpeak with Dame Eſtella. 
The maid went in to ſignify my defire, and I im- 
mediately heard her miſtreſs pronounce, with a loud 
voice, © Who is this young man ? what does he 
want? Let him come in.“ By this I concluded, 
that I had choſen an unſeaſonable time for my 
E 2 viſit, 
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viſit, that her Portugueze lover was at her toilet, 
and chat her reaſon for ſpeaking ſo loud, was to 


perſuade him that ſhe never received fuſpected 


meſſages. My conjecture was true; the Marquis 


de Marialva commonly paſſed the morning in her 
company; and I expected a very diſagreeable com- 


pliment, when this truly original actreſs ſeeing 
me appear, run to me with open arms, crying, 
% Ah! my dear brother! is it you ??* And, with 
theſe words, embraced me ſeveral times. Then 
turning to her gallant, ** My lord, (faid ſhe) par- 
don me for yielding to the force of blood in your 
preſence, After an abſence of three years, I can- 


not behold. a brother, whom I tenderly love, 


without giving him ſome marks of my affection. 
Well, my dear Gil Blas, (continued ſhe, addreſ- 
ſing me anew) tell me ſome news of my family, 
in what condition did you leave it? 

This queſtion embarraſſed me at firſt ; but T 
ſoon diſcovered Laura's intention, and ſeconding 
her artifice, anſwered, with an air ſuited to the 
ſcene we had to a, © Thank heaven, ſiſter, our 
parents are in good health,” © I don't doubt, 
(ſhe replied) that you are aſtoniſhed to find me an 
actreſs at Grenada; but do not condemn me un- 
heard. Three years ago, as you remember, my 
father thought he had ſettled me to advantage, by 
giving me in marriage to Captain Don Antonio 
Coello, who carried me from the Aſturias to 
Madrid, where he was born. Six months after 
our arrival in that city, having had an affair of 
honour brought upon him by his own violent hu- 


mour, he killed a cavalier, who had taken it in 


his head to favour me with ſome attention, This 
gentleman being related to perſons of great quality 


and credit, my huſband, who had no intereſt, fled - 
2 into 
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into Catalonia, with all the money and jewels he 
could find in the houſe ; embarked at Barcelona, 
croſſed into Italy, engaged in the ſervice of the 
Venetians, and at laſt loſt his life in the Morea, 
fighting againſt the Turks, In the mean time, 
our landed eſtate was confiſcated, and I had but 
a very ſmall jointure left. What could I do in 
fuch a troubleſome extremity ? I could not return 


_ into the Aſturias : for what purpoſe go thither ? 


all the conſolation I ſhould have received from 
my family, would have been no more than ſym- 
— and condolance. On the other hand, I had 

too well educated to be capable of embracing 
a life of libertiniſm, Upon what determination 


then could I fix? I have turned actreſs to preſerve 


my character.“ 

The Marquis de Marialva, who loſt not a word 
of the whole diſcourſe, implicitly helieved every 
ſyllable of what Don Antonio's widow was pleaſed 
to utter. He even joined in the converſation, and 
aſked if 1 wasin any buſineſs at Grenada or elſe- 
where. I was in ſome doubt, at that inſtant, 
whether or no 1 ſhould tell a lye; but think- 
ing that unneceſfary, I ſpoke truth, recounting 
every circumſtance of my entering into, and 
quitting the archbiſhop's ſervice ; which . afforded 
infinite diverſion to the Portugueze nobleman, Ic 
is true, that notwithſtanding my promife to Mel- 


chior, I made myfelf a little merry at the expence 


of his grace, But the moſt diverting part of the 
ſcene was, that Laura, who thought 1 invented 
a ſtory in imitation of her, burſt out into loud 
fits of laughter, which ſhe would have probably 
ſpared, had ſhe known that I did not diſſemble. 
Having ended my narration, which I finiſhed 


with the lodging I had hired, word was brought 


E 3 that 


38 The ADVENTURES of 
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that dinner was on the table. Upon which I would 


have retired, in order to go and dine at my eating- 


houſe ; but Laura, ſtopping me, ſaid, © What do 


you mean, brother! you ſhall dine with me: and 
I won't even ſuffer you to live any longer in a 


hired room ; for I intend you ſhall both cat and 
lodge in my houſe, Order your baggage to be 
brought hither this evening, I have a bed to 
ſpare.” 

The Poriugueze nobleman, who, perhaps, was 
not very well pleaſed with this hoſpitality, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Laura, ſaid, No, Eſtella, you 
have not convenience for him in theſe lodgings. 
Your brother ſeems to be a pretty young fellow; 
and the advantage he has in being ſo dear to you, 
intereſts me in his favour. I will take him into 
my ſervice: he ſhall be my favourite ſecretary, 
and chief confident, Let him not fail to come 
and ſleep at my houſe this very night; for I will 
order an apartment to be prepared for the purpoſe. 
I will allow him a ſalary of four hundred ducats ; 
and if, in the ſequel, I have cauſe, as I hope I 
ſhall, to be ſatisfied with his behaviour, I will put 
him in a condition to confole himſelf for being too 
fincere with the archbiſhop.” 

The acknowledgements which I made to the 
Marquis at this juncture, were followed by thoſe 
of Laura, who improved upon mine. Say no 
more of the matter, (ſaid he, interrupting her) 
the thing js done,” So ſaving, he ſaluted his 


theatrical princeſs, and went away. She led me 


immediately into a cloſet, where ſeeing herſelf 
alone with me, I ſhould burſt, (cried ſhe) if I 
was obliged to reſiſt any longer the inclination J 
have to laugh. Then throwing herſelf into an 
eaſy- chair, and holding her fides, ſhe laughed im- 

mode- 
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moderately, as if ſhe had loſt her ſenſes. I found 
it impoſſible not to follow her example, and when 
we had indulged ourſelves ſufficiently, “ Confeſs, 
Gil Blas, (ſaid ſhe) that we have acted a pleaſant 
farce : but I did not expect ſuch a cataſtrophe 
my deſign being no other than to provide for you 
a table and lodging in my houſe ; which, that I 
might offer with decency, I made thee paſs ſor 
my brother, I am raviſhed that ſuch a good poſt 
has occurred to thee by accident. The Marquis 
de Marialva is a generous nobleman, who will 
even exceed his promiſe in thy favour. Another 
(added ſhe) might not, perhaps, have given ſuch 
a gracious reception to one who quits his friends 
without bidding them farewel : but I am one of 
thoſe good creatures, who cannot help ſeeing 
azain, with pleaſure, a rogue whom they have 
once loved.“ I candidly acknowledged my un- 
palite behaviour, for which I aſked pardon, She 
then conducted me into a very handſome dining- 
room, where we ſat down at table, and, as a 
waiting-woman and Jacquey were preſent, behaved 
to one another like brother and ſiſter. 

Having dined, we went back to the ſame cloſet 
where we had converſed together before. There 
my incomparable Laura, giving a looſe to all her 
natural gaity, demanded an account of all my ad- 
ventures ſince our ſeparation. 1 made a faithful 
recital of the whole; and when I had gratified her 
curioſity, ſhe gave me the ſame ſatisfaction, in re- 
counting the following hiſtory of herſelf, | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, vn. 
The hiftory of Laura. 


Am going to relate, as ſuccinctly as I can, by 

what accident I embraced the profeſſion of a 

player. 

Great events happened, after thou hadſt left 
in ſuch an honourable manner. My miſtreſs 


Arſenia, rather tired than diſguſted with the 


world, renounced the ſtage, and carried me with 
her, to a fine eſtate which ſhe had bought near 
Zamora, with the price of her favours, In this 
city we ſoon contracted acquaintance, and going 
thither, frequently, to paſs a day or two, came 
back again, and ſhut ourſelves up in our caſtle. 

In one of theſe ſmall jdurnies, Don Felix Mal- 
donado, the corregidor's only fon, faw me by 
accident, and happening to be pleafed with my 
appearance, ſought an opportunity of ſpeaking 
with me in private, which, that J may conceal 
nothing from thee, I own, was facilitated by my- 
ſelf, He was a cavalier not yet twenty years, old, 
fair as love himſelf, a mere pattern in ſhape, and 
ſtill more engaging by his gallant and generous 
dehaviour, than by his perſon: for he made me 
an offer of a large brilliant, which he had on his 
finger, with ſuch a good grace, and preſſing in- 
treaties, that I could not, for my ſoul, refuſe it. 
1 did not poſſeſs ſuch an amiable gallant with in- 
difference, But what madneſs is it in Abigails, to 
attach themſelves to the young heirs of perſons in 
authority ! his father, the moſt ſevere of all cor- 
regidors, informed of our intelligence, made haſte 
to prevent the conſequences of it, and ordered me 
to be apprehended by a troop of alguazils, who 
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carried me, regardleſs of my cries, to the hoſpital 


of compaſſion. There, without any other form of 
proceſs, the ſuperior ordered me to be ſtript of my 
ring and dreſs, and cloathed with a long gown of 
grey ſerge, girded about me with a ſtrap of black 
leather, from whence a roſary of large beads hung 
down to my heels. This being performed, I was 
conducted into a hall, where I found an old monk, 
of an order that I did not know, who fell a preach- 
ing penitence to me, much in the ſame manner as 
Dame Leonarda exhorted thee to patience in the 
cavern, He told me that I was very much obliged 
to thoſe who cauſed me to be ſhut up in that 
place, for they had done me infinite ſervice, in 
reſcuing me from the ſnares of the devil. I will 
frankly own my ingratitude : far from thinking 
myſelf beholden to thoſe who had done me that 
pleaſure, I loaded them with imprecations. 

Eight days I paſſed in afflicting myſelf; but on 
the ninth, (for I counted the very minutes) my 
fate ſeemed to bear another aſpect. Croſſing a 
ſmall court, I met the ſteward of our houſe, a 
perſon who ruled with unlimited ſway ; the ſu- 
perior herſelf was under his command ; and he 
rendered an account of his Rewardſhip to none but 
the corregidor, on whom, alone, he depended, 
and whoſe entire confidence he enjoyed. His name 
was Pedro Zendono ; he was born in the town of 
Salſedon in Biſcay, being a tall, pale, meagre 
man, whoſe figure would have ſerved as an ex- 
cellent pattern for the picture of a rank rogue. 
He ſcarce ſeemed to look at the fiſters 3 and, in 
ſhort, thou never ſaweſt ſuch an hypocritical face, 
although thou haſt lived in an archbiſhop's pa- 
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Well then, (ſaid ſhe) I met this Signior Zen- 
dono, who ſtopt me, ſaying, © Daughter, be com- 
forted, I am touched with your misſortune. He 
faid no more, but went about his buſineſs, leaving 
me to make what commentaries I pleaſed on ſuch 
a laconic text, As I believed him to be a good 
man, I innocently concluded, that he had taken the 
trouble of examining into the cauſe of my confine- 
ment, and finding me not guilty enough to deſerve 


ſuch unworthy treatment, was reſolved to do me 


a good office with the corregidor. I was little ac- 
quainted with the Biſcayan, who had quite other 
intentions, He then revolved in his mind, the 
ſcheme of a journey, which he imparted to me, a 
few days after. My dear Laura, (ſaid he) I 
am ſo much affected with your ſufferings, that I 
am reſolved to put an end to them immediately. 
In ſo doing, I know I ſhall embrace my own ruin ; 
but I am no longer maſter of myſelf, I intend to 
take you out of prifon to-morrow, and conduct 
you in perſon to Madrid; being reſolved to ſacri- 
fice every thing to the pleaſure of being your de- 
liverer. 

I was ready to ſwoon with joy, at thefe words 
of Zendono, who judging, by my acknowledge- 
ments, that I longed. for nothing ſo much as li- 
berty, had the impudence to carry me off next 
day, in fight of every body, by the following 
firaragem, He told the ſuperior, that he had or- 
ders to bring me to the corregidor, who was at a 
pleaſure-houſe two leagues from town; and, with 
the utmoſt aſſurance, made me get into a poſt- 
chaiſe with him, drawn by two good mules, 
which he had bought for the purpoſe, and at- 
tended by no other ſervants than a valet, who 


conducted the chaiſe, and was entirely devoted to 
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the ſteward. We ſet out, not for Madrid, as I 
imagined, but toward the frontiers of Portugal, 
where we arrived, before the corregidor of Zamora 
could get notice of our flight, and ſend the b:agies 
of juſtice in purſuit of us. 

Before we entered Braganza, the Biſcayan made 
me put on a ſuit of men's cloaths, which he had 
the precaution to provide ; and now looking upon 
me as fairly embarked with him, ſaid to me, at 
the inn where we lodged, © Fair Laura, be not 
offended with me, for bringing you into Portugal : 
for, the corregidor of Zamora will make ſearch for 
us in our native country, as two criminals, to 
whom Spain ought not to afford a retreat. But 
(added he) we can ſhelter ourſelves from his re- 
ſentment in this foreign kingdom, although it be, 
at preſent, under the dominion of the Spaniſh mo- 
narchy, Here we fhall, at leaſt, be more ſecure 
than in our own country. Follow, therefore, 2 
man who adores you; and let us ſettle at Coim- 
bra, where I will become a ſpy for the holy 
office, and under the ſhade of that formidable 
tribunal, our days will ſmoothly ye in eaſe and 
pleaſure.” - 

Such a forward propoſal gave me to n 
ſtand, that I had to do with a chevalier, who 
did not chuſe to fedreſs the grievances of damſels, 
merely for the glory of knight-errantry. I per- 
ceived that he depended a good deal upon my 
gratitude, and ſtill more upon my diſtreſs. Never- 
theleſs, though theſe two conſiderations ſpoke to 
me in his behalf, I rejected his propoſal with diſ- 
dain, *Tis true, indeed, I had two ſtrong reaſons 
for ſhewing myſelf ſo reſerved : I diſliked his per- 
ſon, and diſtruſted his circumſtances, But, when 
returnipg to the charge, he offered to wed me, as 

| a 
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a preliminary, and ſhewed me that his ſtewardſhip 


had put him in a condition to enjoy himſelf for a | 


long time, I won't deny that I began. to liſten to 
his addreſſes. I was dazzled by the gold and 
jewels, which he ſpread before me, and-found, by 
experience, that as many metamorphoſes are made 
by intereſt as by love, My Biſcayan became, gra- 
dually, quite another man 'in .my eyes : his tall, 
withered carcaſe aſſumed the form of a fine ſhape ; 
his pale complexion ſeemed agreeably fair; and 1 
gave a favourable appellation. to his hypocritical 
look, I then accepted his hand, without reluc- 
tance, in the face of heaven, which he called to 
witneſs our engagement. After this, he ſuffered 


no contradiction on my part; we ſet out again on 


our travels, and, in a ſhort time, Coimbra beheld 
a new family within its walls, 


My huſband purchaſed for me, ſome handſome 


cloaths adapted to my own ſex, and preſented me 
with ſeveral diamonds, among which I recollected 
that of Don Felix Maldonado, This diſcovery was 


ſufficient to make me conceive how all the jewels 


1 had ſeen were acquired, and to perſuade me that 


I had not married a ſcrupulous obſerver of the 


ſeventh article of the decalogue. But, conſidering 
myſelf as the firſt cauſe of his dexterity, I forgave 
him in my heart: for a woman will excuſe even 
the bad actions which her beauty prompts the men 
to commit; otherwiſe, I ſhould have thought him 
an execrable villain, 

I was pretty well ſatisfied with him, for two or 


three months, during which, he behaved in a gal- 
Jant manner, and ſeemed. to love me with great 


tenderneſs : nevertheleſs, theſe marks of affection 
were falſe appearances ; for. the rogue cheated me 
at laſt, One morning, on my return from mats, 
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I found nothing at home but bare walls: the 
whole furniture, with all my baggage, was carried 
off: Zendono, and his faithful valet, had taken 
their meaſures ſo well, that in leſs than an hour, 


j the general pillage of the houſe had been begun 


and finiſhed ; in ſuch a manner, that with the 
cloaths only which I had on my back, and the 
ring of Don Felix, which was luckily on my finger, 
I ſaw myſelf abandoned by an ungrateful wretch, 
like another Ariadne, But, I aſſure thee, I did 
not amuſe myſelf with making elegies on my mis- 
fortune, I rather thanked heaven for having deli- 
vered me from ſuch a wretch, who could not fail, 
ſooner or latter, to fall into the hands of juſtice ; 
.and looked upon the days we had ſpent together, 
as ſo much loſt time, for which I would ſoon 
make myſelf amends, Had I been defirous of ſtay- 
ing in Portugal, and attaching myſelf to ſome lady 
of faſhion, I ſhould not have wanted a place ; but, 
whether I loved my own country, or was in- 
fluenced by the force of deſtiny, which prepared a 
better fortune for me here, I reſolved to return to 
Spain ; and applying to a jeweller, who gave me 
ready money for my ring, ſet out with an old 
Spaniſh lady, who was going in a chaiſe to Seville. 
This perſon, whoſe name was Dorothea, had been 
to viſit one of her relations ſettled at Coimbra, 
and was on her return to Seville, where ſhe lived, 
Such a ſympathy happened between her and me, 
that we became friends the very firſt day of our 
journey; and our mutual affection grew ſo ſtrong 
on the road, that, on our arrival, the lady would 
ſuffer me to lodge no where but in her houſe. 
I had no cauſe to repent of my acquaintance ; for 
] never knew a woman of a better character; and 


one might till perceive, by her features, and the 
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rkling of her eyes, that in her youth many a 
guitarre had been thrummed on her account : in- 
deed, the was the widow of ſeveral noble huſ- 

Gands, and lived in an honourable manner, on the 
zointures which ſhe enjoyed. 

Among other excellent qualities, ſhe had that of 
being very compaſſionate to unfortunate young 
women. When I imparted to her my own ftory, 
| ſhe entered warmly into my intereſts, and be- 
ſtowed a thouſand curſes on Zendono. What 
dogs theſe men are ! (ſaid ſhe, in a tone that made 
me gueſs ſhe had met with ſome ſteward in her 
way) perfidious wretches | there are ſuch villains 
in the world, who divert themſelves in deceiving 
women, What I am pleaſed at, my dear child, 
(added ſhe) is, that, according to your relation, 
you are no longer bound to that perjured Biſ- 
cayan: if your marriage with him was good 
enough to ſecure your reputation, by way of re- 
compence, it is alſo bad enough to permit you 
to contract 2 better, whenever you can find an 
opportunity. 

I went abroad every day with Dorothea, either 
to church, or to viſit; and this being the way to 


meet with ſome adventure ſoon, I attracted the 


notice of ſeveral cavaliers, who, in order to ſound 
the buſineſs, made intereſt with my old landlady: 
but ſome had not wherewithal to make a good ſet- 
tlement, and others were ſtill minors; ſo that I 
had not the leaſt defire of liſtening to any of them. 


One day, Dorothea and I took a whim of going to 


ſee a play at Seville; and upon.conſulting the bill, 
we found that the players intended to act, La 
Jamoſa comedia, el embaxador de Si ine compoſed by 
Lope de Vega — 
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Among the actreſſes who appeared on the ſtage, 
1 diſcovered my old friend Phenicia, that jolly 


N merry wench whom thou haſt ſeen, when ſne was 


waiting-maid to Florimonda, and with whom thou 
haſt ſometimes ſupped at Arfenia's houſe. I knew 
that ſhe had not been in Madrid for two years be- 
fore, but was ignorant of her being an actreſs. 
Having an eager defire of embtacing her, I found 
the piece very tedious : but this might be the fault 
of the actors, who played either too ill or too well, 
to yield me amuſement ; for as to me, who am a 
merry creature, I own myſelf as much diverted by 
a player who is perfectly ridiculous, as by one who 
is excellent in his way. 

At length, the moment I waited for being ar- 
rived, that is, the end of La famoſa comedia, my 
widow and 1 went behind the ſcenes, where we 


perceived Phenicia acting the coquet, and liſtening 


with affectation to the ſoft warbling of a young 
bird, which, it ſeems, had allowed itſelf to be 
enſnared by her declamation. She no ſooner ob- 
ferved me, than quitting her admirer with a 
courteous air, the came towards me with open 
arms, and loaded me with careſſes. We expreſſed 
our mutual joy in ſeeing one another again; but 
the time and place not permitting us to launch 
out into a long converfation, we deferred it till 
next day, when we might diſcourſe together more 
fully at her lodgings. 

The itch of talking is one of the moſt eager 
paſſions of women : I could not cloſe an eye the 
whole night, ſo much did I long to engage Phe- 
nicia, and worry her with queſtions upon queſtions, 
God knows, I was not lazy in getting up, to re- 
pair to her lodging, according to the direction ſhe 


|  hadgivenme, She lived with the whole compiny 
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in a large hired houſe z which when I entered, 1 
met a maid-ſervant, who, when J deſired her to 
conduct me to Phenicia's apartment, ſhewed me 
up to a gallery, on one fide of which were ten or 
twelve ſmall chambers, divided from one another 
by partitions of deal boards only, and poſſeſſed by 
the joyous band, My guide knocked at a door, 
which Phenicia, whoſe tongue itched as well as 
mine, came and opened, Scarce did we allow 
ourſelves time to fit, before we began to chatter, 
We had a ſevere bruſh, and uttered in our turns ſo 
many interrogations, that the queſtions and replies 
ſuccceded one another with ſurpriſing volubility. 
After having recounted our mutual adventures, 
and reciprocally informed ourſelves of the ſtate of 
our affairs, Phenicia aſked what I intended to do : 
I anſwered, that I was reſolved (until ſomething 
better ſhould caſt up) to enter into the ſervice of 
ſome young lady of quality. O fy! (cried my 
friend) you joke ſure ! Is it poſſible, my dear, that 
thou art not yet diſguſted with ſervitude? Art 


thou not tired with ſceing thyſelf ſubjected to an- 


other's will, with humouring the caprices of a 
miſtreſs, with hearing thyſelf reproached, and in 
one word, with being a ſlave? Why wilt thou 
not, by my example, embrace a theatrical life ? 
Nothing can be more convenient for people of 
ſpirit who have neither birth nor fortune ; it is a 
ſituation that holds the middle place between the 
mobility and citizens; an unreſtricted condition, 
free of that decorum which is ſo troubleſome to ſo- 
ciety. Our revenues are payed in ready caſh by 
the public, which is our bank; we live in conti- 
nual mirth, and ſpend our money as we get it. 


The ſtage (added ſhe) is particularly favourable 


to women: while I lived with Florimonda, I bluſh 
F at 
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at the remembrance of it, I was reduced to the 
neceſſity of liſtening to the candle-ſnuffers of the 
prince's company z not one man of faſhion paid 
the leaſt attention to my figure. What was the 
cauſe of this unimportance? I was not ſeen: the 
fineſt picture has not its effect, except in a parti- 
cular light; but ſince I have been placed on my 
proper pedeſtal, that is, on the ſtage, heavens, 
what a change has happened! I ſee at my heels 


the gayeſt youth of all thoſe towns through which 


we paſs, An aQreſs therefore enjoys a great 


deal of pleaſure in her occupation: if ſhe is pru- 


dent, I mean, if ſhe favours one gallant only at a 
time, ſhe has all the honour imaginable paid to 
her, her chaſtity is applauded, and when ſhe 
changes her lover, ſhe is looked upon as a real wi- 
dow who marries a ſecond huſband ; nay, if a 
widow takes a third, ſhe is ſpoken of with con- 
tempt, and ſaid to have infringed the delicacy of 
her ſex : whereas the aQreſs ſeems to be more and 
more regarded, in proportion to the increaſe of her 
admirers, After ſhe has gone through an hundred 
intrigues, ſhe is ſtill a morſel for a lord.“ 
© To whom do you talk in this manner? (ſaid 
I, interrupting her) Do you think I am ignorant 
of theſe advantages? I have often reflected on 
them, and they but too much flatter the imagina- 
tion of ſuch a girl as I am: I even feel an incli- 
nation for the ſtage 5 but that alone is not ſufft- 
cient ; talent is abſolutely neceſſary, and I have 
none : for when I ſometimes attempted to repeat 
paſſages of plays before Arſenia, ſhe always found 
fault with my performance; ſo that I was diſ- 
guſted at the profeſſion.” *© Thou art eaſily diſ- 
couraged, (replied Phenicia) Doſt thou not know 
2 theſe great actreſſes are commonly jealous ? 
F 3 They 
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They are afraid (in ſpite of all their vanity) of 
being eclipſed. In ſhort, ] won't take Arſenia's 
word for thy incapacity ; for ſhe was certainly in- 
fincere : nay, I aſſure thee, without flattery, that 
thou art born for the ſtage ; thou haſt genius, a 
free and graceful carriage, a ſweet voice, a good 
cheſt, and withal a face! Ah, baggage, how 
many cavaliers wilt thou charm, if thou turn'it 
actreſs! 

She plied me with more ſuch ſeducing diſcourſe, 
and made me pronounce ſome verſes, that I myſelt 
might judge of my capacity for acting: but when 
ſhe heard me, it was quite another caſe ; ſhe over- 
whelmed me with applauſe, and preferred me to 
all the actreſſes in Madrid. After this, I ſhould 
Have been incxcuſable, had I doubted my own me- 
Tit, Arſenia ſtood impeached, and convicted of 
jealouſy and infincerity ; and I could not help al- 
Jowing that I was an admirable ſubject. Two 
aQors, who happened to come in at that inſtant, 
and before whom Phenicia obliged me to repeat 
the verſes which I had already recited to her, were 
ſeized with a kind of extaſy; from which they 
no ſooner recolleted themſelves, than they loaded 
me with praiſe. In good earneſt, had the three 
wagered with one another which of them ſhould 
- applaud me moſt, they could not have employcd 
more hyperbolical expreſſions, My modeſty was 


not proof againit ſuch elogiums: I began to be- 


lieve myſelf of ſore value; and thus my thoughts 
were turned towards the ſtage, 

| Com on then, my dear, (ſaid ] to Rhenicia) 
- the affair is determined: I will follow thy advice, 
and enter in the company, provided they think 
well of it.” My friend, tranſported with joy at 
- theſes words, bugged me in her arms; and her 
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two comrades ſcemed no leſs delighted to find me 
in theſe ſentiments. We agreed, that next day I 
ſhould repair to the theatre in the morning, and 
before the whole company aſſembled, ſhew the 
ſame ſample of my talent that I had exhibited to 
them. If I had acquired the good opinion of thoſe 
who were at Phenicia's lodgings, all the actors 


judged of me {till more favourably, when I had 


pronounced about twenty verſes in their preſence, 
They received me very willingly into their com- 

pany z and then I was wholly engroſſed by my firſt 

appearance, which, that TI might render as gay as 

poſſible, I employed upon it all the money that 

remained from the ſale of my ring ; and though I 

had not enough to make a ſuperb figure, I at leaſt 

found means to ſupply the want of magnificence, 

by a genteel taſte in my dreſs, 

At length I appeared on the ſtage, for the firſt 
time; and then, what thundering applauſe, what 
elogiums was I favoured with! It is downright 
modeſty, my friend, to ſay ſimply that I raviſhed 
the audience; one muſt have been witneſs of the 
noiſe I made at Seville, to believe it. I became the 

d:ſcourſe of the whole city, which, during three 
weeks, came in crouds to the play-houſe in ſuch a 
manner, that the company, by this novelty, re- 
calied the publick, which had begun to deſert them. 
I began then in a manner that charmed every 
hody ; and this was the ſame thing as if I had ad- 
vertiſed myſelf to be let to the higheſt bidder. 


Twenty cavaliers, of all ages, outvied one another 


in their proffers to me; and if I had followed my 
own inclination, I would have choſen him who 
was moſt young and handſome : but people of our 
ſtamp ought to conſulr nothing but their intereſt 
and ambition, when a ſettlement is depending. 
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For this reaſon, Don Ambroſio de Niſana, a man 
already old and ugly, but rich, generous, and one 
of the moſt powerful noblemen of Andalouſia, 
had the preference, True indeed, I made him 
purchaſe my favours at a good price ; he hircd for 
me a good houſe, which he furniſhed in a very 
magnificent manner, gave me an expert cook, 
two lacquies, a chambermaid, and a thouſand du- 
cats for my monthly expence, over and above rich 
cloaths and a pretty large quantity of jewels, 
What a change was this in my fortune! My 
reaſon could not ſupport it: I appeared to myſelf 
all of a ſudden quite another perſon ; and I am 
not ſurpriſed that there are girls who forget in a 
little time the meanneſs and miſery from which 


they are reſcued by the caprice of a man of qua- 
lity. I will make a fincere confetſion ; the ap- 


plauſe of the publick, the flattering diſcourſe that 
I heard from all quarters, and the paſſion of Don 
Ambroſio, inſpired me with ſentiments of vanity 
that amounted to mere extravagance, I conſidered 
my talent as a noble title; I aſſumed the airs of a 
woman of quality ; and becoming as covetous as 
I had before been prodigal of my ſmiles, I re- 
ſolved to limit my proſpect to dukes, counts, and 
marquiſſes only, 

Signior de Niſana came to ſup at my houſe every 
evening with ſome of his friends ; and I, on my 
fide, took care to invite the moſt engaging of our 
actreſſes: ſo that we commonly ſpent the beſt part 
of the night in drinking and making merry. I ac- 
commodated myſelf mighty well to ſuch an agree- 
able life, which, however, lafted but fix months. 
Noblemen are apt to change, otherwiſe they would 
be too amiable. Don Ambroſio forſook me, for a 
conqueſt he had made of a young creature from 

Grenada, 


SR 


1 


GIL BLA S. 53 


Grenada, who had arrived at Seville with ſome 
charms, and the talent of diſpoſing them to the 


| beſt advantage. My affliction at his inconſtancy 


did not laſt, however, more than four and twenty 
hours. I choſe in his room a cavalier of two and 
twenty, called Don Lewis d'Aicacer, to whom, in 
point of perſon, few Spaniards could be compared, 


Thou wilt, doubtleſs, aſk, and thou halt reaſon 
ſo to do, why I took ſuch a young nobleman for 


my gallant, when I knew the conſequences of fuch 


a choice. But, beſides that Don Lewis had nei- 


ther father nor mother, and already enjoyed his 
eſtate, I muſt tell thee, that theſe conſequences 


are not to be dreaded but by girls of a ſervile con- 


dition, or unhappy ſhe-adventurers, Women of 
our profeſſion are privileged perſons, and not at 
all anſwerable for the effects that our charms pro- 
duce. So much the worſe for thoſe families whoſe 
heirs we pillage, 

Alcacer and I attached ourſelves ſo A to 
one another, that no mutual paſſion, I believe, 
ever equalled that with which we were inflamed, 
We loved with ſo much fury, that one Would have 
thought we were both enchanted : and thoſe wha 
were acquainted with our correſpondence, be- 
lieved us the moſt happy lovers in the world 
though we were, in reality, the moſt miſerable, 
If Don Lewis had a perſon altogether amiable, he 
was at the ſame time ſo jealous, that he afflicted 
me inceſſantly with unjuſt ſuſpicions. It was in 
vain for me to accommodate myſelf to this weak- 
neſs, to conſtrain myſelf ſo far as not to look upon 
a man, His diſtruſt, ingenious in finding out 
crimes to lay to my charge, rendered my caution 
altogether uſeleſs, Our moſt tender moments were 


always diſturbed by quarrels, Which it was impoſ- 
ſible 
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fible to endure, Both of us loſt our patience, 
and we broke in a friendly manner, Would'ſt 
thou believe it? we looked upon the laſt day as 
the moſt charming of our commerce. Equally 


fatigued with the troubles we had undergone, we 
expreſſed the utmoſt joy in our mutual adi u. 


We were like two miſerable captives, who, aſter 
a rude ſlavery, at laſt recover their freedom. 

Since that adventure, I am always on my guard 
againſt love. I will no more contract attachments 


that may diſturb my repoſe: it does not become 


thoſe of our profeſſion to ſigh like other people; 
and we ought not to entertain in private a paſſion, 
the ridicule of which we reprefent in publick. 
About this time, I afforded ſome employment 
to fame, which reported every where, that I was 
an inimitable actreſs. On the aſſurance of this 
goddeſs, the players of Grenada wrote to me, pro- 
poſing that I ſhould enter into their company; and 
to let me know that the propoſal was not to be 
rejected, ſent me an account of their daily ex- 


pence, and the terms of their offer: from which 
1 concluded, that it would be for my intereſt to 


comply. I accepted it therefore; though, at bot- 
tom, I was grieved at parting from Phenicia and 
Dorothea, whom I loved as much as one woman 
is capable of loving others of her ſex. I left the 
firſt buſy in melting the plate of a little merchant 
goldſmith, who, out of vanity, would have an 
actreſs for his miſtreſs. I forgot to tell thee, that 
when I devoted myſelf to the ſtage, I changed, 
through whim, my name from Laura into that of 
Eſtella, under which appellation I ſet out for 
Grenada, 

Here my firſt appearance was no leſs lucky than 

n, and I ſaw myſelf at once ſurrounded 


by 
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by admirers : but being reſolved to favour none 
except in an honourable way, I behaved to them 
with ſo much reſerve, that they were blinded by 
my affected modeſty, Nevertheleſs, that I might 
not be the dupe of a conduct that would be of no 


' ſervice, and which indeed was not natural to me, 


I was going to liſten to a young judge of the citi- 
zen race, who aſſumes the nobleman by virtue 
of his office, a ſumptuous table and rich equi- 
page, when I ſaw, for the firſt time, the Marquis 
de Marialva. This Portugueze lord, who tra- 
vels through Spain out of curioſity, ſtopped on 


his way at Grenada; and coming to the play one 


night, when I did not act, conſidered with great 
attention the actreſſes who preſented themſelves, 


and found one to his liking, He made an ac- 


quaintance with her the very next day, and was 
ready to conclude the bargain, when I appeared on 
the ſtage. My figure, and the airs I gave myſelf, 
turned the weathercock all of a ſudden; and my 
Portugueze attached himſelf to me only. To con- 
feſs the truth, as I was not ignorant that my com- 
rade had pleaſed that nobleman, I ſpared nothing 
to deprive her of her conqueſt; and I had the 
good fortune to accompliſh it. I know that ſhe 
bears me a grudge for my ſucceſs, but I could not 
help doing it ; and ſhe ought to conſider, it is a 
thing ſo natural to women, that the beſt friends 
make no ſcruple of practiſing it on one another, 
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The reception wvhich Gil Blas met ⁊uith from the players 
of Grenada, and his finding an old acquaintance be- 
Lind the ſcenes, | 


AURA had no ſooner finiſhed her ſtory, than 
an old actreſs, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood, came to take her up in her way to the play- 
houſe, This venerable ſtage-heroine would have 
been very proper for playing the part of the god- 
deſs Coty:, My ſiſter did not fail to preſent her 
brother to this ſuperannuated figure; upon which, 
a great many compliments patted on both ſides. 
I ͤ left them together, telling the ſteward's wi- 
dow, that I would rejoin her at the theatre, as 
ſcon as I ordered my baggage to be carried to the 
Marquis of Marialva's houte, to which he gave 


me a direction, I went, immediately to my own 


room; from whence, after having ſatisfied my 

Iandlady, I repaired with a man who carried my 

portmanteau, to a large ſurniſhed houſe where my 
new maſter lodged, I met at the door his ſtew- 

ard, who aſked me if I was not Dame Eſtella's 

brother; and upon my anſwering in the affirma- 

tive, ſaid, © Signior cavalicr, you are very wel- 

come : the Marquis of Marialva, whoſe ſteward 1 

have the honour to be, has ordered me to give you 

a handſome reception. There is a chamber pre- 

" pared for you; to which, it you pleaſe, I will 
ſhew you the way,” So ſaying, he carried me 

to the top of the houſe, and ſhewed me into a 

chamber ſo ſmall, that a very narrow bed, a chcit, 

and two chairs quite filled it. This was my apart- 

ment. You won't be very much at large in 

this place, ſaid my guide; but to make you 

| amends, 
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amends, you ſhall be lodged in a ſuperb manner 
at Liſbon.“ I locked my portmanteau in my cheſt, 
put the key in my pocket, and aſked at what 
hour they ſupped. It was anſwered, that the 
Portugueze nobleman kept no table at home, but 
gave a certain monthly ſum to each domeſtick 
for his board, I put other queſtions to him, and 
learned, that the people belonging to the marquis 
were a parcel of happy ſluggards. After a ſhort 


converſation, I left the ſteward, to go in queſt of 


Laura, agreeably ingroſſed with the preſage I had 
conceived of my new place. 

As ſoon as I arrived at the playhouſe-door, and 
told that I was Eſtella's brother, I was imme- 
diately admitted, You might have ſeen the guards 
as eager in making a paſſage for me, as if I had 
been one of the moſt conſiderable noblemen of 
Grenada, All the ſervants and door-keepers whom 
I met, made me profound bows. But what I wiſh 
I could paint to the reader, was my ſerio-comical 
reception behind the ſcenes, where I found the 
company all dreſſed, and ready to begin. The 
actors and actreſſes to whom Laura preſented me, 
poured upon me in ſhoals, The men over- 
whelmed me with embraces ; and the women, in 
their turns, applying their painted faces to mine, 
covered it with white and red: each defirous of 
being the firſt to make their compliment, they ſpoke 
all together. It was impoſſible for me alone to 
anſwer them ; but my ſiſter came to my aſſiſtance, 
and her indefatigable tongue did not leave me in 
debt to any one, 

The embraces of the actors and actreſſes did not 
ſuffice; for I was alſo obliged to undergo the civi- 


. lities of the ſcene-painter, the muſic, prompter, 
candle-ſnuffer and his deputy : in ſhort, of ail the 
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ſervants of the theatre, who, on the report of my 
arrival, came running to behold me. One would 
have thought that all theſe people were foundlings, 
who never had ſeen a brother before. 
Mean while, the performance began; and ſome 
gentlemen, who were behind the ſcenes, run to 
their places ; while I, like a child of the houſe, 
continued to "converſe with thoſe of the actors who 
were not on the ſtage, Among theſe, I heard one 
called Melchior: I was ſtruck with the name; I 
conſidered with attention the perfon who bore it, 
and imagined I had ſeen him ſomewhere, I at 
length recollected him to be Melchior Zapata, that 
poor ſtroler, who, as I have obferved in the firſt 
volume of my hiſtory, ſoaked cruſts of bread in a 
ſpring. 

Taking him aſide accordingly, © I am miſtaken 
(ſaid I) if you are not that Signior Melchior, with 
whom I had the honour to breakfaſt one day, at 
the fide of a clear ſpring between Valadolid and 

Segovia, I was in company with a journeyman 
barber ; we had ſome proviſions in a knapſack, 
--which being joined to yours, made up a pretty | 
little repaſt, which was ſeaſoned with a thouſand | 
agreeable ſallies.” Zapata having muſed ſome mi- 
nutes, anſwered, Vou mention a circumſtance 1; 
which I recal without difficulty: T was then re- 
turning to Zamora, from having made an unſuc- | 
ceſsful attempt on the ſtage at Madrid: I remem- 
ber too, that I was in very bad circumſtances.” 
© I remember the ſame thing (faid I) by this to- 
ken, that you wore a acket lined with play-bills. 
You ſee I have not forgot it, no more than that 
you complained at that time of having roo chaſte ' 
a wife.” © Oh! I have no cauſe to complain of 
that at preſent, (ſaid * with precipitation! 

_ 
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egad! my goſſip is very much reformed in that 
particular ; and therefore my jacket is better lined 
than formerly.” 

I was going to congratulate him on his wife's 
reformation, when he was obliged to leave me, in 
order to appear upon the ſtage, Curious to know 
his ſpouſe, I made up to an actor, and deſired he 
would ſhew her to me. This he did; ſaying, 
There ſhe is; that is Narciſſa, the handſomeſt 
of our ladies, your ſiſter excepted. I immediately | 
concluded, that this actreſs muſt be ſhe ; in favour 
of whom the marquis de Marialva had declared 
himſelf, before he had ſeen Eſtella ; - and my con- 
zecture was but too true.“ When the play was 
over, I conducted Laura to her lodging, where I 
perceived ſeveral cooks preparing a great enter- 
tainment. Thou mayeſt ſup here,” (ſaid ſhe.) 
« I won't indeed, (ſaid I) the marquis, perhaps, 
will chooſe to be alone with you.“ O! not at all, 
(ſhe replied) he is to be here with two of his 
friends and one of our gentlemen ; and it is in th 1 
own option to make the ſixth. Thou knowe 
that, in the houſes of actreſſes, ſecretaries have 
the privilege of eating with their maſters.” True, 
(ſaid I) but it would be a little too early for me to 
put myſelf. on the footing of a favourite ſecretary. 
I muſt firſt enjoy his confidence, before I can merit 
that honourable privilege. So ſaying, I left her, 
and repaired to my eating-houſe, which I intended 
to frequent every day, ſince my maſter kept no 
table at home, 
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CHAT. 1. 


He ſupped that evening with an extraordinary man: an 
account of what happened between them, 


Obſerved in the hall a kind of old monk cloathed 

in coarſe grey cl th, who was at ſupper all 
alone in a corner. Sitting down out of curioſity 
juſt oppoſite to him, I ſaluted him very civilly, 
and he ſhewed himſelf no leſs polite. My pittance 
being brought, 1 began, to difpatch it with a good 
deal of appetite; and while I ate in filence, I fre- 
quently looked at this perion, whoſe eyes I always 
found fixed on mine, Fatigued with his ſtubborn 
perſeverance in looking at me, I addreſſed him in 
theſe words: Father, have we ever ſeen one an- 
other before? You obſerve me, as if. I was not 
altogether unknown to you.“ 

He anſwered with great gravity, " My reaſon 
for fixing my eyes upon you, is to admire the pro- 
digious variety of adventures which are marked in 
the features of your face.“ I ſee, (ſaid I, with an 
air of raillery) that your reverence deals in meto- 
poſcopy.** © I may boaſt of poſſeſſing that art, 
(replied the monk) and of having made preſages, 
which have been verified by the event, I am 
"alſo ſkilled in chiromancy, and will venture to 
ſay, that my oracles are infallible, when 1 have 
compared the inſpection of the hand with that of 
the face. 

Although this old man had all the appearance of 
a wiſe perſon, I cough him ſo fooliſh, that I 


could not help ! 


being offended, he ſmiled at my impoliteneſs, and 
continued ſpeaking in theſe words, after having 


caſt his eyes round the hall, to be aſſured that no- 
body 


ghing in his face. Inſtead of 
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body liſtened; I am not ſurpriſed to fee you ſo 
prejudiced againſt two ſciences, which are looked 
upon as frivolous in this age. The long and pain- 
ful ſtudy which they demand, diſcourage all the 
learned men, who renounce and decry them, out 
of deſpair of acquiring them. For my own part, 
I am not diſcouraged by the obſcurity in which 
they are ſhrouded, no more than by the difficulties 
which inceſſantly occur in the ſearch of chymical 
ſecrets, and in the wonderful art of tranſmuting 
metals into gold. 

But I don't conſider, (added he, recollecting 
himſelf) that I ſpeak to a young cavalier, to whom 
my diſcourſe muſt in effect appear quite chimerical, 
A ſample of my ſkill will diſpoſe you much better 
than all I can ſay, to judge more favourably of my 
art.“ With theſe words, he took out of his pocket 


a phial full of red liquor; and then ſaid, © Here 


is an elixir which I compoſed this morning of the 


juice of certain plants diſtilled in an alembick ; 


for I have employed almoſt all my life, like De- 
mocrates, in finding out the properties of minerals 
and fimples. You ſhall ſee its virtue put to the 


proof. The wine which we now drink to ſupper, 


though it is execrable, ſhall become excellent. So 
ſaying, he put into my bottle two drops of his 
elixir, which rendered my wine more delicious 


than the beſt that is drunk in Spain. 


The marvellous ſtrikes the imagination; and 
when once that is gained, the judgment is no 
longer uſed, Charmed with ſuch a fine ſecret, 
and perſuaded that he muſt be more than the de- 
vil, who could. find it out, I cried in a tranſport 
of admiration, © O ! father, pray pardon me, if 
I took you at firſt for an old fool, I now do juſtice 


to your capacity; and need no more than I have 


G 3 ſeen, 
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ſcen, to be aſſured, that you could, if you pleaſed, 
convert in an initant a bar of iron into an ingot 
of gold. How happy ſhould I be, could I poſſeſs 
ſuch an admirable ſcience.“ Heaven preſerve you 
from ſuch an acquiſition, (ſaid the old man, in- 
terrupting me with a profound ſigh.) You don't 
know, my ſon, what a fatal ſecret you with for, 
Inſtead of envying, rather pity me, for having be- 
ſtowed ſo much pains to make myſelf unhappy. 
I live in continual diſquiet. I am afraid of being 
diſcovered, and that my labours will be rewarded 
by perpetual impriſonment, 

In this apprehenſion I lead a wandering life, 
diſguiſed ſomerimes like a prieſt or monk, and 
ſometimes like a peaſant or cavalier, Is it then 
an advantage to know how to make gold at that 
price? And are no: riches a real puniſhment for 
thoſe perſons who cannot enjoy them in tran- 
quillity ? MLA 

This diſcourſe ſeeming to me very ſenſible, BD 
ſaid to the ſage, © There is nothing like a quiet 
lite: you give me a diſguſt at the philoſopher's 
ſtone; and I will be contented with learning of 
you the future events of my life. With all 
my heart, child, anſwered he, I have already made 
my remarks on your features: Jet us now ſee your 
hand.“ I preſented it to him with a confidence 
that will not do me much honour in the opinion of 
ſome readers; and he having examined it with 
great attention, exclaimed in a fit of enthuſiaſm, 
Ah! what tranfitions from grief to joy, and 
from joy to grief! What capricious ſucceſſion of 
misfortune and proſperity ! But you have al- 
ready experienced a great deal of theſe viciſſitudes, 
You have not a great many more afflictions to un- 


dergo, and a nobleman will confer upon you an 
agreeable 
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agreeable deſtiny, not ſubje& to change. After 
having aſſured me, that I might depend on, this 
prediction, he bad me farewell, and went out of 


the eating-houſe, leaving me quite ingroſſed with 


the things which I had heard. I did not at all 
doubt that the Marquis de Marialva was the no- 
bleman in queſtion; and of conſequence, nothing 
ſeemed more poſſible than the accompliſhment of 
the oracle. But though I had not ſeen the leaſt. 
appearance of probability, I could not have helped * 
repoſing an intire belief in the falſe monk, ſo 
much authority had he acquired in my opinion by 
his elixir, On my fide, that I might haſten the 
happineſs that was predicted to me, I reſolved to 
attach myſelf to the marquis more than I had 
done to any of my maſters ; and having formed 
this reſolution, I retired to our houſe in a tranſ- 
port of joy that I cannot expreſs. Never did a 
woman leave a oe with more fatiſ- 


faction. 


EE 


The commiſſion that the Marquis de Marialva gave to 
Gil Blas, and the manner in which that faithful 
ſecretary acquitted himſelf of it, 


HE Marquis was not yet come home from 
the lodgings of his actreſs; and I found his 
valets de chambre playing at primero, in his apart- 
ment, expecting his return. I made up to them, 
and we'amuſed ourſelves in making merry till two 
o'clock in the morning, when our maſter arrived. 
He was a litt'e ſurpriſed to ſee me, and ſaid with 
a gracious air, which made me gueſs that he re- 
turned very well ſatisfied with his evening's plea- 
ſure, © How, Gil Blas! not yet a-bed?”” I an- 
| ſwered, 
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ſwered, that I was firſt willing to know what or- 
ders he had for me. I ſhall, perhaps, (he re- 
ſumed) give you a commiſſion to-morrow morn- 
ing; but it will be time enough then to give you 
the particulars, Mean while, you may go to reſt ; 
and henceforth remember, that I diſpenſe with 
your attendance in the evening, having occaſion 
for nobody but my valets de chambre.“ 

After this explanation, which at bottom gave 
me a good deal of pleaſure, fince it ſpared me a 
piece of ſubjection which I ſhould have ſometimes 
felt in a very diſagreeable manner, I left the Mar- 
quis in his apartment, and retiring to my garret, 
went to bed; but having no inclination to fleep, 
it came into my head, that I ſhould follow the ad- 
vice which Pythagoras gives us, of recollecting at 
night all that we have done in the day, in order 

to applaud our good, and condemn our bad actions. 
I did not find my conſcience clear enough to be 


ſatisfied with myſelf ; but reproached myſelf with 


having ſupported the impoſture of Laura. In vain 
did 1 ſuggeſt as an excuſe, that I could not in 
honour give the lye to a girl, who had nothing in 
view, but to do me a pleaſure; and that, in ſome 
ſhape, I found myſelf under a neceſſity of being 
an accomplice in the cheat. Little fatisfied with 
this apology, I anſwered, that I ought not then 
to have puſhed things ſo far, and that I muſt 
have a great deal of impudence to live with a no- 
bleman, whoſe confidence I fo ill repaid, In 
ſhort, after a ſevere examination, I concluded, 
that if I was not a rogue, I was next kin to it, 
From thence paſſing to the conſequences, I re- 
preſented to myſelf, that I played a very high 
game, in deceiving a man of quality, who, for my 
_ fins, would perhaps ſoon diſcover the trick. A 
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reflection ſo judicious terrified me not a little; but 
the ideas of pleaſure and intereſt ſoon diſſipated 
my fear. Beſides, the prophecy of the man with 
the elixir, would have been ſufficient to remove 
my doubts. I gave myſelf up, therefore, to the 


moſt agreeable fancies: I formed new rules of 


arithmetick, to reckon within myſelf the ſum to 
which my wages would amount at the end of 
ten years ſervice, To this I added the gratifica- 
tions which I ſhould receive from my maſter ; and 
meaſuring them by his liberal diſpoſition, or rather 
by my own defires, I had an intemperance of ima- 
gination, (if J may be allowed the expreſſion) 


which ſet no bounds to my fortune, I was gra- 


dually lulled by ſo much wealth, and fell aſleep, 


in the very act of building caſtles in Spain. 


Next day, I got up at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, to go and receive my patron's orders ; but as 
I opened my door to go out, I was very much 
ſurpriſed to ſee him appear before me all alone, in 
his night-cap and morning-gown. © Gil Blas, 
(ſaid he) laſt night, when I left your ſiſter, I pro- 


miſed to be with her this morning; but an affair 


of conſequence hinders me from keeping my word, 


Go and aſſure her from me, that I am very much 


mortified at the diſappointment; and tell her, I 
ſhall certainly ſup with her in the evening. This 


is not all, (added he, putting into my hand a 


purſe with a little ſhagreen box enriched with dia- 
monds) carry this my picture to her, and keep this 
purſe of fifty piſtoles, which I give as a mark of 


the friendſhip I have already conceived for you.“ 


I took the picture with one hand, and the purſe I 
ſo little deſerved with the other; running inſtantly 
to Laura, ſaying in the exceſs of the joy with 


which I was tranſported, ©* Good! the prediction 
| | 18 
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is viſibly accompliſhing, What happineſs is it to 
be the brother of ſuch a handſome and galtant 
girl? What a pity it is, that there is not as much 
honour as profit and pleaſure in it ?*? 

Laura, contrary to the cuſtom of people of her 
profeſſion being uſed to riſe early, I ſurpriſed her 
at her toilet; where, in expectation of the Por- 
tugueze, ſhe joined to her natural beauty all the 
auxiliary charms that the art of coquetry could 
beſtow. © Amiable Eſtella, (ſaid I to her when I 
entered) the loadſtone of ſtrangers, I may now 
fit at table with my maſter, fince he has honoured 
me with a commiſſion which gives me that prero- 
gative, and of which I come to acquit myſelf, 
He cannot have the pleaſure of your company this 
morning, as he propoſed ; but, for your conſola- 
tion, will ſup with you at night : and he ſends you 
his picture, which to me ſeems a matter of ſtili 
greater conſolation.“ 

I accordingly gave her the box, TY by the 
bright ſparkling of the diamonds that adorned it, 
infinitely rejoiced her eye-ſight, She opened it, 
and ſhutting it again, after having conſidered the 
painting ſuperficially, ſhe returned to the ſtones, 
whoſe beauty ſhe extolied, ſaying with a ſmile, 
„ Theſe are copies which we women of the ſtage 
value more than originals.” 

I then told her that the generous Portugueze, 
when he entruſted me with the picture, had grati- 
fied me with a purſe of fifty piſtoles. J con- 
gratulate thee upon thy good fortune, (ſaid ſhe to 
me) this nobleman begins where others even rarely 
end. © To you, my dear crea: ure, (I replied) 
I owe this preſent ; the Marquis beſtowed it upon 
me ſolely on acccunt of my being your brother.“ 
I wiſh (ſaid ſhe) that he would give you as 

much 
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much every day; for I cannot exprefs how dear 
thou art to me, The very firſt moment I ſaw 
thee, I attached myſelf to thee by a tie too ſtrong 
for time to break, When I loſt thee at Madrid, I 
did not deſpair of finding thee again; and yeſter- 
day, when I ſaw thee, received thee as a man 
whom fate brought back to my arms, In a word, 
my friend, heaven has deſtined us for one an- 
other: thou ſhalt be my huſband ; but we muſt 
firſt enrich ourfelves, I want to have two or 
three more intrigues to make thee eaſy for life.” 

T thanked her in a polite manner, for the 
trouble ſhe intended to take on my account; and 
we inſenſibly engaged in a converfation that laſted 
till noon, Then I ret. red, to give an account to 
my maſter of the manner in which his preſent 
was received : and though Laura had given me no 
inſtructions on that ſubjeR, I did not fail to com- 
poſe by the way a fine compliment, which J in- 
tended to repeat in her name. But when I went 
home, I was told that the Marquis had gone out : 
and it was decreed that I ſhould ſee him no more; 
as may be perceived in reading the following 
chapter. 


CHAT AL 


Gil Blas receives a piece of news, zobich aas like a 
thunderbolt to him, 


Repaired to my eating-houſe, where meeting 
two men of a very agreeable converſation, I 
* dined and ſat at table with them, till it was time 
to go to the play. Then we parted : they went 
about their own affairs, and I took the road to 
the theatre. I muſt obſerve by the bye, that f 
had all the reaſon in the world to be in good hu- 

mou; 
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mour; mirth had reigned in my converſation with 
theſe two gentlemen; my fortune had a moſt 
ſmiling face ; and notwithſtanding, my ſpirits ſunk, 
without my knowing the reaſon, and without my 
being able to keep them up. It was, doubtleſs, a 
preſage of the misfortune with which I was 


threatened. 


As I entered the green-room, Melchior Sete | 


came to me, and telling me ſoftly to follow him, 
carried me into a private place, and addreſſed me 
in this manner, « Signior cavalier, I think it my 
duty to give you a very important piece of intel- 
ligence, You know that the Marquis de Marialva 
had, at firſt, a paſſion for Narciſſa, my wife; and 
already appointed a day to come and take a ſlice 
of my rib, when the artful Eſtella found means 

to break the bargain, and allure the Portugueze 


nobleman to her own charms. You may well be- 
lieve, that an actreſs does not loſe ſuch a good 


prey without vexation. My ſpouſe has this affair 
at heart, and is capable of undertaking any thing 
to be revenged : the has now a fair occaſion. 


Yeſterday, if you remember, all our ſervants 


crowded to ſee you: the under candle-ſnuffer 
told ſome of the company, that he knew you very 
well, and that you was nothing leſs than Eſtella" 8 
brother. 

This report (added Melchior) reached the ears 
of Narciſſa, who did not fail to interrogate the 
author, and he has confirmed his aſſertion, by 
telling her, that he knew you Arſenia's valet, 
at the ſame time that Eſtella, under the name of 
Laura, ſerved that actreſs at Madrid. My wife, 
charmed with this diſcovery, will impart it unto 
the Marquis de Marialva, who is to be at the 
play this evening. Take your meaſures accord- 

ingly ; 
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ingly ; if you are not actually Eftella's brother, I 
adviſe you, as a friend, and on account of our 
old acquaintance, to provide for your ſafety. 
Narciſſa, who demands but one victim, has al- 
lowed me to give you this notice, that you may 
prevent any ſiniſter accident by immediate flight.“ 
It would have been ſuperfluous in him to fay 
more of the matter. I thanked the ſtage-player 
for his information, and he eaſily perceived, by 
my terrified look, that I was not the man to give 
the candle-ſnuffer the lye. I did not feel the leaſt 
inclination to depend upon my effrontery : I was 
not even tempted to bid Laura farewel, left ſhe 
mould have infiſted upon my facing it out, I 
could very well conceive, that ſhe was an act- 
zefs” of ſuch ſkill, as to be able to extricate her- 
ſelf out of the dilemma ; but I ſaw nothing ex- 
cept an infallible chaſtiſement for me, and I was 
not ſo much in love as to brave it. My ſole ſtudy 


being, therefore, to eſcape with my houſhold gods, 


: mean my baggage, I diſappeared from the play- 
houſe in a twinkling, and, with the utmoſt diſ- 
patch, cauſed my portmanteau to be tranſported 
to the houſe of a carrier, who was to ſet out for 
Toledo, at three o'clock next morning, I could 
have wiſhed to be with the Count de Polan, whoſe 
houſe ſeemed my only aſylum : but I was not yet 
there, and I could not, without the utmoſt un- 
eaſineſs, think on the time I had to ſtay in a city, 
where I was afraid they would fearch for me, even 
in the night. 

I did not, fer all that, omit going to ſupper, 
at my eating-houſe, although I was as much di- 
Kurbed as a debtor, who knows that there are 


_ bailiffs at his heels. What I ate that evening, did 


not, I believe, produce excellent chyle in my ſto- 
Vor, III. H mach. 
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mach, The miſerable ſport of fear, I examined 
every body that came into the hall; and when, 
-unluckily, any ill-looking fellow entered, (a com- 
mon caſe in theſe places) I ſhivered with dread. 
Having ſupped, in the midſt of continual alarms, 
I roſe from table, and returned to the Tarrier's 
houſe, where I threw myſelf on a truſs of freſh 
ſtraw, and lay till the hour of our departure. 

Mean while, my patience was ſufficiently exer- 
ciſed. I was attacked with a thouſand diſagree- 
able reflections: when I chanced to ſlumber, I be- 
held the furious marquis mangling the fair face of 
Laura with blows, and demoliſhing every thing in 
her houſe; or heard him order his ſervants to 
make me periſh under the baſtinado. Then ſtart- 
ing, I awoke; and though to wake, is uſually 
a great comfort after ſuch a terrible dream, 
waking was to me more dreadful than the dream 
itſelf, Happily for me, the carrier delivered me 
from my affliction, by giving me notice that his 
mules were ready, I was immediately a-foot, 
and, thank heaven! ſet out radically cured of 
chiromancy and Laura. In proportion as we 
moved from Grenada, my mind reſumed its tran- 
quillity ; and I began to enter into converſation 
with the carrier, I laughed at ſome: pleaſant 
ſtories he recounted, and loſt, inſenſibly, all my 
fear. I enjoyed a ſound ſleep at Ubeda, where 
we lay the firſt night, and on the fourth arrived 

at Toledo. 

My firſt care was to aſk a direction for the 
Count de Polan's houſe, whither I repaired, very 
wel! perſuaded that he would not ſuffer me to- 
lodge in any other place: but I reckoned without 
my hoſt; for I found no body at home, but the 
houſekeeper, who told me that his maſter had ſet 
out 
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out in the evening for the caſtle of Leyva, having 
teceived a meſſage that Seraphina was dange- 
rouſly ill. 

I did not expect the abſence of the count, which 
diminiſhed the joy I felt in being at Toledo, and 


Induced me to take another reſolution, Finding 


myſelf ſo near Madrid, I refolved to go thither ; 
reflecting that I might puſh myſelf at court, where 
a ſuperior genius, as I had heard, was not abſolutely 
neceſſary to make a fortune. The very next day, 
I took the advantage of a return horſe for that 
capital of Spain; and fortune conducted me thi- 
ther, in order to make me act higher parts than 
thoſe which I had hitherto performed, 


CHAP ak 


Gi] Blas takes lodgings in a houſe where he contracts an 

acquaintance with captain Chinchilla, The character 

| of that officer ; with an account of the affair that 
brought bim fo Madrid, 


N my firſt arrival at Madrid, I fixed my ha- 
bitation in a houſe that was let into lodg- 
ings, where lived, among other people, an old 
captain, who had come from the farther end of 
New Caſtile, to ſollicit at court for a penſion, 
which he thought he had but too well deſerved. 
His name was Don Hannibal de Chinchilla. It was 
not without aſtoniſhment that 1 beheld him for 
the firſt time, being a man turned of fixty, of a 
gigantic ſtature, and extremely meagre, He wore 
a pair of thick whiſkers, that curled up to his 
temples on each fide, Over and above his want 
of a leg and arm, a large plaiſter of green filk 
ſupplied the place of one eye ; and the fears of 
many wounds appeared on his face, Theſe things 
H 2 | ex- 
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excepted, he was pretty much like another man. 
Beſides, he had a good deal of underſtanding, and 
Nill more gravity ; was ſcrupulous in his morals, 
and, in particular, piqued himſelf on his delicacy 
in point of honour, 

Aſter having converſed with him two or three 
times, he honoured me with his confidence, I 


ſoon became acquainted with all his affairs. Ec 


recounted to me on what occaſions he had left an 
eye at Naples, an arm in Lombardy, and a leg in 
the Low Countries. What I admired in his nar- 


ration of battles and ſieges was, that not one gaſ- 


conade eſcaped him, nor even a word in his own 
Praiſe ; though I could have willingly pardoned 
him for boaſting of the half of himſelf that re- 
mained, as an indemnification for the other haif 
that he had loſt, Thoſe officers who return from 
the wars ſafe and ſound are ſeldom ſo modeſt, 

But he told me, the thing that gave him the 
moſt concern was, that he had ſpent a conſider- 
able eſtate in his campaigns, ſo that now his 


whole fortune was reduced to about an hundred 


ducats a year, which was ſcarce ſufficient to main - 


tain his whiſkers, clear his lodging, and pay for 
the writing his memorials, _©* For in ſhort, Sig- 


nior Cavalier, (added he, ſhrugging up his ſhoui- 
ders) I prefent one, thank God, every day, with- 
out being favoured with the leaſt notice. Onz 
would ſay, that there is a wager between th- 
prime miniſter and me, which of us ſhall firſt fail, 


I in giving, or he in receiving them. I have alſo 


had the honour to preſent ſeveral to his majeRy ; 
but the curate ſings no better than his clerk ; anc, 

in the mean time, my caſtle of Chinchilla fink: 
into ruins for want of reparation,” 
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& We muft deſpair of nothing, (ſaid I to the 
captain) you are now perhaps on the eve of ſeeing 
all your toils and troubles repaid with intereſt.“ 
«© I ought not to flatter myſelf with that hope, 
(replied Don Hannibal) three days are not yet 
elapſed, ſince I ſpoke to one of the miniſter's ſe- 


cretaries, and, if I may believe what he ſaid, I 


may make myſelf very eaſy.”* * And pray, what 
did he ſay ? (I replied) did he pretend that you 
was not worthy of a recompence ?** *© You ſhall 
judge, (reſumed Chinchilla,) The ſecretary told 
me, very plainly, Maſter What-d'ye-call-'um, 
don't brag ſo much of your zeal and fidelity. 
You have done no more than your duty, in ex- 
poſing yourſelf to danger in behalf of your coun- 
try. The glory alone which attends brave actions, 
is a ſufficient recompence, and ought to ſatisfy a 
Spaniard in particular, You muſt undeceive your- 
ſelf, therefore, if you look on the gratification you 
ſollicit, as a debt due to your valour. Provided it 
be granted to you, you will owe it entirely to the 
favour and generoſity of the king, who is pleaſed 
to think himſelf indebted to thoſe of his ſubjects, 
who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the ſervice of 
the ſtate. You ſee, by this, (purſued the captain) 


that I am ſtill in its debt, and that, in all likeli- 


hood, I ſhall return as rich as I came.“ 

One naturally intereſts himſelf for a brave man 
in adverſity, I encouraged him to perſevere, and 
offered to write his memorials gratis, I went even 
ſo far as to offer him my purſe, and to conjure 
him to take out of it what money he wanted, 
But he was none of thoſe who never wait for a 
ſecond invitation on theſe occaſions. On the con- 
trary, he ſhewed himſelf very delicate on this 
point, and thanked me, in a lofty manner, for 

. my 
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my good-will, He afterwards told me, that ra- 
ther than be a burden to any body, he had ao- 
cuſtomed himſelf, by degrees, to live ſo frugally, 
that the leaſt nouriſhment was ſufficient for Jis 
ſubſiſtance. This was but too true: his whole 
food conſiſted of leeks and onions; and, therefore, 
he was nothing but ſkin and bone. That he miglit 
have no witneſs of his wretched repaſt, he uſed to 
lock himſelf up in his chamber at meals. I ob- 
tained of him, however, by dint of intreaty, that 
we ſhould dine and ſup together; and deceiving 
his pride by an ingenious compaſſion, I ordered 
more victuals and liquor, than I had occaſion for, 
to be brought, and urged him to eat and dfin?-. 
At firſt he ſtood upon ceremony, but at length he 
ielded to my intreaties. After which, becomive, 
inſenſibly, more bold, he, of himſelf, affiſted me 
in clearing my plate, and emptying my bottle. 
When he had drank four or five draughts, an-“ 
reconciled his ſtomach to good nouriſhment ; 
F Truly (faid he, with an air of gaity) you a: 
very bewitching, Signior Gil Blas, you make me 
do what you pleaſe ; your behaviour diveſts me cf 
all fear of abuſing your beneficent diſpoſition.*” 
My captain, at that time, ſeemed ſo well rid cf 
his ſhame, that if I had laid hold of the oppc:- 
tunity of preſſing him again to accept my pur”, 
I believe he would not have refuſed it. But I did 
not put him to the trial; contenting myſelf Wi 
having made him my meſs-mate, and with takin; 
the trouble not only of writing his memorials, b::- 
alſo of helping him to compoſe them. By mezr ; 
of having copied homilies, I had learned to turn + 
period, and was become a kind of author. The 
old officer, on his part, piqued himſelf on hi; 
knowledge in compoſition : ſo that exerting our- 
| | | | | ſelvcs 
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ſelves together, through emulation, we produced 


morſels of eloquence, worthy of the moſt cele- 
brated maſters of Salamanca, But in vain did each 
of us exhauſt his genius, in ſowing flowers of 
rhetoric in theſe memorials ; it was no better, as 
the ſaying is, than ſowing them on ſand, What- 
ever expedient we fell upon to enhance the ſer- 


vices of Don Hannibal, the court paid no regard to 


it. A circumſtance that did not at all engage the 


old invalid to make the elogium of thoſe officers, 
who ruin themſelves in the field. In his bad hu- 
mour, he curſed his fate, and wiſhed Naples, 
Lombardy, and the Low Countries, at the devil. 


To compleat his mortification, it happened one 
day, that, under his very noſe, a poet, introduced 


by the Duke d'Alva, having rehearſed, in the 
preſence, an ode on the birth of an Infanta, was 
gratified with a penſion of five hundred ducats. 
1 believe the maimed captain would have run mad 


on this occaſion, had I not been at great pains 


to recompoſe him. What is the matter? (ſaid 


IT, ſeeing him quite beſide himſelf) there is no- 


thing in this that ought to give you uneaſineſs. 


Has it not been the privilege of poets, time im- 


memorial, to make princes pay tribute to the 


muſe? There is not a crowned head in the 


world, that does not gratify one of theſe gentle. 
men with a penſion: and, between you and me, 
theſe ſorts of rewards being generally tranſmitted 


to the knowledge of poſterity, immortalize the 
liberality of kings ; whereas the other recom- 


pences which they beſtow, are often but ſo much 
loſs to their reputation. How many rewards did 
Auguſtus diſpenſe? how many penſions did he 


grant, of which we have not the leaſt intimation ? 
But the moſt remote ' poſterity will always know, 
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as we do, that Virgil received near two hundred 
thouſand crowns from the bounty of that em- 
ror.” 
Notwithſtanding all I could ſay to Don Hanni- 


bal, the fruits of the ode ſtuck in his ſtomach like 


lead ; and as he could not digeſt it, he reſolved 
to abandon the whole of his purſuit, But firſt, 
being willing, as his laſt effort, to preſent one 
other memorial to the Duke of Lerma; we went 
together to the houſe of that prime miniſter, where 
we met a young man, who having ſaluted the 
captain, ſaid to him, with an affectionate air, 
„My dear, old maſter, is it you! what affair has 
brought you hither ? if you have occaſion for a 
perſon of intereſt with his highneſs, pray com- 
mand me; I offer you my good offices. How, 
Pedrillo! (replied the captain) to hear you talk, 
one would imagine you enjoy ſome important poſt 
in this family.“ © I have, at leaſt, (anſwered 
the young man) power enough to be of ſervice to 
an honeſt country gentleman like you.” © If 
that be the caſe, (ſaid the officer, with a ſmile) 
I have recourſe to your protection. © *Tis 
granted, (reſumed Pedrillo) let me know what is 

the buſineſs, and I promiſe you ſhall get ſome ſnips 
out of the miniſter.”” | N 
We had no ſooner communicated the affair to 
this benevolent young fellow, than he aſked where 
Don Hannibal lodged; in which being ſatisfied, he 
aſſured us, that we ſnhould hear of him next day; 
and then diſappeared, without giving us the leaſt 
hint of what he intended to do, or even telling us 
whether or no he belonged ro the Duke of Lerma. 
I was curious to know who this Pedrillo was, that 
ſeemed ſo ſprightly. He is a young fellow (ſaid 
the captain) who ſerved me ſome years ago, and 
who 
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| f who ſeeing me in want, left me to go in queſt of 

aq better place. I don't blame him for that: it is 
very natural for one to change for the better. He 

is a wag who does not want underſtanding, and 
is as intriguing as the devil: but, in ſpite of all 
his art, I don't depend a great deal upon the zeal 
which he has expreſſed in my behalf.” Who 
knows, (ſaid I) but he may be of ſome uſe? If 
he belongs, for example, to ſome one of the 
duke's principal officers, he may have it in his 
power to do you ſervice. You are not ignorant 
that every thing is carried, among the great, by 
cabal and intrigue ; that they have favourite do- 
meſtics, who lead them by the noſe ; and that theſe 
again, in their turn, are governed by their own 
valets.“ 

Next morning, pedrillo coming to our lodg- 
ings, © Gentlemen, (ſaid he) if I did not ex- 
plain myſelf yeſterday, on the means I have of 
ſerving captain Chinchilla, it was, becauſe we 
were not in a place proper for ſuch an explana- 
tion, Beſides, I was willing to ſound the buſineſs, 
before I diſcloſed it to you. You muſt know then, 
that I am the lacquey and confident of Signior 
Rodrigo de Calderona, the Duke of Lerma's firſt 
ſecretary, My maſter, who is very much addicted 
to gallantry, ſups every evening with an Arra- 
gonian nightingale, that he keeps encaged near 
the court, She is a very handſome girl, from Al- 
barazin, of good underſtanding, and ſings to ad- 
miration ; therefore ſhe is called Signiora Sirena. As 
I carry a 'billet-doux to her every morning, I have 
juſt now ſeen her; I have propoſed that ſhe ſhall 
make Don Hannibal paſs for her uncle, and, on 
that ſuppoſition, engage her gallant to protect him. 
She is willing to undertake the affair; for, beſides 
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the ſmall advantage ſhe foreſees in it for herſelf, 
ſhe will be extremely glad to be thought the niece 
of a brave gentleman,” | 

Signior de Chinchilla made wry faces at this 
propoſal, and expreſſed a reluctance in making 
himielf an accomplice of ſuch a prank ; and ill 
more, in ſuffering a ſhe-adventurer to diſhonour 
his family, by ſaying ſhe belonged to it. He was 
diſguſted at it, not only on account of himfelf, 
but alſo perceived in it, (if 1 may be allowed the 
expreſſion) a retro-aQive ignominy upon all his 
anceſtors. This delicacy ſeemed very unſeaſonable 
to Pedrillo, who being ſhocked at it, exclaimed, 
** You jeſt, ſure, to take it in that view! You 


are ſuch a ſet of people, you cottage ſquires, your 


vanity is quite ridiculous, Signior Cavalier, (he 
purſued, addiefling himſelf to me) are you not 
ſurprized at the ſcruples he makes? Egad! it is 


a fine thing indeed, to ſtand on ſuch punctilio's at 
court! Fortune is never neglected there, whatever 


villainous ſhape it aſſumes.” | 

I approved of what Pedrillo ſaid, and we ha- 
rangued the captain ſo ſucceſsfully, that we pre- 
vailed upon him, in ſpite of himſelf, to become 
Sirena's uncle, When we had gained this victory 
over his pride, we laid all our three heads toge- 


ther, in order to compoſe a new memorial for the 


miniſter, and it was reviſed, augmented, and cor- 
rected accordingly. I th n wrote it out fair, and 
Pedrillo carried it to the Arragonian lady, who, 
that very evening, put it into the hands of Signior 
Don Rodrigo, to whom ſhe ſpoke in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the ſecretary believing her really the 


captain's niece, promiſed to exert himſelf in his 
behalf. A few days after, we ſaw the effect of 


this our work, Pedrillo came to our lodging with 
an 
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an air of triumph: © Good news, (ſaid he to 
Chinchilla) the king is going to make a diſtribu- 
tion of governments, benefices, and penſions, in 
which you ſhail not be forgot. But I am ordered 


to aſk what preſent you intend to make to Sirena. 


As for my own part, I declare I'll have nothing 
at ail. I prefer the pleaſure of having contributed 
towards bettering my old maſter's fortune, to all 
the gold in the world, But this is not the caſe 
with our nymph of Albarazin: ſhe is a little 
Jewithly inclined, when the buſineſs is to oblige her 
neighbour ; ihe would take money of her own fa- 
ther; fo you may judge if ſhe will refuſe it from 
a pretended uncle.“ 

* Let her mention her demand, (replied Don 
Hannibal) ſhe ſhall, if ſhe pleaſes, have yearly one 
third of the penſion I obtain ; and that ought to 
ſatisfy her, if the whole revenues of his Catholic 
Majeſty were concerned in the bargain.“ For 
my own part, (replied Don Rodrigo's Mercury) I 
would cheerfully rely upon your word, becauſe 1 
know the value of it; but you have to do with 
a little creature, who is naturally diſtruſtful. Be- 


| fides, ſhe would much rather have, once for all, 


two thirds of the product advanced in ready 
money.“ Where the devil does the think I 
ſhall find it, (cried the officer, haſt.ly interrupting + 
him) does ſhe think I am a money-broker ? It 
ſeems you have not made her acquainted with my 
ſituation.“ „Pardon me, (replied Pedrillo) ſhe 
knows very well that you are as poor as Job: . 
after what IT have told her, ſhe cannot be ignorant 
of -your circumſtances, But don't give yourſelf 
any trouble about the matter, I am a man fertile 
in expedients. I know an old rogue of a lawyer, 
ho takes pleaſure in lending his money at ten 
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per cent. You ſhall make an aſſignment, with ſe- 


curity to him, before a notary, of the firſt year of 


your penſion, for the like ſum, which you ſhall 
acknowledge to have received from him, and 
which you will touch in effect, the intereſt in- 
cluded. With regard to the ſecurity, the lender 
will be contented with your caſtle of Chinchilla, 
ſuch as it is ; ſo that you will have no diſpute upon 
that ſcore.” | 

The captain proteſted that he would accept of 
the conditions, if he ſhould be lucky enough to 
have any ſhare in the favours which were to be 
diſtributed next day. And he was not diſap- 
pointed ; being gratified with a penſion of three 
hundred piſtoles on a certain government. As 
ſoon as he underſtood this piece of news, he gave 
all the ſecurity that was demanded, tranſacted his 
little affairs, and returned to New Caſtile, with 
ſome piſtoles in his pocket. 


CHAP, MI. 


Ci Blas meets his dear friend Fabricius at court; their 
mutual joy; J they repair together to a certain place, 
wobere a curious converſation happens betqveen them. 


Contracted a cuſtom of going every morning to 

court, where I commonly ſpent two or three 
hours, in ſeeing the grandees paſs and repaſs, 
though they appeared there without that ſplendor, 
which ſurrounds them in other places, 

One day as I walked to and fro, and ſtrutted 
through the apartments, making, like many 0- 
thers, a fooliſh figure enough, I perceived Fabri- 
cius, whom 1 had left at Valladolid, in the ſervice 
of an hoſpital director. What aſtoniſhed me was, 
that he talked familiarly to the Duke of Medina 

Sido- 
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Sidonia, and the Marquis of Santa Cruz. Nay, 
theſe two noblemen ſeemed to liſten to him with 


pleaſure, and he was as well dreſſed as a man of 


quality. Am I not miſtaken? ſaid I to myſelf, 


Can this be the ſon of barber Nunez ? Perhaps it 
is ſome young courtier, who reſembles him? 1 
did not long remain in doubt: the noblemen went 
away, and I accoſted Fabricius. He knew me at 
firſt ſight ; and after having made me ſqueeze 
through the crowd with him, to zet out of the 
apartments, My dear Gil Blas, (ſaid he, em- 


| bracing me) I am rejoiced to ſee you again, 


How art thou employed at Madrid? art thou ſtill 
in ſervice ? or haſt thou ſome poſt at court? Give 
me an account of all that has happened to thee, 
ſince thy precipitate retreat from Valladolid.“ 
«© You aſk me a great many queſtions at once, 
(ſaid I) and we are not now in a proper place to 
relate adventures. * Thou art in the right, (he 
replied) we ſhall be more at liberty in my lodg- 
ings, Come, I will ſhew you the way; it is not 
far from hence. I am quite my own maſter, 
agreeably lodged, perfectly eaſy in my circum- 
ſtances, I am contented with my ſituation, and 
happy, becauſe I think myſelf ſo.“ 

I accepted the propoſal, and followed Fabricius, 
who ſtopped before a very fine houſe, where he 
told me he lodged. We croſſed a court, where, 
on one fide, there was a great ſtair-caſe that led to 
very ſuperb apartments, and on the other a ſmall 
flight, equally dark and narrow, by which we aſ- 
cended to the lodging he had ſo much extolled. 
It conſiſted of one room only, which my inge- 
nious friend had divided into four, by thin deal 
boards, The firſt ſerved as an antichamber to 
the ſecond, where he lay; he had made a cloſet. 
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of the third, and a kitchen of the laſt. The cham- 
ber and antichamber were lined with maps,. and 
theſes of philoſophy, and the furniture was ſuit- 
able to this kind of hanging ; conſiſting of a large 
brocard bed, very much worn, old chairs covered 
with yellow ſerge, garniſhed with a fringe of Gre- 
nada ſilk of the ſame colour; a table with gilt 
feer, covered with leather that ſeemed to be once 
red, and bordered with a tinſel fringe become 
black by the lapſe of time; with an ebony cup- 
board, adorned with figures coarſely carved. He 
had, inſtead of a bureau, in his cloſet a little 
table; and his library was compoſed of ſome 
books, with ſeveral bundles of paper lying on 


ſhelves, placed above one another, along the wall, 


His kitchen, which was conformable to the reſt, 
contained ſome earthen ware, and other neceſſary 
utenſils, . | 

Fabricius, after having given me time to con- 
ſider his apartment, ſaid, * What doſt thou think 
of my lodging and ceconomy ? a'n't thou en- 
chanted with them ?”* © Yes, faith, (I replied, 
ſmiling) I am ſo. Thou muſt have certainly played 
thy cards well at Madrid, to be ſo well furniſhed. 
Thou, doubtleſs, enjoyeſt ſome poſt.” © Heav 
forbid ! (replied he) the buſineſs I follow is . 
all employments whatever. A man of faſhion, to 
whom this houſe belongs, gave me a room, which 
I have divided into four, and furniſhed, as thou 
ſeeſt. I meddle with nothing but what gives me 
pleafurs, and feel not the cravings of neceſſity. 
% Pray be more explicit, (faid I, interrupting him) 
you irritate the defire I have of knowing what you 
do.“ Well, (ſaid he) thou ſhalt: be ſatisfied, 
Jam turned author, and have commenced 2 wit; 
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I write in verſe as well as in proſe, and am equally 


good at every thing.“ 


„Thou a favourite of Apollo! (cried I, lau- h- 
ing.) This is what I never could have divined. I 
ſhould have been much leſs ſurpriſed to have found 
thee in a quite contrary ſituation, What charms 
couldſt thou find in the condition of a poet? Me- 
thinks theſe people are commonly deſpiſed in civil 
life, and are far from having an eſtabliſhed ordi- 
nary,” O fy! (cried he in his turn) thou talk- 
eſt of thoſe miſerable authors, whoſe works are the 
refuſe of libraries and players, Is it to be won- 
dered at, that ſuch writers are not eſteemed? But 
good authors, my friend, are on a better footing 
in the world ; and I may ſay, without vanity; 
that I am one of that number. I don't at all 
doubt it, (ſaid I) thou art a young fellow of ex- 
cellent genius. That which is compoſed by thee 
cannot be bad. All that I am at a loſs to know 
is, how thou waſt firſt ſeized with the rage of 
rhyme,” 

« Thy ſurpriſe is juſt, (replied Nunez ;) I was 
ſo well ſatisfied with my ſituation while in the ſer- 
vice of Don Manuel Ordonnez, that I did not ſo 
much as wiſh for any other. But my genius riſing 
by degrees, like that of Plautus, above ſervitude, I 
compoſed a comedy, which was acted by the com- 
pany who performed at Valladolid, Although it 
was not worth a fig, it met with great ſucceſs : 


from whence I concluded that the public was a good 


milch cow, which eaſily parted with i s ſtore, 
This reflection, joined to the furious deſire of com- 
poſing new pieces, detached me from the hoſpital. 
The love of poetry, baniſhed my paſſion for riches 
and reſolving to repair to Madrid, as the center of 
wit, in order to form my taſte; I demanded my 

12 diſ- 
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diſmiſſion from the director, who did not grant it 
without regret, ſo much affection had he conceived 
for me. Fabricius, (ſaid he) haſt thou any 
cauſe to be diſſatisfied ?*? © No, Sir; (I replied) 
you are the beſt of maſters ; and I am penetrated 
with your generofity, But, you know, one muſt 
follow his deſtiny. I find T am born to eternize 
my name, by works of genius.“ What folly 
poſſeſſes thee ! (reſumed the good citizen) thou 
haſt already taken root in the hoſpital, and art of 
that kind of wood of which ſtewards and ſometimes 
even direQors are made. Thou art going to leave 
what is ſolid, in order to employ thyſelf in trifles 
and thoy wilt ſoon repent of thy imprudence, my 
child.“ | | 

The director ſeeing that he oppoſed my deſign 
to no purpoſe, paid my wages, and over and a- 
bove, made me a preſent of fifty ducats, as a re- 
compence for my faithful ſervices : ſo, that with 
this, and what T found means to glean in the little 
commiſſions that were intruſted to my integrity, I 
was in a condition, on my arrival at Madrid, to 
appear in a very handſome manner. This I failed 
Not to do ; though the writers of our nation don't 
much pique themſelves on their neat appearance, 
I ſoon became acquainted with Lope de Vega, Mi- 
guel Cervantez de Saavedra, and other famous au- 
thors ; but in preference to- theſe great men, I 
choſe for my preceptor, a young batchelor of Cor- 
dova, the incomparable Don Lewis de Gongore, 
the fineſt genius that ever Spain produced. He 
will not allow his works to be printed in his life- 
time, but contents himſelf with reading them to 
His friends; and what is very remarkable is, that 
nature has endued him with the rare talent of fuc- 


ceeding in all kinds of poetry, He chiefly excells 
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in ſatire, which is indeed his main ſtrength, He 
is not (like Lucilius) a muddy river that ſweeps a- 
long with it abundance of ſlime ; but rathef the 


Tagus that rolls, over golden ſands, its limpid 


ſtream. *©* Thou draweſt (ſaid I to Fabricius) an 
agreeable picture of this ſame batchelor ; and I 

don't doubt that a perſon of ſuch merit, has a great 
number of envious enemies.“ All our authors, 
(he replied) good as well as bad, inveigh bitterly 
againſt him.”* He delights, ſays one, in bombaſt, 
points, metaphors, and tranſpoſition, His verſes, 
faith another, are as obſcure as thoſe which the Sa- 
lian prieſts ſung in their proceſſions, and which no 
body underſtood, Others again find fault with his 
compoſing ſometimes ſonnets or romances, ſome- 
times comedies, ſtanzas and acroſtics; as if he had 


_ fooliſhly undertaken to eclipſe all the great maſters 


in their own different ways, But all theſe efforts 


of jealouſy, are baſfled by a muſe that is cheriſhed 


by all ranks of people, from the higheſt to the 


- loweſt, 


It was under this ſkilful maſter, that I ſerved my 
apprenticeſhip, and I dare ſay, it has appeared : 
for, I have ſo happily imbibed his genius, that 1 
have already compoſed ſome detached pieces which 


he would not bluſh to father. I opened my ware, 


(according to his example) in the houfes of the 
great, where I am wonderfully well received, and 
have to do with people who are not difficult to 
pleaſe, *Tis true, indeed, my ſucceſsful beginning 
has been of no diſſervice ro my later compoſitions, 
In ſhort, I am beloved by ſeveral noblemen, and 
in patticular, live with the duke de Medina Sido- 
nia, as Horace once lived with Mæcepas. You 
ſee (added Fabricius) in what manner I was meta- 


morphoſed into an author. I have nothing elſe to 
24 relate; 
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relate ; ſo, that it is now thy turn, Gil Blas, to 
_ rehearſe thy exploits, 

I opened accordingly, and ſuppreſſing every tri- 
vial circumſtance, gave him the detail he deſired : 
after which, it being dinner-time, he took out of 
his ebony cupboard, a couple of napkins, ſome 
bread, the remains of a ſhoulder of roaſt mutton, 
a bottle of excellent wine, and we ſat down to 
table, with all the gaity of two friends who meet, 
after a long ſeparation, ** Thou ſeeſt (ſaid he) my 
free and independent life : T might, if I would, go 
and dine every day with people of quality ; but, 
beſides that the poetic inclination, keeps me often- 
times at home; I am a ſort of an Ariſtippus ; and 
can equally accommodate myſelf to company and 
ſolitude, to affluence and frugality,”* We liked the 
wine fo well, that there was a neceſſity of taking 
another bottle from the ſtore 3 and towards the 
end of the repaſt, I expreſſed a deſire of ſeeing ſome 
of his produftions. He immediately ſearched a- 
mong his papers for a ſonnet which he read aloud 
with great emphaſis, Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of the 
charms of his reading, I found the performance ſo 
obſcure, that I could not comprehend the meaning 
of one ſyllable. Perceiving my ignorance, © This 
ſonnet (taid he) does not ſeem very clear to thy ap- 
prekenfion : is it not ſo ? I owned to him, that 
J could have wiſhed it had been more plain. Upon 
which, he fell a laughing at my expence. If 
this ſonnet (he reſumed) is not intelligible, ſo much 
the better. The Natural and Simple won't do for 
ſonnets, odes, and other works that require the 
Sublime, The ſole merit of theſe, is in their ob- 
ſcurity ; and it is fufficient if the poet himſelf, 
thinks he underſtands them. „ You joke, friend, 


(faid J interrupting him) good ſenſe and clearneſs | 
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ought to be ingredients in poetry of all kinds what- 
ever; and if thy incomparable Gongora writes 
not more plainly than thou doſt, I confeſs my o- 
pinion of him ſinks apace. He muſt be a poet 
who can never deceive any other age than his own, 
Let us now have a ſpecimen of thy proſe.'* Here- 
upon, Nunnez produced a preface, which (he ſaid) 


he intended to prefix to a collection of comedies 
that he had then in the preſs ; and having read it, 


aſked my opinion, * I am (ſaid I) no better pleaſed 
with thy proſe than with thy poetry. Thy ſonnet 
is a piece of verboſe fuſtain; and thy preface is 
compoſed of far-fetched expreſſions, words that 
have not the public ſtamp, perplexed phraſes ; in 
a word, thy ſtile is quite peculiar to thyſelf ; and 
the books of our beſt authors, ancient as well as 
modern, are written in a quite different manner.“ 

Poor ignoramus ! (cried Fabricius) thou doſt not 


know then, that every proſaic writer who now 


aſpires at the reputation of a delicate pen, affects 
that ſingularity of ſtile, and theſe odd expreſſions 
which ſhock thee ſo much. There are of us five 
or ſix bold innovators who have undertaken to 
make a thorough change of the language; and we 
will accompliſh it (pleaſe God) in ſpite of Lope de 
Vega, Cervantes, and all the fine geniuſes who 
cavil at our new modes of ſpeech. We are ſeconded 
by a number of partizans of diſtintion, and have 
even ſome theologicians in our cabal.“ 

After all, (added he) our deſign is commendable z 
and, prejudice apart, we are more valuable than 
thoſe natural writers, who ſpeak like the common 
run of mankind. I don't know for what reaſon, 
they are eſteemed by ſo many perſons of honour. 
Their manner was proper enough at Athens, or 
Rome, where there was no diſtinction in point of 

3 | : ſpeak- 
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ſpeaking ; ſo, that Socrates ſaid to Alcibiades, ths 
people was an excellent ſchool-maſter, But at 
Madrid, we have both a good and bad language, 
and our courtiers expreſs themſelves quite other- 
wiſe than our citizens, believe me. In ſhort, our 
new ſtile overtops that of our antagoniſts, I will, 
by one example, make thee perceive the difference 
between the gentility of our dition, and the flat-- 
neſs of theirs, They would ſay quite. plainly, (for 
inſtance} ©* Interludes embellith a comedy.“ While 
we with more ſpirit, would pronourte---** Inter- 
judes create beauty in a comedy Take notice of 
that, © Create beauty. Doſt thou perceive all the 
brilliancy, all the delicacy, all the pr ettineſs of the 
expreſſion ? 

I interrupted my innovator with a loud laugh. 
* Go, Fabricius, (ſaid I) thou art quite an origi- 
nal with this thy precious language.. And thou 
(anſwered he) art no better than a beaſt, with thy 
natural ſtile. © Go, {ſaid he, repeating the words of 
the archbiſhop of Grenada) go and tell my trea- 
furer, to give pou” an hundred ducats ; and heaven 
dire& you with that ſum ; adicu, Mr. Gil Blas, I 
wiſh you a little more taſte,” 

I redoubled my mirth at this ſally, and Fabricius 
forgiving me for having ſpoke ſo irreverently of his 
writings, loſt nothing of his good- humour. We 
finiſhed our ſecond bottle, and getting up from 
table in a pretty good trim, went out with a de- 
fign to walk in the Prado ; but paſling by the door 
of a tavern, we took it in our heads to go in, 

This place was uſually frequented by good com- 


pany : and I obſerved in two ſeparate halls, a good 


many cavaliers amuſing themſelves in different di- 
verſions. In one, they played at draughts and 
primerc ; and in the other, ten or twelve perſons 

were 
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were liſtening very attentively to a diſpute between 
two profeſſed wits, We had no occaſion to go near 


them, in order to learn that a metaphyſical pro- 


poſition was the ſubject of their diſpute : for, they 
talked with ſuch warmth and tranſport, that they 
looked like people poſſeſſed. I imagine if Eleazar's 


ring had been put under their noſes, we ſhould 


bave ſeen devils iſſue with their breath, © Good 
God! (ſaid I to my companion) what paſſion ! 
what lungs! Theſe diſputants were certainly born 
to be public criers. The greateſt part of mankind 
are miſplaced.“ Yes, truly; (he replied) theſe 
people ſeem to be of the race of Novius, that Ro- 
man banker, whoſe voice exceeded the noife of 
car-men. But, (added he) what gives me the great- 
eſt diſguſt at their diſcourſe, is, that our ears are 
ſtunned to no purpoſe. We removed at a diſtance 
from theſe vociterous metaphyficians, and by that 
expedient, I prevented a violent head-ach which 
had begun to ſeize me, We went and ſat down 
in the corner of the other hall, whence, while we 
drank refreſhing liquors, we examined the cava- 
liers as they came in and went out ; as Nunnez 
knew almoſt all of them. © Egad! (cried he) the 
diſpute of our philoſophers won't be ſoon over : 


here are freſh reinforcements arriving : theſe three 


men will engage in the fray, But ſeeſt thou theſe 
two originals going out ? That little, ſwarthy, 
withered creature, whoſe lank ſtraight hair falls 
down in equal portions, before and behind, is called 
Don Julien de Villanunno ; and is a young judge 
who affects the beau: one of my friends and J, 
going to dine with him t'other day, ſurpriſed him 
in a pretty ſingular occupation. He was diverting 
himſelf in his cloſet, by throwing away the writ- 
ings of a proceſs, of which he is to make a report, 
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and making a great grey-hound bring them baek a- 


gain to him; while the dog tore them to pieces 
very handſomely. The name of that licentiate with 


the copper noſe, who accompanies him, is Don 


Cherubin Tonto, a canon of the church of Toledo, 
the weakeſt mortal in the world ; though by his 
ſprightly ſmiling air, you would imagine he had a 
great deal of wit, He has bright, ſparkling eyes, 


with an arch, malicious ſneer; ſo that one would 


be apt to think him a wag. When he hears a de- 
licate performance read, he liſtens with ſuch atten- 
tion as ſeems full of underſtanding, and all the 
while, comprehends nothing at all of the matter, 


He dined with us at the judge's houſe, where an in- 


finite number of witty things were ſaid : but he 

ſpoke never a word, though he applauded them 

with grimaces, and geſtures that ſeemed even ſu- 
rior to the ſallies that eſcaped us. 

e Doſt thou know (ſaid I to Nunnez) theſe two 
ſhabby fellows, who, with their elbows on the 
table, fit in a corner, and converſe together in 
whiſpers ?** No, (ſaid he) their faces are quite 
unknown to me; but, in all likelihood, they are 


_ coffee-houſe politicians who cenſure the govern- 


ment. Mind that genteel cavalier who whiſtles as 
he walks through the hall, and ſupports himſelf 
ſometimes on one foot, ſometimes on another : 


that is Don Auguſtin Moreto, a young poet who 


was born with ſome gen.us, but flatterers and ig- 
norant people have almoſt turned his brain, The 
man whom he accoſts, is one of his confede- 
rates, who is alſo moon-itruck, and rhimes in 
proſe.” 

More authors till ! (cried he, ſhewing me two 
well dreſſed men coming in) one would think they 


had made a rendezvous here, to paſs in review be- 


fore 
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ſore thee. Theſe are Don Bernard Deſſenguado, 
and Don Sebaſtian de Villa Vicioſa. The firſt is a 


genius full of gall, an author born under the planet 
Saturn, a malicious mortal, whoſe pleaſure conſiſts 


in hating all the world, and is himſelf beloved by 


no body. As for Don Sebaſtian, he is a young 


fellow of candour, who will let nothing lie upon 
his conſcience; he lately brought a performance on 
the ſtage, which had an extraordinary run; and 
now he has printed it, that he may no longer a- 


buſe the eſteem of the public. 


The charitable pupil of Gongora, was going on, 
in explaining the figures of this picture which 
ſhifted ſo often to the view ; when a gentleman be- 
longing to the duke de Medina Sidonia, came and 
interrupted him, ſaying, ** Signior Don Fabricio, 
I was looking for you, in order to let you know 
that his grace would ſpeak with you immediately, 
at his own houſe. Nunnez, who knew that a 
grandee's wiſhes cannot be too ſoon fatisfied, quitted 


me in a trice, to go and wait upon his Mzcenas 


while I remained very much aſtoniſhed to hear him 
honoured with the appellation of Don, and ſee him 
thus become noble in deſpite of his fire, maſter 
Chryſoſtom the barber, | 


CM A P. . 
Fabricius introduces Gil Blas to the ſerwice of count Ca- 


liaro, a Sicilian nobleman. 


Was ſo deſirous of ſeeing Fabricius again, that 
I vifited him early next morning. Good 
morrow, (ſaid I, when I entered) Signior Don Fa- 
bricio, the flower, or rather glow-worm, of the 
Aſturian nobility '' Ar theſe words he laughed 
heartily, © Thou haſt obſerved then (cried he) 
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that I am dubbed a Don?” © Yes, Mr. Gen- 
tleman, (I replied) and give me leave to tell you, 
that when you recounted your metamorphoſis 
yeſterday, you forgot the beſt part of it,” © 1 
did ſo, (anſwered he) but truly, if I have aſſumed 
that honourable title, it was not ſo much with a 
view to gratify my own vanity, as to accommodate 
myſelf? to that of others. Thou knoweſt the hu- 
mour of the Spaniards ; they make no account of 
an honeſt man, if he has the ' misfortune to be 
both poor and mean born, I muſt tell thee too, 
that I ſee ſo many people call themſelves Don Fran- 
ciſco, Don Pedro, or Don what. you will, that if 
there is no cheat in the caſe, thou wilt allow no- 
bility to be a very common thing, and agree, that 
a plebeian of merit honours it by his aſſociation. 
But let us change the ſubject, (added he;) laſt 
night I ſupped at the Duke de Medina Sidonia's, 
where, among other gueſts, was Count Galiano, 


A Sicilian nobleman of the firſt rank: and the 


converſation turning on the ridiculous effects of 
ſelf-love, I, charmed that I had it in my power to 
entertain the company on that ſubject, regaled them 
with the ſtory of the homilies. Thou mayſt well 
imagine they laughed heartily, and cenſured the 
archbiſhop as he deſerved. This produced no bad 
effect for thee ; for thou waſt pitied by every body: 
and Count Galiano, after having aſked a good many 
queſtions concerning thee, to which thou mayſt 
believe I made ſuitable anſwers, deſired me to 
bring thee to his houſe, I was juſt now going in 
gueſt of the-, to conduct thee thither, I ſuppoſe 
he intends to offer thee the place of one of his ſe- 
cretaries ; and I adviſe thee to accept of it. The 
count is rich, and ſpends like an ambaſſador at 
Madrid: he is come to court, it is ſaid, to confer 
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with the duke of Lerma, about the crown de- 
meſns which that miniſter deſigns to alienate in Si- 
cily, In ſhert, Count Galiano, though a Sicilian, 
ſcents to be generous, jutt and open; and thou 
cantt not do better than attach thyſelf to him: he 
is the man, in all probability, who is deſtined to 
Enrich thee, according to what was forctold in 
thy behalf at Grenada.“ 

I had reſolved (ſaid I to 3 to live at 
large a little, and enjoy myſelf a zood while, be- 
fore I ſhould go to ſervice again: but thou ſpeakeſt 
to me of this Sicilian Count in ſuch a manner, 
as induces me to change my reſolution, and even 
to Will I was already in his family.“ Thou mayſt 
ſoon be there, {he rephed) or I am muck miſtaken, 
At the ſame time we went out together to the 
Count, who lodged in the houſe of his friend Don 
Sancho d' Avila, then in the country. | 

We found in the court a great number of Pages 
and footnien, cloathed in a livery equally rich and 
gay; and in the anti-chamber ſeveral uſhers, gen- 
tlemen, and other officers, all magnificently dreiicd g 


but withal ſo ugly, that they looked like a com- 
pany of apes in Spaniih garb, There are figures, 
both of men and women, on which all art 1s throw n 


& WAY, wy | 
Don Fabricius having ſent in his name, was imme- 
diately introduced 1 into a room, whither I followed 
him; and found the count in his morning-gown, 
$:iing on a ſopha, and drinking chocolate. We 
ſaluted him with all the demonſtrations of che 
moſt profound reſpect; and he honoured us with 
an inclination of the head, accompanied by ſuch. 
a gracious imile, as at once gained my heart. A 
wonderful nor; though an ordinary one, which 
a favourab: eption ircm the great produces in 
Vor. III. | K our 


94 The ADVENTUR: 


— — 


of 
our breaſts! They muſt receive us very ill in- 
deed, before we be diſguſted at their behaviour. 
Having drank his chocolate, he amuſed himſelf 
ſome time in playing with a large baboon that 
ſat by him, and was called Cupid, I don't know 
for what reaſon the name of that god was be- 
ſtowed on this animal, unleſs it was, becauſe it 
had all his malice ; for it reſembled him in no- 
thing elſe. Such as it was, however, it did not 
fail to give vaſt delight to its maſter, who was ſo 
much charmed with its merry tricks, that he hugged 


_ it inceſſantly in his arms. Though Nunnez and I 


were not much diverted with the gambols of this 
beaſt, we feigned ourſelves enchanted with its 


performances; which pleaſed the Sicihan ſo much, 


that he ſuſpended the pleaſure he enjoyed in this 
paſtime, to tell me, Friend, you have it in 
your option to be one of my ſecretaries : if you 
like the place, I will give you two hundred piſ- 
toles a year, without any other recommendation 
than that of Don Fabricio,”* © My lord, (cried 
Nunnez) I am bolder than Plato, who had not 
courage enough to anſwer for one of his friends, 
whom he ſent to the tyrant Dionyſius. I am not 
afraid of bringing reproaches upon myſelf, by 
vouching for my friend.“ 

I thanked the Aſturian poet with a low bow, 
for his obliging confidence: then addreſſing myſelf 
to my patron, aſſured him of my zeal and fidelity. 
This nobleman no ſooner perceived that I reliſhed his 
propoſal, than he grdered his ſteward to be called; 
to whom having communicated ſomething in a 
whiſper, he ſaid, © Gil Blas, I will tell you pre- 
ſently what is to be the nature of your employ- 
ment. Mean while, you may follow my ſteward, 


who has received orders concerning you.“ I ac- 
| cordingly 
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nA. 9 5 
cordingly obeyed, leaving Fabricio with the Count 
and Cupid. | 

The ſteward, who was a moft ſubtle Meſſineze, 
conducted me to his apartment, where he loaded 
me with civilities; and ſending for the taylor who 
had equipped the whole family, ordered him to 
make tor me, with all diſpatch, a ſuit of cloaths 


of the ſame magnificence as thoſe of the principal 


officers. The taylor having taken meaſure of me, 


and retired, ©* As for your lodging, (ſaid the Meſ- 


fineze) I know a chamber that will exactly fit you. 
But have you breakfaſted?“ (added he.) When I 
anſwered in the negative, Ah, poor lad, (ſaid 
he) why did not you ſpeak? Come, I will ſhew 
you to a place where, thank heaven, you may 
have what you will for the aſking.” 

So ſaying, he carried me down to the buttery, 
where we found the butler, a true Neapolitan, 
every whit as cunning as the Meſſenian. It might 
be ſaid of him and the ſteward, Theſe two make a 
Pair. This honeſt butler, with five or ſix of his 
friends, were cramming themſelves with ham, cold 
tongue, and other ſalt meats, which obliged them 
to redouble their draughts. We joined theſe hearty 


cocks, and aſſiſted them in their attacks upon the 
Count's beſt wines, While this ſcene paſſed in the 


buttery, another ſuch was acted in the kitchen : 
the cook alſo treated three or four tradeſmen of 
his acquaintance, who filled their bellies with rabbit 
and partridge pies: the very ſcullions enjoyed 


themſelves on what they could pilfer ; ſo that I 


thought myſelf in a houſe abandoned to pillage : 
yet theſe were but trifles, in compariſon | to what 
I did not ſee, 
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CHAP, XV. 
Count Caliano inveſis Ci! Flas with an employment in 
| bis houſe, 


WENT to fetch my baggage to my new habi- 
tation; ard when I returned, the count was at 
dinrer, with ſeveral noblemen and the poet Nun- 
nez, who called for what he wanted with an eaſy 
air, and mingled in the converſation. Nay, I ob- 
ferved that every word he ſpoke, afforded pleaſure 


to the company. What a fine thing is genius! A 


man f wit can eaſily turn himſelf into all ſhapes, 


J cired wiil the officers, who were treated 


pretty much in the ſame manner as our patron ; 
and in the afternoon retired to my chamber, where 
T began to refiect or my condition. Well, Gil 
Bias, (ſaid J to myſelf) thou art now in the ſer- 
vice of a Sicilian Count, with whoſe real character 
thou art utrerly unacquainted. If we may judge 
by appearance, thou wilt be in this family like a 
fiſh in the water: but we muſt ſwear to nothing; 
and thou ought'ſt to diſtruſt thy fate, the ma- 
lignity cf which thou haſt but too often expe- 
rienced. Beſides, thou doſt not know fur what 
employment thou art retained : he has already two 
ſecretaries and a ſteward ; What ſervice then does 
he expect from thee ? It looks as if he intended 
to make thee his mercury, In good time! One 
cannot be on a better footing with a nobleman, 


in order to make his way to a good poſt. He 


who limits himſelf to honourable ſervices only, 


moves ſlowly ſtep by ſtep, and ſeldom gains his 


int at laſt. 

While I was engroſſed by theſe fine „ 
a lacquey came to tell me, that all the company 
who 
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who had dined at our houſe were gone home, 
and that the Count wanted to ſpeak with me. I 
flew inſtantly to his apartment, where I found him 
lying on his couch, ready to take his afternoon's 


_ nap with his baboon, which always bore him com- 


pany. 
© Come hither, Gil Blas, (ſaid he) take a chair, 


And liſten to what JI am going to ſay.” I obeyed 


his orders, and he ſpoke to me in theſe terms: 
© Don Fabricio has told me, that, among other 
good qualities, you poſſeſs that of attaching your- 
ſelf to your maſters ; and that you are a young 
man of incorruptible integrity. Theſe two qua- 
lifications determined me to take you into my ſer- 
vice; for I have great occaſion for an affectionate 


domeſtick, who will eſpouſe my intereſt, and em- 


ploy his whole attention in huſbanding my eſtate, 
Jam rich, *tis true, but my yearly expence greatly 
exceeds my income. The reaſon is plain; I am 
plundered by my fervants, and live in my own 
Houſe as if I was in a foreſt among robbers. I 
ſuſpe&t my butler and ſteward of having a fellow- 
feeling the one with the other ; and this is more 
than enough to ruin me from top to bottom. You 
will ſay, if I have reaſon to think them rogues, 
why don't I turn them away? But where ſhall 1 
find others made of a different kind of ſtuff? I 
will be ſatisfied with having them both obſerved 
by a man who ſhall have a right to inſpect their 
conduct: and you are the perſon whom I have 
choſen for that commiſſion ; of which if you ac- 
quit yourſelf well, be aſſured that you ſhall not 
ſerve an ungrateful maſter ; for I will take care 
to procure for you a very advantagegus ſettlement 


in Sicily.“ 
1 Having 
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Having ſpoke thus, he diſmiſſed me; and that 
very evening, in preſence of all his domeſticks, I 
was proclaimed ſuperintendant of the family, This 
did not give the Meſſenian and Neapolitan great 
mortification at firſt, becauſe they looked up- 
on me as a. jolly companion, of a good compo- 
fition ; and concluded, that by giving me a ſhare 
of the ſpoil, they ſhould be allowed to go on in 
their old courſe. But they looked very filly next 
day, when I declared to them, that I was an ene- 
my to all miſdemeanour, I demanded of the 
butler an account of the proviſions; I viſited the 


cellar, and took an inventory of every thing he 


had in his charge ; I mean, table-linen and plate, 
I then exhorted them to be ſaving of our patron's 
wealth, to lay out with occonomy ; and ended 
my advice, by proteſting to them, that I would 


inſorm that nobleman of every thing that I ſhould 


obſerve amiſs in his houſe. I did not ftop here; 
reſolving to have a ſpy, who might Giſcover if 
there was any ſiniſter intelligence between them, I 
caſt my eyes on a ſcullion, who being won by 
my promiſes, aſſured me, that I could not have 
applied to a more proper perſon, to get notice of 
every thing that happened in the houſe : that the 
butler and ſteward were in a confederacy, and 
burned the candle at both ends: that they daily 
ſecreted one half of the proviſion that was bought 
for the family: that the Neapolitan took care cf a 
lady Who lived oppoſite to the college of St. Tho- 
mas; and that the Meſſenian entertained ancther 
at the Sun- gate: that theſe two gentlemen ſent all 


forts of proviſion to their nymphs every morning: 


* 


that the cook alſo diſpatched ſavoury meties to a 
widow cf his acquaintance in the neighLourhood ; 
and that in conſideration of his ſervices to the 
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t other two, to whom he was entirely devoted, he 

diſpoſed, as they did, of the wines in the cellar » 
— in ſhort, that theſe three domeſticks occaſioned a 
3 moſt horrible expence in the count's houſe, “ If 


— you doubt my report, (added the ſcullion) take the 
— trouble of going to-morro morning about ſeven 
4 o' clock to the college of St. Thomas, and you 
1 ſhall ſee me loaded with a baiket, which will change 
t pour douhts into certainty.”” ** So, (ſaid I to him) 
- thou art agent to theſe gallant purveyors?” © LI 


> am (he replied) employed by the butler, and one 
> of my comrades acts for the iteward,”” | 
I had the curioſity to repair next morning, at 
: the appointed hour, to the college of St. Tho- 
1 mas, where I did not wait long for my ſpy, whom 


butchers meat, poultry and veniſon, I took an 
inventory of the particulars, of which I formed in 
my pocket-book a ſmail verbal proceſs, that I 
went and ſhewed to my maſter, after having told 
the trencher-ſcraper, that he might execute his 
commiſſion as uſual, 

The Sicilian nobleman, who was naturally paſ- 
ſionate, reſolved in his firſt tranſport, to turn 
away the Neapolitan and Meſſenian; but after 
Haring tegected more cooly, contented himſelf with 
uilinifling the laſt, to whoſe place I ſucceeded : ſa 
that my office of ſuperintendant was ſuppreſſed 
{oon aſter its creation: and truly I was not forry 
| for it; for it was, properly ſpeaking, no other 


N J ſaw coming along with a huge baſket filled with 
| : 
| 


than the honourable employment of a ſpy ; and a 
poſt which had nothing ſubſtantial in it : whereas, 
by being made ſteward, I became maſter of the 
ſtrong box, and that is every thing, The ſteward 
always poſſeſſes the firſt rank among the do- 
meſticks of a great family: and there are ſo many 

| {mall 
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ſmall perquiſites attached to his adminiſtration, 
that he may grow rich, even though he be an 
honeſt man. 


My Neapolitan, whoſe budget was not yet ex- - 


hauſted, obſerving my brutal zeal, that I got up 
every morning, to ſee and keep an account of 


what victuals were brought, no longer ſecreted a 
part; but the raſcal continued to purchaſe the 


ſame quantity as before. By this ſtratagem, in- 


creaſing the profit he drew from the refuſe of the 


table, which was his perquiſite, he found himſelf 
in a condition to treat his charmer at leaſt with 
dreſſed victuals, if he could not furniſh her with 
raw provifion. In ſhort, the devil loſt nothing by 
this reformation, and the count was not a whit the 
better for having the phænix of ſtewards in his 
ſervice. The ſuper-abundance that I then per- 
ceived at every meal, made me gueſs this new 
trick, which I immediately defeated, by retrench- 
ing what was ſuperfluous in every courſe, 'This I 
did, however, with ſuch prudence, that the al- 
teration could not be perceived; one would have 
thought that there was ſtill the ſame profuſion : 
and yet, by this oeconomy, I conſiderably di- 
miniſhed the expence. This was what my patron 
required ; he wanted to retrench, without appear- 


ing leſs magnificent: for his avarice was ſubor- 


dinate to his oſtentation. 

There was alſo another abuſe to be reformed : I 
found the wine run our apace: if, for example, 
twelve cavaliers happened to dine with my maſter, 
they would exhauſt fifty, and ſometimes five dozen 
of, bottles. I was aſtoniſhed at this waſte, and 
not doubting that there muſt be ſome roguery in 
the caſe, conſulted my oracle, that is, my drudge, 
with whom I very often had private conferences, 


and 
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and who made a faithful report of every thing, 
that was ſaid or done in the kitchen, where he 
was not in the leaſt ſuſpected. He told me, that 
the waſte of which I complained, proceeded from 
a new league between the butler, cook, and thoſe 
lacquies who filled the wine, and who carried off 
all the bottles half emptied, which were aſter- 
wards ſhared among the confederat:s, I ſpoke to 
the footmen on this ſubject, ana threatened to 
turn them out of doors, if ever they ſhould think 
proper to repeat this practice: upon which, they 


were reclaimed. My maſter, whom I took care 


to advertiſe of the moſt minute things which I per- 
formed for his advantage, loaded me with praiſes, 
and grew every day more and more fond of me : 
and I, in order to reward the goed ſervices of the 
ſcullion, created him cook's aTiſtant, 

The Neapolitan was enraged to find me always 
on the catch with him; and was cruelly mortified 
with the contradictions he underwent, whenever 
he preſented his accounts to me: for, that I might 
pare his nails the cloſer, I took the. trouble of 
going to market, to learn the price of meat, juſt 
before he went thither ; and, as he attempted to 
impoſe upon me afterwards, gave him a vigorovs 
repulſe. I was very well perſuaded, that he curſed 
me an hundred times a day; but the ſubject of his 
maledictions hindered me from dreading their force, 
I can't imagine how he could bear my perſecutions, 
and remain in the ſervice of the Sicilian nobleman. 
Doubtleſs, in ſpite ef all my endeavours, he found 
his account in his perſeverance. 

Fabricio, whom I frequently ſaw, and to whom 
I recounted all my hitherto unheard exploits, in 
quality of ſteward, was more diſpoſed to blame 
than applaud my conduct. God grant, (faid he 

| one 


. 
8 
Il 
A 
f 
5 
. 
. 


102 The ADVENTURES of 


one day) that thou mayſt be recompenced for all 


this diſintereſtedneſs; but between thee and me, I 
believe it would not fare the worſe with thee, if 
thou waſt not quite ſo rough with the butler.“ 
% How! (anſwered I) ſhall that robber charge in 
his bill ten piſtoles for a fiſh that did not coſt four, 
and I paſs over that article?*”” © Why not? (he 
replied coldly) let him give thee the half of the 
ſuper-plus, according to cuſtom. In good faith! 
My friend, (continued he, ſhaking his head) you 
are a meer ninny, and, in all appearance, will 


grow grey in ſervitude, ſince you negle@ to flay 


the eel while it is in your hand, Take my word 
for it, fortune reſembles thoſe briſk airy coquets 
who deſpiſe the gallant that ſtands upon cere- 
mon y. 

I only laughed at the diſcourſe of Nunnez, who 
laughed again in his turn; and would have per- 
ſuaded me that he had only ſpoke in jeſt, being 
aſhamed of having given me bad counſel in vain. 
I continued firm in the reſolution of being always 
zealous and faithful: I felt no inclination to be 
otherwiſe; and I dare ſay, that in four months I 
ſaved to my maſter, by my oeconomy, three thou- 
ſand ducats at leaſt, | 


CHAP AY 


An accident happens to Count Galiano's baboon, which 
7s the cauſe of great affliction to that nobleman, Gil 
Blas falls fick ; the conſequence of his diſtemper, 


A BOUT this time, the repoſe of the family 
was ſtrangely diſturbed by an accident which 
will ſeem trifling to the reader ; though it turned 
out a very ſerious matter to the ſervants, and 


eſpecially to me: Cupid, that baboom of which I 


have 
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Suetonius, when he ſays Caligula loved his horſe 
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have made mention, that animal ſo beloved by our 
maſter, attempting one day to leap from one win- 
dow to another, acquitted himſelf ſo ill in the per- 
formance, that he fell down into the court, and 
diſlocated his leg, The count no ſooner under- 


| ſtood this misfortune, than he uttered ſuch piercing 


cries, that they were heard all over the neighbour- 
hood ; and in the exceſs of his grief, attacking all 


bis ſervants without exception, he had well nigh 


made a clean houſe, His fury, however, was li- 
mited to curſing our negligence, and abuſing us, 
without ſparing terms of reproach, He ſent im- 
mediately for thoſe ſurgeons who were moſt ex- 
pert in fractures and diſlocated bones ; and who 
viſited the paticnt's leg, reduced it, and applied 
bandages accordingly, But though all of them aſ- 
ſured him that there was no danger, my maſter 
retained one of them in the houſe, to be always 


near the animal, until it was perfectly cured, 


I ſhould be to blame if I paſſed over in ſilence the 
grief and anxiety which preyed upon the heart of 
the Sicilian nobleman, during the whole time of 
the cure, Will it be believed, that all the day 
he did not ſtir from his dear Cupid? He was al- 
ways preſent when it was dreſſed, and got out of 
bed to viſit him two. or three times every night. 
But the moſt troubleſome circumſtance of all was, 
that every domeſtick in the family, and I in par- 
ticular, were always Up, that we might be at 
hand, to be ſent whereſoever it ſhould be thought 
proper, tor the ſervice of this ape. In a word, 


we had no reſt in the houſe, till ſuch time as this 


plaguy beaſt, having recovered of his fall, betook 
himſelf again to his uſual caperings and tumblings. 
Aſter this, can we refuſe to credit the. report of 
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to ſuch a degree, that he beſtowed upon him a 
houſe richly furniſhed, with officers to ſerve him, 
and even deſigned to make him contul? My pa- 
tron was no leſs charmed with his baboon, which 
he would willingly have created a W eee had 
it been in his power. 

An unlucky circumſtance for me was, that I had 
ſurpaſſed all the valets in demonſtrations of con- 
cern, that I might, in ſo doing, make my court 
to my maſter; and undergone ſuch fatigue in be- 
half of Cupid, that I fell ſick upon it, and was 


ſeized with ſuch a violent fever, that I loſt my 


ſenſes, and know not how I was managed for fiſ- 
teen days; during which, I was in a manner be- 
tween life and death. This only I know, that my 
youth ſtruggled ſo ſucceſsfully againſt the fever, 
and perhaps againit the remedies that were ad- 
miniſtered, that, at length, I recovered my un- 
derſtanding. The firit uſe I made of it, was to 
perceive that I was not in my own chamber; and 
wanting to know the reaſon, I aſked it of an old 
woman who attended me: but ſhe replied, that I 
muſt not ſpeak ; for the phyſician had expretly 
forbid it, When we are in good health, we com- 
monly laugh at the doctor; but when we are ſick, 
we calmly ſubmit to his preſcription. 
I thought proper, therefore, to hold my tongue, 
how much ſoever I longed to converſe with my 
nurſe; and was engaged in reflections on this ſub- 
ject, when two ſpruce beaus entered, dreſſed in 
velvet, with very fine ruffled linen. I imagined 
they were two noblemen, friends of my maſter, 
who out of conſidcration for him, came to ſce 
me. On this ſuppoſition, I made an effort to fit 
up, and ſhewed my reſpect by taking off my cap: 
but my nurſe laid me all along *, and told me, 
that 
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that theſe gentlemen were my phyſician and apo- 
thecary. 

The doctor coming to the bed-ſide, felt my 
pulſe, conſidered my countenance, and obſerving 
all the ſymptoms of an immediate cure, aſſumed 
an air of triumph, as if he had greatly contri- 
buted to it: ſaying, that there was now nothing 
wanting to finiſh the work, but a purge; after 
which, he might boaſt of having performed a fine 


cure, When he had ſpoke thus, he made the a- 
pothecary write a preſcription, which while he 


dictated, he viewed himſelf in a glaſs, adjuſted his 
periwig, and made ſuch grimaces, that I could 
not help laughing, in ſpite of my weakly condi- 
tion, He then made me a ſolemn bow, and went 
away, much more engroſſed by his own figure than 
by the medicines he had preſcribed. 

After his departure, the apothecary, who had 
not come thither for nothing, prepared himſelf for 
doing ſomething, which may be eaſily gueſſed ; 
whether he was afraid that the old woman could 


not acquit herſelf with dexterity enough, or 


wanted to operate himſelf, in order to inhance 
the value of his ware; but, with all his addreſs, 
I don't know how it happened, the operation was 
ſcarce performed, when I reſtored to the operator 
all that he had given me, and lefr his velvet ſuit 
in a fine pickle, He looked upon this accident as 
a misfortune annexed to pharmacy, and wiping 
himſelf with a towel, in filence, went away, re- 


ſolved to make me pay the ſcowrer, to whom he 


was certainly obliged to ſend his cloaths, 

He returned next morning, more plainly dreſſed, 
though he had no riſk to run that day, in bringing 
the phyſic, which the doctor had preſcribed the 
night before. Beſides that, I felt myſelf mending 
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every moment, I had ſuch an averſion, ſince the 
preceding day, to phyſicians and apothecaries, that 
I even curſed the univerſities where theſe gentle- 
men receive the power of ſlaying men with impu- 
nity. 
In this diſpoſition, I ſwore that I would take 
no more medicine, and wiſhed Hippocrates at the 
devil, with all his gang, The apothecary, who 


did not mind what became of his compoſition, 
provided he was paid for it, left it on the table, 


and retired, without ſpeaking a word. I or- 
dered the villainous medicine to be thrown out 
at a window immediately, being ſo much pre- 
poſſeſſed againſt it, that I ſhould have thought 
myſelf poiſoned, had I ſwallowed it. To this 
ſtroke of diſobedience, I added another. I broke 
filence, and told my nurſe, in a peremptory tone, 
that I abſolutely inſiſted on knowing what was 
become of my maſter. The old woman, who was 
apprehenſive of exciting in me a dangerous emo- 
tion, ſhould ſhe gratity my curiofity ; or reſolving, 
perhaps, to irritate my diſtemper by her obſtinacy, 
made no anſwer ; but I perſiſted with ſo much 
paſſion, that ſhe replied, at length, “ Signior ca- 
valier, you are now your own maſter, Count Ga- 
liano is gone back to Sicily.“ 

I could not believe what I heard, and yet there 
was nothing more true. That nobleman, the very 
ſecond day of my diſtemper, fearing that I would 
die at his houſe, had the generoſity to order me to 
be tranſported, with my little effects, to a hired 
room, where he had abandoned me, without ce- 
remony, to providence and the care of a nurſe, 
In the interim, having received an order from 
court, obliging him to repaſs into Sicily, he ſet 
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out with ſuch precipitation, that I was not ſo 


much as thought of; whether he already num- 
bered me with the dead, or that people of quality 
are troubled with ſhort memories. 

My nurſe informed me of all this, and 
likewiſe aſſured me, it was ſhe who had called 
the phyſician and apothecary, that I might not 


periſh for want of aſſiſtance. Theſe comfortable 


news threw me into a profound reverie. Adieu, 
my advantageous ſettlement in Sicily ! my ſanguine 
hopes, farewel! © When any great misfortune 
happens to you, (ſays a certain pope) examine 


_ yourſelf well, and you will always perceive that it 


was, in ſome meaſure, owing to your own fault.” 
No diſparagement to this holy father, I can't ſee 
how I contributed to my own miſchance on this 
occaſion, | 

When 1 found the flattering chimeras, with 


which I had ſtuffed my imagination, vaniſhed, 


the next thing that I concerned myſelf about 
was my portmanteau, which I ordered her to bring 
to my bed-ſide, that I might examine it. I ſighed, 


when I perceived it open, crying, Ah! my dear 


portmanteau, my only conſolation ! you have 
been, I ſee, at the mercy of ſtrangers. © No, no, 
Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid the old woman) don't be 
uneaſy : nothing is ſtolen from you ; I have pro- 
tected your box, as if it had been my own ho- 
nour,”” 

I found in it the ſuit of cloaths which I had 
when I came into the count's ſervice, but I looked 
in vain for that which the Meſſenian had ordered 
to be made for me, My maſter had not thought 
proper to leave it with me, or elſe ſome body had 
made free with it, during my ddlirium, All my 
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other baggage remained, and even a great leathern 
purſe that contained my money, which I reckoned 
twice, as I could not, at firſt, believe, that there 
were but fifty piſtoles remaining, of two hundred | 
and ſixty, that were in it before I fell ſicxæ. What F 
is the meaning of this, my good mother! (faid I 
to the nurſe) my finances are terribly diminiſhed; 
© And yet no body, except myſelf, have touched 
them, (ſaid the old woman) and I have been as 

_ frugal as poſſible: but ſickneſs is very expenſive 
one is always laying out, Here, (added the good 
mother, taking a packet of papers out of her 
pocket) here is an account of the expence, as juſt 
as the current coin, which will ſhew that I have 
not employed a maravedi amiſs.” 

I glanced over the bill, which contained fifteen I 
or twenty pages. Mercy upon me! what a quan- 5 
tity of poultry had been bought, while I was out | 
of my ſenſes. There was in broths only, to the 
amount of twelve piſtoles, at leaſt. The other 
articles were anſwerable to this, It can't be ima- 
gined, how much was laid out for wood, candles, 
water and brooms. Nevertheleſs, ſwelled as this 
account was, the ſum total did not exceed thirty 
piſtoles, conſequently there ought to be a remain- 
der of one hundred and eighty, This I repre- 
fented to her; but the beldame, with an air of 
devotion, began to take all the ſaints to witneſs, 
that there were but fourſcore piſtoles in the purſe, 
when the count's butler gave her the charge of 
my portmanteau, © What is that you ſay, goody ? 
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(cried I, with precipitation) was it the butler who 4 
put my things into your hands?” © Without 
doubt, it was he, (ſhe replied) by this token, 
that when he gave me them, he ſaid, Good 
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mother, when Signior Gil Blas is ſtiff, don't fail 


to treat him with a good funeral, for there is 
money enough in the portmanteau to anſwer the 
expence.“ 

Ah, damned Neapolitan! (cried I) I am no 
longer at a loſs to know how my money 1s gone : 
you have ſwept it away, to make yourſelf ſome 
amends for the thefts I hindered you to commit. 
After this apoſtrophe, I thanked heaven that the 
knave had not carried off the whole. Whatever rea- 
ſon I had, however, to accuſe the butler of having 
robbed me, I could not help thinking, that the 
nurſe might, poſſibly, have done the deed. My 
ſuſpicion fell ſometimes on one, ſometimes on the 
other ; but it was ſtill the ſame thing to me. 

I ſaid nothing to the old woman : I did not 
even cavil at the articles of her conſcionable bill; 
for I ſhould have got nothing by wrangling ; and 


every one muſt underſtand his trade: my reſent- 


ment, therefore, was contented with paying and 
diſmiſſing her three days after. 

I believe, when the went from me, ſhe adver- 
tiſed the apothecary, that ſhe had been diſmiſſed, 
and that 1 was well enough to decamp, - without 
taking my leave of him; for, in a moment after, 


he came to me, quite out of breath, and preſented 


his bill, in which, under names that were utterly 
unknown to me, although I had been a phyſician, 
he had ſet down all the pretended medicines, with 


which he had furniſhed me, while I was out of 


my ſenſes, This bill might be juſtly ſaid to have 
been written in the true ſpirit of an apothecary; 
and accordingly we diſputed about the payment of 


it. I infiſted on his abating of one half of the 


ſum he demanded ; he ſwore he would not abate 
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one maravedi. Conſidering, however, that he had 


to do with a young man, who might ge him the 
flip, by quitting Madrid that very day, he choſe 


rather to be contented with what I offered, that 
is, three times the value of his drugs, than to run 


the ritk of lofing the whole. I gave him the 


moncy with infinite regret, and he retired, fully 
revenged for the ſmall diſgrace he had ſuffered on 
the day of the glyſter. 

The phyſician appeared almoſt at the ſame 
time; for theſe animals are always at the tail of 
one another, I paid him for his viſits, which had 
been very numerous, and ſent him away very well 
ſatisfied. Put before he would leave me, in order 
to prove that he had earned his fees, he related all 
the mortal ſymptoms, which he had prevented, in 
my diſtemper: a taſk he perſormed in very learned 
terms, and with an agreeable air, though it was 
altogether above my com; rehenfion, When I had 
difpatched him, I thought I had got rid of all 
the miniſters of the fates, But J was miſtaken : 
a ſurgeon, whom J had never ſeen, entered my 
apartment, and having ſaluted me very reſpect- 
fully, expreſſed great joy in ſeeing me out of dan- 
ger; a deliverance which (he ſaid) he attributed 
to two copious bleedings that he had performed, 
and ſome cupping-glaſſes which he had the honour 
to apply. This was another feather to be plucked 
from my wing: I was fain to pay tribute to the 
ſurgeon alſo. After ſo many evacuations, my 
purie became ſo feeble, that it was little better 
than a lifeleſs coarſe, ſo little of the radical moi- 
ſture remained. 

I began to loſe courage, when I ſaw myſelf re- 
lapting into a ſtate of mifery, I had, while I 
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ſerved my laſt maſters, conceived too great affec- 


tion for the conveniencies of life, and could no 
longer, as formerly, look upon indigence with 
the eye of a cynic philoſopher. I will own, how- 
ever, that I was very much in the wrong, to let 
myſelf fall a prey to melancholy, After having ſo 
often experienced, that fortune no ſooner over- 


| threw than ſhe raiſed me up again, I ought to 


have regarded the troubleſome ſituation in which 
J was, as another introduction to proſperity, 
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GIL BLAS of Santillane. 
BOOK VII.. 


CHAP. 1 
Gil Blas contrafs a good acquaintance, and obtains 4 


foft that conſoles him for Count Galiano's —_— 
1 he hiſtory of Don Valerio de Luna. 


not having heard of Nunnez all this 
1 time, ſurprized me ſo much, that I con- 


cluded he muſt be in the country: and 


as ſoon as I could walk, went to his lodgings, 
where I underſtood that he had actually gone to 
Andaloutia, three weeks beſore, with the Duke de 
Medina Sidonia. One morning, at waking, Don 


Melchior de la Ronda came into my head; and 


remembering that I had promiſed to him, while I 
was at Grenada, to viſit his nephew, if ever I 
ſhovid return to Madrid, I reſolved to keep my 
promiſe that very day. Having got a direction to 
the houſe of Yon Baltazar de Zuniga, I repaired 

thither, 


oy 
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thither, and afked for Signior Joſeph Navarro, 


who ſoon appeared, When I ſaluted him, he re- 
ceived me politgly, but coldly, although I had fig- 
nified my name. 1 did not know how to recon- 
cile this frozen reception with the character I had 
heard of this clerk of the kitchen; and was going 
away, with a rcfolution to ſave myſelf the trouble 
of a ſecond viſit, when, all of a ſudden, aſſuming 
an open, ſmiling air, he cried, with a good deal 
of emotion, © Ah! Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, 
pray pardon the reception I have given you, My 
memory had betrayed my inclination : I had forgot 
your name, and little thought that you was the 
cavalier, of whom mention is made, in a letter 
which I received from Grenada, about four months 
ago.“ 

How rejoiced am I to ſee you! (added he, 
throwing his arms about my neck, with tranſport) 
my uncle Melchior, whom I love and honour as 
a father, conjures me, if perchance I ſhould have 
the honour of ſeeing you, to treat you in the ſame 
manner as if you was his ſon, and to employ, if 
there ſhould be occaſion, my own credit, and that 
of my friends, in your behalf, He has praiſed the 
qualities of your head and heart, in ſuch terms as 
would have intereſted me in your favour, even if 
J had not been engaged thereto, by his recom- 
mendation, I beg, therefore, that you will look 
upon me, as a man to whom my uncle has im- 
parted, by letter, all his ſentiments with regard 
to you, I offer you my friendſhip, and I hope 
you will not refuſe me yours.” 

I anſwered with that gratitude which I owed to 
the polite behaviour of Joſeph ; and, like people 
of warmth and fincerity, we contracted an inti- 


macy on the ſpot; and I did not ſcruple to diſ- 


cloſe 
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cloſe the ſituation of my affairs; which he no 
ſooner heard, than he faid, © I undertake to pro- 
cure a place for you; and, in the mean time, 
don't fail to come and dine with me every day. 
You will fare better here than at your eating- 
houſe.” The offer was too agreeable to a poor 
creature juſt come out of a fit of illneſs, who 
had been uſcd to good living, to be rejected. 1 
accepted the invitation, therefore, and recruited 
ſo well in that family, that, in fifteen days, I had 
the face of a Bernardine monk. Melchior's ne- 
phew ſeemed to make up his pack rarely : but 
how could it be otherwiſe ? he had three rings 
to his bow; was, at the ſame time, butler, ſtew- 
ard, and clerk of the kitchen; beſides, (our 


friendſhip apart) I believe the comptroller of the 


houſe and he had a very good underſtanding to- 
gether. 

T was perfectly recovered, when my friend 
Joſeph, ſecing me come in one day, to dine as 
uſual, made up to me, with a gay air, and ſaid, 
« Signior Cil Blas, I have a pretty good place 
in view for you. You muſt know that the Duke 
of Lerma, prime miniſter of the Spaniſh crown, 
in order to devote himſelf entirely to affairs of 
ſtate, entruſts two perſons with his own concerns. 
Don Diego de Monteſer has the care of gathering 
his rents; and his houſhold expence is managed 
by Den Reerigo de Calderona, Theſe two men, 


in whom he can confide, exerciſe their employ- 


ments with abſolute authority, without the leaſt 
dependence on one another, Don Diego uſually 
Keeps in his ſervice two ſtewards to receive the 
caſh ; and as I underſtood, this morning, that he 
had diſmifſed one of them, I have been to aſk 
the place for you, Signior de Monteſer, who 
knows 
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knows me, and of whoſe friendſhip I may boaſt, 
has granted it, without any difficulty, on my re- 


commendation of your morales and capacity. We 
will go to his houſe this afternoon.” 


We went thither accordingly. I was very gra- 
ciouſly received, and inſtaled in the employment 
of the ſteward, who had been diſmitſed. His 
office conſiſted in viſiting our fa:'ms, keeping them 
in repair, and receiving the rents: in a word, I 
was concerned in the country citate, and every 
month gave in my accounts to Don Diego, who 
examined them with great attention, This was 
what I wiſhed, Although my integrity had been 
ſo ill repaid by my laſt matter, I was refolved 


to continue always in the ſame path. 


One day having got notice, that a fire had 
happened in the caſtle of Lerma, and that more 
than one half of it had been reduced to aihes, I 
went thither immediately, to take an account of 
the damage ; and having informed myſeif exactly, 
on the ſpot, of all the circumſtances of the fire, I 
compoſed an ample relation of it, which Monteſer 
ſhewed to tne Duke of Lerina. This miniſter, 
notwithſtanding the afliction he was in, to hear 
ſuch bad news, was ſtruck with the relation, and 
could not help aſking who was the author, - Don 
Diego not only ſatisfied him in that particular, 
but alſo ſpoke ſo much in my favour, that his 
excellence remembered me, ſix months after, on 
the occaſion of a ſtory, which I am going to re- 
count, and without which, perhaps, I ſhould never 
have been employed at court. Here it is: 

« At that time, there lived in the ſtreet of the 
Infantas, an old lady called Inciilla de Cantarilla, 
whoſe hirth was not certainly known. Some ſaid 


that ſhe was the daughter of a lute-maker; and 
others, 
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others, that her father was a commander of the 
order of St. Iago, Be that as it will, ſhe was a 
prodigy, Nature had beſtowed upon her the ſin- 
gular privilege of charming the male-ſex, during 
the whole courſe of her life, which exceeded 
ſeventy-five years, She had been idolized by the 
noblemen of the old court, and ſaw herſelf adored 
by thoſe of the new. Time, that ſpares not 
even beauty, had exerted itſelf upon her's in 
vain ; though he had withered it, he could not 
deprive her of the power to pleaſe: a noble air, 
an enchanting wit, and graces that were peculiar 
to her, made her inſpire with paſſion, even in 


her oid age. 


One of the Duke of Lerma's ſecretaries, called 
Don Valerio de Luna, a cavalier of five and twenty, 
faw Ineſilla, and fell in love with her. He de- 
clared himſelf in the moſt paſſionate terms, and 
purſued his prey with all the fury that love and 
youth can inſpire, The lady, who had her rea- 
ſons for not complying with his wiſhes, did not 
know how to moderate his flame. One day, how- 
ever, thinking ſhe had found the means, ſhe carried 
the young man into her cloſet, and pointing to a 
clock that ſtood upon a table, “ You ſee (ſaid ſhe) 
what hour it is---on the ſame day and hour did 
I come into the world, ſeventy-five years ago; 
and you really think it becomes one of my age to 
be engaged in love intrigues? Recal your reaſon, 
my child, and ſtifle thoſe ſentiments which are ſo 
unſuitable both to you and me,” At this ſenſible 
advice, the cavalier, who no longer acknowledged 
the authority of reaſon, anſwered the lady, with 
all the impetuoſity of a man poſſsſſed by the moſt 
violent emotions, Cruel Inefilla ! why have you 
recourſe to ſuch frivolous remonſtrances? Do you 
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imagine that they can change you in my eyes? 
Don't flatter yourſelf with ſuch a vain hope, 
While you are ſuch as I behold you, or while 
my view is faſcinated by the charm, I cannot 
ceaſe to love you.. © Well then, (ſaid ſhe) ſince 
you are ſo obſtinate as to perſiſt in the reſolution 
of fatiguing me with your addreſſes, my houſe 
ſhall be no longer open to you, I forbid you to 
come near it, and deſire to ſee you no more.“ 
You will, perhaps, b.lieve after this, that Don 
Valerio, diſconcerted at what he heard, made an 
honourable retreat. On the contrary, he became 
fill more importunate. Love produces the {ame 
effect in its votaries, as wine does in drunkards. 
The cavalier begged, ſighed, and making a ſud- 
den tranſition from entreaties to rage, attempted 
to enjoy by force, what he could not otherwiſe 
obtain, But the lady reſiſting with courage, cried, 
with an air of indignation, © Hold! raſh wretch ! 
I will ſoon bridle your impious dur. Know 
that you are my ſon.” Don Valerio was con- 
founded at theſe words, which ſuſpended the vio- 
lence of his paſſion. But imagining that Ineſilla 
ſpoke thus, only to be rid of his ſollicitations, he 
anſwered, © You have invented that fable to e- 
iude my defires.'”” *© No, no, (ſaid ſhe, inter- 


rupting him) I reveal a myſtery, which I ſhould 


always have concealed, had not you reduced me 
to the neceſſity of diſcloſing it. Six and twenty 
years ago, I was in love with Don Pedro de Luna, 
your iather, v ho was then governor of Segovia, 
and you became the fruit of our mutual paſſion, 
He owned you for his ſon, gave you good educa- 
tion; and although he had not been without other 
children, your good qualiccs would have deter- 
mined him to leave you a fortune, 1, for my 
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part, did not forſake you; as ſoon as you began 


to appear in the world, I allured you to my houſe, 
in order to in{pire you with that polite behaviour, 
which is ſo neceſſary to a gallant man, and which 
women only can beſtow, I did more; I employed 
all my credit to introduce you into the prime mi- 


niſter's ſervice, In ſhort, I have intereſted myſelf 
for you, as I ought to do for a ſon, After this 


declaration, take your own meaſures, If you can 
purify your ſentiments, and look upon me only 
as a mother, I do not baniſh you from my fight, 
but will treat you with all the tenderneſs I have 
hitherto preſerved : but if you are incapable of 
that effort, which both nature and reaſon demand, 
fly this moment, and deliver me from the horror of 
your preſence.” 

While Ineſilla ſpoke in this manner, Don Va- 


lerio remained in profound ſilence. He ſeemed to 


recal his virtue, and endeavour to vanquiſh him- 
ſelf: but he meditated another deſign, and pre- 
pared a quite different ſpectacle for his mother. 
Being unable to conſole himſelf for the inſur- 
moun able obſtacle that oppoſed his wiſhes, he 
baſely yielded to his deſpair : he drew his ſword, 
and plunged it in his own boſom ; puniſhing him- 
ſelf, like another Oedipus ; with this difference, 
that the Theban plucked out his own eyes, out of 
grief ſor having committed the crime; whereas, the 
Caſtilian ſtabbed himſelf, becauſe he could not 
commit it, 

The unhappy Don Valerio did not die imme- 
diately of the blow he had given himſelf : but had 
time to repent, and aſk pardon of heaven, for 
having taken away his own life. As he left, by 
his death, a vacancy in the poſt of ſecretary to the 
Duke of Lerma, that miniſter, who had not for- 
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got my account of the fire, nor the good character 
he had heard of me, choſe me to fill the place of 
this young gentleman, 


CRAP I 


Gil Blas is preſented to the Duke of Lerma, who re- 


cerves him into the number of his ſecretaries j ſets him 
to work, and is ſatisfied with his performance, 


ONTESER was the perſon who informed 
me of theſe agreeable news, and ſaid, 

« Friend Gil Blas, though I feel ſome regret in 
lofing you, I love you too well, not to be over- 


Joyed at your ſucceeding Don Valerio. You will 


not fail to make a fine fortune, provided you fol- 
low two pieces of advice which J have to give 
you, The firſt is, to appear ſo much attached to 
his excellence, that he ſhall never doubt of your 
being entirely devoted to his will. And the ſecond 
is, to make your court to Signior Non Rodrigo de 


| Calderona ; for that man moulds the mind of his 


maſter like wax, If you have the good fortune 
to acquire the good-will of that favourite ſecre- 


tary, you will go a great way, in a vu little 


thanked him for his good advice) tell me, if you 
pleaſe, Don Rodrigo's character. I have often 
heard him ſpoke of, and repreſented bad enough; 
but J have not much confidence in the pictures 
which people draw of thoſe who have poſts at 
court; though ſometimes, I believe, they do not 


judge amiſs. Pray, tell me then, what you think 


of Signior Calderona.“'“ © You aſk me a very de- 
les queſtion, (replied the overſeer, with a ſa- 
tirical ſmile) I ſhould tell any body but you, 

M 2 wWith- 


„ 2 * 


bi 
4 I 
x 
K 
E 
12 
15 


* Signior, (ſaid I to Don Diego, after having 


_- - — — 2 — — = — * — — — = — — — — * —_ oo 
— 1 — „3K j ˙——— 
5 Va oo Ga hs _ 4 ic * 4 - 1 _ _ Þ 4 
» - — — — — 
F 2 ——— — — 4 — —— * 
Boas * a, * o —— 9 + 4 2 . 


—_—— 


ys Ne yay 


120 The ADVENTURES of 


without heſitation, that he is a very honourabte 
gentleman, of an unblemiſhed character. But 1 


will deal more frankly with you ; for, befides that 
I believe you a young man of diſcretion, T think 
it my duty to talk openly to you of Don Rodrigo, 
ſince I have adviſed you to cultivate him with 


care; otherwiſe, I ſhould only oblige you by 


halves. 
You muſt know then, that from a ſimple do- 
meſtic of his excellence, when he was only Don 


Francis de Sandoval, this man has arrived, by de- 


grees, at the poſt of his firſt ſecretary. There 
Never was a prouder man; he looks upon him- 
ſcl as ttc Duke of Lerma's colleague, and, at 
bottom, he may be ſaid to ſhare with him the 


authority of prime-miniſter ; ſince he beſtows 


poſts and governments on whom he pleaſes to 
oblige, This the public often murmurs at; but 
he gives himſelf no trouble about the matter : 
provided an affair yields him a handſome preſent, 
he bids defiance to cenſure, You will eaſily con- 


ceive, from what I have ſaid, (added Don Diego) 


how you are to behave to ſuch a haughty mortal.“ 
« O yes! (ſaid I) leave that to me, It will be 
very unlucky indeed, if I cannot gain his favour, 
When one knows the foible of a perſon whom he 
wiſhes to pleaſe, he mult be no conjurer if he fails 
of ſucceſs.” Well then, (replied Montefer) I 
will now preſent you to the Duke of Lerma.' 

We went immediately to the houſe of that mi- 
niſter, whom we ſcund giving audience in a great 
hall, where there was more company than at 
court. Here I ſaw commanders and knights of 
Calatrava and St. Iago, ſolliciting for governments 
and viceroyalties ; biſhops who, being ſickly at 
their own dioceſes, defired to be made arch- 
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biſhops, only for the change of air; and ſome holy 
fathers, of the orders of St. Dominic and St. Fran- 
cis, who laid claim to the mitre, with great hu- 
mility. I likewife obſerved ſome half- pay officers, 
who acted the ſame part that Captain Chinchilla 
had formerly performed; that is, ſpent all they 
had in dancing attendance for a pention, If the 
duke did not gratify all their deſires, he, at leaſt, 
received their petitions with great affability; and 
I perceived that he anſwered very politely to thoſe 


who ſpoke to him. 


We waited patiently; until he had diſpatched 


all theſe ſupplicants: then Don Diego ſaid to him, 


« My lord, here is Gil Blas de Santillane, that 
young man whom your excellency has choſen to 
ſupply the place of Don Valerio,” At theſe 
words, the duke caiting his eyes upon me, ſaid, 
in a very obliging manner, that I had already 
merited it, by the ſervices I had done him. He 
afterwards carried me into his cloſet, to diſcourſe 
with me in private, or rather, to judge of my 
underſtanding by my converſation, He deſired to 
know who I was, and the life I had hitherto led, 
exacting of me a ſincere narration of the whole. 
What a detail was this, for me to give! there was 
no thinking of telling lies before a prime-miniſter 
of Spain, On the other hand, 1 had ſo many 
things to tell at the expence of my vanity, that 1 
could not reſolve on a general confeſſion, How 
ſhould I extricate myſelf from this embarraſſment ? 
1 took the reſolution of embelliſhing the truth, 
in thoſe parts where it would have offended, in 
its nakedneſs; but he did not fail to diſcover it, 
in ſpite of all my ſkill, © Monſieur de Santillane, 
(ſaid he, with a ſmile, when 1 had finiſhed my 
ſtory) I ſee you have been a little on the Picaro 
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in your time.“ I anſwered, with a bluſh, “ Your 
excellency ordered me to be ſincere, and I have 
obeyed.” © I am obliged to thee for it, (he re- 
plied:) go, my child, thou haſt come off very 
cheaply. I am aſtoniſhed that thou waſt not un- 
done by ill example. There are many honeſt }! 
people who would have turned great rogues, had 
for une put them to the ſame trials. 

Trend Santillane, (continued the miniſter) for- 
get thy pait life ; and remember, that thou now 
belongelſt to the k.ng, in whoſe ſervice thou wilt 
be employed for the ſuture. Follow me, and I 
will make thee acquainted with the nature of thy 
office.“ THe carried me into a little cloſet ad- 
zoining to his own, where I ſaw, upon ſhelves, 
twenty thick regiſters in folio, .** It is here (ſaid 
he) where thou muſt work. Theſe regiſters com- 
poſe a did ionary of all the noble families within 
the kingdoms and principalities of the Spaniſh 
monarchy, Every book contains, in alphabetical 
order, the abridged hiſtory cf every gentleman, in 
which are recounted the ſervices which he and his 
anceſtors have performed to the ſtate, as well as 
the affaj s of honour in which they have been en- 
gaged, There is alſo mention made of their for- 
tune, their morals, and, in a word, of all their 
bad qualities: fo that, when they come to ſol- 
licit favours at court, I ſee, with one glance of 
my eye, whether or not they deſerve them. That 
I may have an exact information of all theſe 
things, I have penſionaries every where, who 
take care to get good intelligence, which they 
tranſmit to me in writing ; but as their memorials 
are often diffuſe, and ſtuffed with provincial 
modes of expreſſion, they muſt be rendered more 
- Eonciſe, and the diction poliſhed ; becauſe — 

EN 
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Majeſty ſometimes orders theſe regiſters to be read 
to him. In this work, which requires a perſpi- 
cuous ſtyle, I will employ thee, this very mo- 
ment.“. 

So ſaying, he took out of a porto folio, full of 
papers, a memorial, which he put into my hand ; 
and went out of my cloſet, Laving me at liberty 
to perform my coup d'eſſai. I read the piece, which 
ſcemed not only ſtuffed with barbarous terms, but 
even filled with indecent paſſion ; though it had 
been compoſed by a monk in the town of Solſona. 
He there tore to-pieces, without mercy, a good 
Catalonian family; and God knows if he ſpoke 
truth: it looked ſo much like a ſcandalous libel, 
that I at firſt made ſome ſcruple of working upon 
it ; being afraid of making myſelf an accomplice 
in the calumny, Nevertheleſs, novice as I was at 
court, I went on, at the hazard of his reverence's 
ſoul ; and placing all the iniquity, if there wag 
any in the caſe, to his account, began to diſho- 
nour, in good Caſtilian phraſes, two or three ge- 
nerations of honeſt men, perhaps. 

J had already finiſhed four or five pages, when 
the duke, impatient to know how I performed, 
returned and ſaid, “ Santillane, ſhew me what 
thou haſt done ; for long to ſee it:? At the fame 
time, throwing his eyes upon my work, he read 
the beginning with great attention ; and ſeemed 


fo well ſatisfied, that I was ſurprized at his com- 


mendation. Prepoſſeſſed as I was in thy favour, 
(ſaid he) I confeſs thou haſt ſurpaſied my expec- 
tation : thou writeſt not only with all the clear- 
neſs and diſtinction that I deſired, but thy ſtile is 
alſo ſpirited and eaſy : thou juſtifieſt the choice I 
have made of thy pen, and conſol:ſt me for the 
loſs of thy predeceſſor,” He would not have con- 
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fined my elogium to this, had he not been inter. 
rupted by the arrival of his nephew the Count de 
Lemos, whom his excellency embraced ſeveral 
times, and received in ſuch a manner, as gave me 
to underſtand that he loved him with a tender af- 
fection. They ſhut themſelves up together, to 
talk in private of a family affair, which I ſhall 
have occaſion to mention in the ſequel ; and with 
which the miniſter, at that time, ſeemed to be 
more engroſſed, than with the buſineſs of the king. 

While they were engaged together, I heard the 
clock ſtrike twelve; and as I knew that the ſecre- 
taries and clerks quitted their offices at that hour, 
to go and dine ſomewhere, I left my performance, 
and went out, not with a view of going to Mon- 
teſer's houſe, for he had already paid my appoint- 
ments, and I had taken my leave of him, but to 
the moſt famous ordinary of the court-end of the 
town : a common eating-houſe would not now 
ſerve my turn. Remember that thou now belongeſt to 
the king. Theſe words, which the duke had pro- 


nounced, were ſeedsof ambition that every inſtant 


ſprung up in my ſoul. 


CHAP, III. 


He learns that his poſt is not altogether without mortifi- 
cations, His uneaſineſs at this piece of news, which 
obliges Fim to alter his conduct. 


Was at great pains, when I entered, to let the 

landlord know that I was ſecretary to the prime 
miniſter ; and in that quality, I did not know 
what to order for my dinner : I was afraid of be- 
ſpeaking ſomething that might ſavour of parſi- 
mony, and therefore bid him dreſs what he him- 
ſelf ſhould think proper, 


Accordingly, he re- 
galed 
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galed me in a ſumptuous manner, and I was ſerved 
with marks of reſpe& which gave me ſtill more 
pleaſure than the good chear. When the bill was 
brought, I threw a piſtole upon the table, leaving 
to the waiters one fourth of it at leaſt; for ſo 
much remained over and above the reckoning, 
Aſter which, I ſtrutted away with ſuch geſtures 
as ſhewed that I was mighty well pleaſed with my 
own perſon, 

About twenty yards from hence, there was a 
large houſe, in which noblemen that were ſtrangers 
commonly lodged, Here J hired an apartment, 
confiſting of five or fix rooms handſomely fur- 
niſhed, as if I already enjoyed two or three thou- 
ſand ducats a year; and even paid the firft month 
per advance. Afterwards, returning to work, I 


ſpent the whole afternoon in continuing what I 


had begun in the morning. There were two more 


ſecretaries in a cloſet next to mine; but they 


only tranſcribed what the duke gave them to copy. 
With theſe I contracted an acquaintance that very 
evening, when we went out together; and, in 


order to gain their friendſhip the ſooner, carried 


them to my tavern, where I ordered for ſupper 
the beſt diſnes in ſeaſon, with the moſt delicate 
wines. 

We ſat down together, and began to converſe 


_ with more gaity than wit; for to do juftice to my 


gueſts, I ſoon perceived that they did not owe to 
their genius the places which they poſſeſſed. They 
were connoiſſeurs, indeed, in the different kinds 
ot hand-writing ; but they had not the leaft tinc- 


ture of univerſity education. 


To make amends for this, they underſtood their 
own little intereſt to admiration ; and were not 
fo much intoxicated with the honour of ſerving 

the 
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the prime miniſter, but that they complained of 
their ſituation. ** We have (ſaid one cf them) 
already exerciſed our employment five months at 
our own expence, without touching one farthing ; 
and, which is worſe, our appointments are not 
regulated ; nor do we know upon what focting 
we are,” As for my part, (ſaid the other) I 
would with all my heart put up with twenty 


laſhes, inſtead of appointments, to be allowed the: 


liberty of engaging myſelf elſewhere ; for I dare 
not retire of my own accord, nor demand my dit- 
miſſion, after the ſecrets with which I have been 
intruſted ; elſe I might chance to viſit the tower 
of Segovia, or caſtle of Alicant.“ 

* How do you make ſhift to live then? (ſaid J 
to them:) I ſuppoſe you have fortunes of your 
own.“ They anſwered, they had very little mo- 
ney ; but, luckily for them, they lodged at the 
houſe of an honeſt widow, who gave them credit 
for their board, at the rate of one hundred piſtoles a 
year from each. All this diſcourſe, of which I did 
not loſe one word, diſſipated in an inſtant the 
fumes of my pride: I concluded, that no more 
conſideration would be paid to me than to others ; 
conſequently, I had no cauſe to be ſo much 
charmed with my poſt, which was not quite ſo 
ſubſtantial as I had imagined ; and that, in ſhort, 
I could not be too frugal of my purſe. Theſe re- 
NeQicns cured me of my extravagance, I began 
to repent of having invited my fellow-fecretarics, 
wiſhed the repaſt at an end; and, when the bill 
was brought, diſputed with the landlord cn every 
article. | 

My friends and I parted at midnight; becauſe I 
did not preſs them to ſtay longer. They went 
home to their widow, and I to my ſuperb apart- 
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ment, which I now was mad with myſelf for 
having hired ; and which I firmly reſolved to leave 


at the month's end. It was to no purpoſe ſor me 


to lie down on a good bed; my anxiety baniſhed 
all repoſe ; and I paſſed the night in contriving 
means of being paid by his Majeſty for my work, 
I ftuck, on this occaſion, to Monteſer's advice, 
and roſe with a reſolution of going to pay my re- 
ſpecs to Don Rodrigo de Calderona. I was in a 
very proper diſpoſition to appear before ſuch a 
proud man, becauſe I found I had occaſion for his 
protection. 

I repaired then to the fecretary, whoſe lodging 
communicated with that of the duke of Lerma, 


and even equalled it in magnificence : by the fur- 


niture, it would have been a difficult matter to di- 
ſtinguith the maſter from the man. I ſent in my 
name, as the ſucceſſor of Don Valerio; but, for 
all that, I waited in the anti-chamber upwards of 
an hour. Mr, New Secretary, (faid I to myſelf at 
this juncture) have a little patience, if you pleaſe : 
I find you muſt dance attendance yourſelf, before 
you make other people do ſo.“ The chamber- 
door being opened at length, I entered, and advan- 
ced towards Don Rodrigo, who having juſt finiſhed 
a billet-doux to his charming Sirena, was putting 
it into Pedrillo's hands, I had never appeared 
before the archiſhop of Grenada, the Count Ga- 
liano, nor even the prime miniſter, ſo reſpectfully 


as I preſented myſe'f to the eyes of Signior de Cal- 


derona, whom I faluted with a bow to the very 
ground, begging his protection in ſuch ſubmiſſive 
terms, that I cannot remember them without a 
bluſh. My meanneſs would have turned to my 
prejudice, in the opinion of a real gentleman : but 
he was pleaſed with my groveling behaviour, and 

| aſſured 


123 The ADVENTURES of 


aſſured me, obligingly enough, that he would let 
ſlip no opportunity of doing me ſervice. 

I thanked him with great demonſtrations of 
zeal for his favourable ſentiments of me; and 
Having vowed eternal attachment to him, took my 
leave for fear of incommoding him; and begged 
he would excuſe me, if I had interrupted him in 
His important affairs. As ſoon as I had acted this 
mean part, I went to my office, where I finiſhed 
the taſk which had been impoſed. The duke, who 

did not fail to come thither in the morning, was 
no leſs pleaſed with the end, than he had been 
with the beginning of my work; and ſaid : This 
is extremely well : write as well as thou canſt this 
abridged hiſtory in the regiſter of Catalonia: aſter 
which, thou ſhalt take another information out of 
the porto-folio, and manage it in the ſame man- 
ner.“ I had a pretty long converſation with his 
excellency, and was charmed with his ſweetneſs, 
and familiarity of behaviour, What a difference 
was there between him and Calderona! They 
were two figures ſtrongly contraſted, 

I dined that day in an eating-houſe for a mo- 
derate expence; and reſolved to go thither incog- 
nito every evening, until I ſhould ſee the effect of 
my complaiſance and ſervility. I had money ſuf—- 
ficient to maintain me three months, during which 
I reſolved to work at a venture; propoſing, as the 
ſhorteſt follies are the leaſt prejudicial, to abandon 
the court and all its tinſel, if I ſhould receive no 
ſalary before the expiration of that term, This, 
therefore, was my plan, I ſpared nothing, during 
two months, to pleaſe Calderona ; but he took ſo 


little notice of my endeavours, that deſpairing of 


ſucceſs, I changed my conduct towards him; and 
exerted 
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ments of converſation which I had with the duke. 


CHAP. IV. 


Gil Blas gains the fawour of the duke of Lerma, who 
intruſis him with a ſecret of great importance, 


Lthough his grace, to uſe the expreſſion, only 


juſt appeared before me, and vaniſhed again, 
every day; I inſenſibly rendered myſelf ſo agree- 


able to his excellency, that he ſaid to me one af- 


ternoon, © Hark'ye, Gil Blas, I like thy diſpoſi- 
tion and underſtanding, and have a regard for 
thee accordingly. Thou art a zealous faithful young 
fellow, extremely intelligent and diſcreet ; ſo that 
I don't think I ſhall miſplace my confidence, if I 
beſtow it upon thee.” I threw myſelf on my 


knees, when I heard theſe words ; and after having 


reſpectfully kiſſed one of his hands, which he 
held out to raiſe me up, anſwered, ** Is it poſſible 
then, that your excellency can deign to honour me 
with ſuch extraordinary favour ? What ſecret 
enemies will your goodneſs raiſe up againſt me! 
But there is only one man whoſe hatred I dread, 
and that is Don Rodrigo de Calderona.“ 

Thou haſt nothing to apprehend from that: 
quarter, (replied the duke:) I know Calderona z 


he has been attached to me from his infancy ; and 


I may venture to ſay, his ſentiments are ſo con- 
formable to mine, that he careſſes thoſe whom TI 
love, and hates thoſe who diſoblige me: inſtead 
of dreading his averſion, thou mayſt, on the con- 
trary, depend upon his friendſhip.” 
could plainly perceive, that Signior Don Rodrigo 


was a cunning rogue, who had got poſſeſſion of 


nis excellency's ſoul; and that I could not be too 
Vor, III. N cautious 


S BLAS. 129 
exerted myſelf wholly in profiting by thoſe mo- 


By this, I 
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cautious with him, © To begin (added the duke) 
with putting thee in poſſeſſion of my confidence, 
I will diſcloſe to thee a deſign which I have pro- 
jected; for it is neceſſary that thou ſhouldſt be 
informed of it, that thou mayſt acquit thyſelf the 
better of the commiſſions in which I intend to 
employ thee, 1 have a long time beheld my au— 
thority in general reſpected, my decitions blindly 
followed, and commiſſions, employments, govern- 
ments, viceroyalties, and benefices, diſpoſed of, 
according to my with, I may be ſaid to reign in 
Spain; and it is impoſſible to puſh my fortune far- 
ther: but I would ſecure it againſt the ſtorms that 
begin to threaten me; and, for that effect, want 
to have my nephew, the Count de Lemos, for wy 
ſucceſſor in the miniſtry.“ 

Here the duke, obſerving that I was extremely 
ſurpriſed at what I heard, ſaid : I ſee your ſur- 
prize, Santillane ; you think it very ſtrange that 1 


ſhould prefer my nephew to my own ſon the Duke 


d' Uzeda: but you muit know, that this laſt has 
too narrow a genius to fill my place; beſides, I 
am his enemy : he has found the ſecret of being 
agreeable to the king, who wants to make him his 
favourite; and this is what I cannot bear, The 
favour of a ſovereign is like the poſſeſſion of a 
woman whom we adore: a piece of happineſs of 
which we are ſo jealous, that we cannot reſolve 
to ſhare it with a rival, however connected to us 
by the tics of blood and friendſhip, 

I now diſcloſe to thee (continued his grace) the 
very bottom of my ſoul. I have already attempted 
to ruin the Duke d'Uzeda with his Majeſty ; and 
as I could not ſucceed, I have changed my bat- 
tery, I deſign that the Count de Lemos ſhall 
imnuate himſelf into the good graces of the 

prince 
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prince of Spain. Being gentleman of his bed- 


chamber, he has an opportunity of talking with 


him every moment; and beſides that he does not 
want wit, I know a ſure method for him to ſuc- 
ceed in that enterprize. By this ſtratagem, I will 
oppoſe my nephew to my ſon, and breed a diviſion 
between the two couſins, which will oblige them 
both to court my ſupport, the awe of which will 
keep them ſubmiſſive to my will. This (added 
he) is my ſcheme ; and thy aſſiſtance will be very 
ſerviceable to me : for I will always ſend thee to 
the Count de Lemos, and thou ſhalt report from 


him whatever he ſhall have occaſion to impart,” 


After this confidence, which I regarded as ready 
money, I no longer felt any diſquiet. At 
length (ſaid I to myſelf) I am under the ſpout ; 
a ſhower of gold will certainly rain upon me; for 
it is impoſſible but that the confident of a man, 
who, by way of excellence, is called the great 
pillar of the Spaniſh monarchy, ſhould be in a 
very ſhort time loaded with wealth.” Full of 
ſuch agreeable hope, I ſaw with indifference my 
poor purſe giving up the glioſt. 


r. 
Gl Blas is overwhelmed ⁊vith joy, honour and diſtreſs. 


HE miniſter's affection for me was ſoon per- 
ceived ; for he affected to give marks of it 


in public, giving me the charge of his porto-folio, 


which he uſed to carry in his own hand to council. 
This novelty making people look upon me as a 
ſmall favourite, excited the envy of ſeveral per- 
ions; and was the occaſion of my receiving a great 
deal of court holy water. My two neighbours, 
the ſecretaries, were not the laſt in complimenting 

N 2 me 


: ? 
132 The ADVENTURES of 
me upon my approaching greatneſs; and they in- 
vited me to ſup at their widow's, not ſo much in 
return for my treat, as with a view to engage me 
in their behalf for the future, I was welcomed 
every where; even the haughty Don Rodrigo 
changed his behaviour to me, and now called me 
nothing but Signior de Santillane ; though, beſore 
that, he only favoured me with you, always omit- 
ting the term Signior. He loaded me with civili- 
ties, eſpecially when he thought our patron might 
obſerve him: but J aſſure you he had no fool to 
deal with; I anſwered all his kindneſs with equal 
politeneſs ; and the more ſo, the more I hated him 
in my heart: an old courtier could not have ex- 
celled me in this particular. 

I likewiſe accompanied my lord duke to court, 
whither he commonly went three times a day. 


In the morning, he entered his Majeſty's bed- 


.chamber as ſoon as he was awake; and kneeling 
by the bed-ſide, diſcourſed of thoſe things that 
were to be done in the day; having alſo dictated 


to his mater what was to be ſaid, he retired ; and 


returned immediately after dinner, not to talk on 
ſtate-affairs, but to converſe on entertaining ſub- 
jects, and regale the king with all the merry ad- 
ventures which happened in Madrid, and of which 
he was always very early informed. Laſt of all, 
he viſited him, for the third time, in the evening, 
when he gave ſuch an account as he thought pro- 
per of what he had done through the day, and in 
a careleſs manner aſked his majeſty's orders for 
to-morrow, While he was with the king, I re- 
mained in the anti-chamber, where I ſaw people 
of quality, devoted to the idol Favour, court my 
converſation, and think themſelves happy, if I en- 


tered into diſcourſe with them, How, after this, 
could 
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could I help thinking myſelf a man of conſequence ? 
There are a great many at court who have the 
ſame opinion of themſelves, upon a much more 
ſlender foundation. | 

One day, I had ſtill more food for my vanity : 
the king, to whom the duke had ſpoke very ad-. 
vantageouſly of my ſtile, was very curious to ſee 
a ſpecimen of it, Upon which, his excellency 
made me take up the Catalonian regiſter, and car- 
rying me into the preſence, ordered me to read 
the firſt ſtory which I had abridged, If I was at 


firſt diſturbed by the preſence of the prince, I was 


ſoon compoſed by that of the miniſter z and read 
my performance, which his Majeſty heard with 
pleaſure, He expreſſed his ſatisfaction, and even 
recommended me to the Miniſter's protection. 
This did not at all diminiſh the pride of my heart ; 
and the converſation which I had a few days after 
with the Count de Lemos quite filled my head with 
the ideas of ambition, I went to this nobleman 
from his uncle, and finding him at the prince's 
court, preſented to him a letter of credentials ; in 
which the duke told him, that he might open him- 
ſelf to me, as to one who was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with their deſign, and choſen by him as 
their common meſſenger, The count having read 


this billet, conducted me into a room, and having 


locked the door, ſpoke in this manner: “ Since 
you enjoy the confidence of the duke of Lerma, I 
don't doubt that you deſerve it ; and I ought to 
make no difficulty in giving you mine alſo. You 
muſt know then, that matters go on ſwimmingly. 
The prince of Spain diſtinguiſhes me from all the 
noblemen who are perſonally attached to him, and 
who ſtudy to pleaſe him. I had this morning a 
private converſation with him, in which he ſeemed 

= + chagrined 
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chagrined at ſeeing himſelf, through the king's 
avarice, unable to follow the dictates of his gene- 
rous heart, or even to ſpend like a prince. On 
this occaſion, I did not fail to lament his ſituation ; 

and profiting by the opportunity, promiſed to bring 
a thouſand piſtoles to him at his levee to-morrow, 


as an earneſt of greater ſums which I have under- 


taken to ſurniſh him with in a very little time, 
He was charmed with my promiſe ; and I am cer- 
tain of captivating his favour, if I keep my word, 


Go and tell theſe circumſtances to my uncle, and 


return in the evening, to inform me of his ſenti- 
ments of the matter.“ 

I quitted the Count de Lemos immediately, and 
went back to the Duke of Lerma, who, on my 
report, ſent to Calderona for a thouſand piſtoles, 
which he gave me to carry in the evening to the 
count. This I performed; ſaying to myſelf, © Oho! 
I now ſee plainly what the infallible method is 
which the miniſter takes to ſucceed in his enter- 
prize: upon my ſoul! he is in the right; and, to 
all appearance, theſe prodigalities will not ruin his 
fortune: I can eaſily gueſs from whoſe cofters 
theſe piſtoles are taken : but after all, it is but rea- 
fonable that the father ſhould maintain the ſon.“ 
The Count de Lemos, when we parted, ſaid ſoftly, 
« Farewel, dear confident ; the prince of Spain is 
a little amorous : you and I muſt have a conterence 
on that ſubject one of theſe days: I foreſee that [ 
ſhall have occaſion for your dexterity very ſoon.” 

I came home muſing on theſe words, which were 


not at all ambiguous, and which filled me with - 


Joy. © The devil! (ſaid I) I am juſt on the eve 
of becoming Mercury to the heir of the kingdom.“ 

I did nos examine into the goodneſs or badneſs of 
the office ; the quality of the gallant laid my vir- 
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tue aſleep. What glory was it for me to be made 


miniſter of pleaſure to a great prince! © Softly, 
Mr. Gil Blas, (ſome folks will ſay) the buſineſs 
was only to make you deputy-miniſter, I own it: 
but at bottom the honour of both theſe poſts is 
equal, the difference lies in the profits only.“ 

While I executed theſe noble commiſſions, ad- 
vaRcing every day farther and farther in the good 


. graces of the prime - miniſter 3 with ſuch enchant- 


ing hopes, how happy would I have been, if am- 
bition had ſecured me from the cravings of hunger ! 
More than two months had elapſed ſince I had 
quitted my magnificent apartment, and hired a 
ſmall chamber very frugally furniſhed. Although 


this gave me ſome pain, as I came out early in the 
morning, and did not go home to bed before night, 
I bore my fortune patiently. The whole day I ap- 


peared upon my theatre, that is, in the duke's 
houſe, and played the part of a man of conſequence : : 
but when I had crept up into my garret, my im- 
portance vaniſhed, and nothing remained but poor 
Gil Blas without money; and, which is worſe, 
without any thing that could fetch it, Though I 
had not been too proud to diſcover my neceſſity to 
any body, I did not know one perſon that could 
alliſt me, except Navarro, whom I had neglected 
i» much, ſince I turned courtier, that J had not 
aſſurance enough to make application to his friend- 
ſhip. I had been obliged to ſell all my cloaths 
piece-meal, except thoſe for which I had abſolute 
occaſion, I went no more to the eating-houſe, be- 
cauſe I had not wherewithal to pay my ordinary, 
How did I make ſhift then to ſubſiſt? Every 


morning, a little bread and wine was brought into 


our offices for breakfaſt: this was all that the mi- 
niſter 
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niſter allowed: this was all T eat through the day; 
and I generally went ſupperiets to bed. | 

Such was the ſituation of a man who ſhone at 
court, and who was more properly an object of 
compaſſion than of envy. Nevertheleſs, I could 
no longer ſuſtain the weight of my miſery ; and at 
length determined to diſcloſe it, with addreſs, to 
the duke cf Lerma, as ſoon as an opportunity 
ſhould offer. Happily for me, I found an occa- 
ſion at the Eſcurial, whither the king and prince 
repaired, ſome days after I had come to this reſo- 
lution, 


C HA P., v3, 
The manner in which Gil Blas infor ms the duke of Lerma 


of his nec{ſity, and that miniſter's behaviour on the 
occaſion, 


HILFE the 8 was at the Eſcurial, he de- 
frayed the expence of every body; ſo that 
there I did not feel where the thoe pinched: I lay 
in a wardrobe, juſt by the bed-chamb r of the 
duke; who one morning, riſing as uſual at break 
of day, made me take ſome papers and a ſtandiſh, 
and follow him into the palace-garden, We went 
and ſat down under a tuit of trees, where I put 
myſelf, by his order, into the poſture of a man 
writing on the crown of his hat; while he held in 
his hand a paper, which he pretended to read: ſo 
that, at a diſtance, we ſeemed buſy in very ferious 
affairs, though all the while we talked of nothing 
but trifles. 
For the ſpace of an hour, I had diverted his ex- 
ceHency with all the ſallies that my good humour 


could afford, when two magpies perching on the 


trees under which we ſat, began to hatter in 
| ſuch 
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ſuch a noiſy manner, as attracted our attention. 
«© Theſe birds (ſaid the duke) ſeem o ſcold one 
another : I ſhould be very glad to know the cauſe 
of their quarrel,” “ My lord, (ſaid I) your eu- 
rioſity puts me in mind of an Indian fable, which 
T have read in Pilpay, or ſome other author of that 
kind.“ The miniſter defired to hear it, and I re- 
counted it in theſe words: 

« Heretofore a good monarch reigned in Perſia, 
whoſe genius being not quite extenſive enough to 
govern his kingdom of himſelf, he left that care 
o his grand viſier Atalmuc, a man of ſuperior ca- 
pacity, who ſupported the weight of that vaſt 
monarchy, without ſtooping, and maintained it in 
profound peace. He had even the art of making the 
royal authority loved, as well as feared; and the ſub- 
jects enjoyed an affectionate father in a viſir, who 
Was faithful to his prince. Atalmuc had, among 
his ſecretaries, a young Cachemirien called Zean- 
gir, whom he loved more than all the others. He 
took pleaſure in his converſation, carried him in 
his company to the chace, and even diſcloſed to 
him his moſt ſecret thoughts. One day, while 
they hunted together in a wood, the viſir ſeeing 
two ravens croaking on a tree, ſaid to his ſecre- 
tary, ** 1 wiſh I knew what theſe birds are talking 
of, in their language.“ Signior, (anſwered the 
Cachemirien) your with may be accenpliſhed.“ 


© How can that be? (replied Atalmuc.) * A 


cabaliſtical derviſe (ſaid Zeangir) taught me the 
language of birds, If you pleaſe, I will liſten to 
theſe, and repeat to you verbatim every thing that 


1 ſhall hear.” 


The viſir conſented ; and the Cachemirien ap- 
proaching the ravens, ſeemed to lend an attentive 
car to their diſcourſe : after which, returning to 
| his 
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his maſter, *©* Signior, (ſaid he) would you he- 
lieve it? we are the ſubject of their converſation.” 
<© Impoſſible (cried the Perſian miniſter) what can 
they ſay of us?“ © One of them (replied the 
fecretary) ſaid, “ Behold the grand vir Atalmuc 
in perſon, that tutelary eagle, who covers Pertia 
like a neit with his wings, and inceſſantly watches 
for iis preſervation, As a relaxation from his 
painful toils, he hunts in this wood with his faith- 
ful Zeangir. How happy is that ſecretary in 
ſerving a maſter who has ſo much affection for 
him! © Softly, — the other raven) ſoftly; 
don't too much extol the happineſs of that Cache- 


mirien: Atalmuc, it's true, converſes familiarly 


with him, honours him with his confidence, and, 
I don't doubt, intends to give him a confiderable 
poſt : but, before that happens, Zeangir will die 
of hunger. That poor devil lodges in a ſmall 
paultry room, Where he is in want of the common 
neceTxaries of life. In a word, he lives in a mi- 
ſerable manner, though no body at court perceives 
it. The grand viſir never thinks of inquiring into 
his circumſtances; but, content with entertaining 
favourable ſentiments in his behalf, leaves him, in 
the mcan time, a prey to poverty.“ 

Here I left off ſpeaking, in order to obſerve tlie 
duke, who aſked, with a ſmile, what impreſſion 
the apologue made on the mind of Atalmuc, and 
if the grand viſir was not offended at the pre- 
ſumption of his ſecretary. © No, my lord, (ſaid 
I, in great confuſion at his queſtion) the fable 
ſays, that, on the contrary, he loaded him with 
favours. That was lucky, (replied the duke, 
with a ſerious air) ſome miniſters would not like 
to be ſo ſchooled. But (added he, breaking off 
the diſcourſe, and getting up) I believe the king 
will 
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will ſoon be awake, and my duty obliges me to 


be near him.** So ſaying, he walked haſtily to- 


wards the palace, without ſpeaking another word, 
and very ill pleaſed, as I imagined, with the Indian 
fable. | 

I followed him to the very door of his Majeſty's 
bed-chamber ;z after which, I wen: and put the 
papers into the place from whence I had taken 
them, and then entered. the cloſet where our two 
copying ſecretaries were at work ; for they were 
alſo along with us. What is the matter with 
you, Signior de Santillane ? (ſaid they, when they 
ſaw me) you ſeem very much diſturbed! Has 
any diſagreeable accident happened to you?“ 

] was too much affected with the bad ſucceſs of 
my apologue to conceal my grief: I recounted to 
them what I had ſaid to the duke; and they ex- 
prefled their ſympathy in the ſharp affliction with 
which I was ſeized, © You have great reaſon to 
be grieved, (ſaid one of them;) I with you may 
be better treated than the ſecretary of cardinal 
Spinola, who, tired with having received nothing 
during fifreen months in which he was employed 
by his eminence, took the liberty, one day, of re- 
preſenting his neceſſity, and craving ſome money 
tor his ſubſiſtence. © It is but juſt (ſaid the mi- 


niſter, that you ſhould be paid. Here, (added he, 


giving him an order for a thouſand ducats) go and 
receive that ſum from the royal treaſury ; but re- 


member, at the ſame time, that I have no farther 


occaſion ſor your ſervice.” The ſecretary would 
have conſoled himſelf for his diſmiſſion, had he 
touched his thouſand ducats, and been allowed to 
ſeek for buſineſs elſewhere ; but, juſt as he went 
out of the cardinal's houſe, he was arreſted by an 
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alguazil, and conducted to the tower of Segovia, 


where he has been a priſoner a long time, 

This touch of hiſtory redoubled my fear; I be. 
lieved myſelf undone; and becoming inconſolable, 
began to reproach my own impatience, as if I had 
not ſuffered enough. © Alas! (ſaid I) why did ] 


Tiſk that unl cky fable which has diſpleaſed the 


miniſter ? perhaps, he was juſt on the point of 
extricating me out of my miſerable ſituation--nay, 
perhaps I was on the eve of making one of thofe 
ſudden fortunes which aſtoniſh mankind. What 
riches! what honours have I loſt by my own 
folly ! I ought to have conſidered, that great men 
don't chooſe to be anticipated, but deſire that the 
leaſt gratifications they are obliged to give, ſhould 
be received as their own free grace and favour. It 
would have been better for me, to continue my 


lender regimen, without complaining to the duke, 


and even to let myſelf die of hunger, by which 
means the blame would lie on his fide, 

If I had even preſerved ſome ſparks of hope, 
my maſter, whom I ſaw in the afternoon would 
have baniſhed them entirely; he was very ſerious 
with me, contrary to cuſtom, and ſcarce ſpoke at 
all ; a circumſtance that threw me into mortal 
diſquiet for the reſt of the day ; neither did I paſs 
the night in more tranquility, my ſorrow for ſee- 
ing all my agreeable illuſions vaniſh, and the dread 
of increaſing the number of ſtate priſoners, made 
me groan and lament my condition till morning. 

The next. day was the criſis of my fate, the 
duke ordered me to be called in the morning, and 
I entered his chamber, trembling like a criminal 
who is going to receive ſentence, © Santillane, 
{ſaid he, ſhewing a paper which he held in his 


Hand) take this order”? -I quaked at the word 


Order, 
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Order, ſaying to myſelf, O heaven! behold 
cardinal Spinola! the carriage is ready for Sego- 
via - -The terror which ſeized me, was ſuch, that 
I interrupted the miniſter, and throwing myſelf 


at his feet, My lord, (faid I, all in tears) I 


muſt humbly beg, that your excellency will pardon 
my preſumption, it was neceſſity alone that com- 
pelled me to diſcloſe my ſituation.“ 

The duke, who could not help laughing at my 
diſorder, anſwered, © Be comforted, Gil Blas, 
and liſten to what J am going to ſay---aithough the 
diſcovering thy neceſſities, was a reproach to me, 
ſor not having prevented them, I am not at all diſ- 
obliged, my friend; I am rather angry with my- 
felf for having omitted to aſk how thou liveſt. But 


to begin with making amends for this inattention, 


I give thee this order for fifteen hundred ducats, 
which will be paid upon ſight, out of the royal 
treaſury. This is not all; I promiſe thee the ſame 
ſum annually, and befides, when people of wealth 
and generofity ſollicit thy intereſt, I do not for- 
bid thee to ſpeak in their behalf, 

In the extaſy occaſioned by theſe words, I kiffed 
the feet of the miniſter, who having commanded 
me to riſe, continued to diſcourſe Wi h me in a 
familiar manner, I attempted to recal my good 
humour, but I could not make ſuch a ſudden tran- 
{ition from grief to joy, IT was as much confound- 
ed as a wretch who is informed of his pardon, in 
the very minute, when he expected his execution. 
My matter afcribed all this agitation, to the fear 
of naving incurred his diſpleaſure, tho' the dread 
oi perpetual impriſonment had no leſs a ſhare in 
my diſcompoſure. He confeiſed, that he had af- 
tected coolneſs towards me, to ſee whether or not 
J Mould be aillited at the change; that from this 
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he was convinced of my ſincere attachment to his 
perſon, for which he loved me the more, 


CHAP, VII. 
The good uſe to which he put his fifteen hundred ducats; 


the firft affair in which be intermedled, and the profit | 


from thence accruing, 


HE king, as if he had intended to gratify my 
impatience, returned the very next day, to 
Madrid; upon which, I flew inſtantly to the royal 
treaſury, where I immediately touched the ſum 
contained in my order, I now liſtened to nothing 
but my vanity and ambition; I abandoned my 
miſerable room to thoſe ſecretaries who are ſtill 
Ignorant of the language of birds, and once more 
hired my fine apartment, which was luckily un- 
tenanted. I ſent for a famous taylor, who worked 
for almoſt all the beaus; he took my meaſure, and 
carried me to a ſhop where he took off five ells of 
_ Cloth, which (he ſaid) was barely ſufficient to make 
a ſuit for me. Five ells for a ſuit in the Spaniih 
taſte! juſt heaven! - but, let us ſpare our 
cenſure. Taylors of reputation always uſe more 
than others. I then bought ſome linnen which TI 


wanted very much, filk ſtockings, and a beaver 


laced with point d'eſpagne. This being done, I 
thought it would not look well for me to be with- 
out a lacquey, and defired Vincent Forero my 
landlord, to accommodate me with one of his own 
recommendation. Moſt of the ſtrangers who 
lodged with him, uſed, on their arrival at 
Madrid, to take Spaniſh valets into their ſer- 
vice, by which means, his houſe attracted all 
the laqueys out of place. The firſt that pre- 
ſented himſelf, was a young fellow of ſuch a ſoft 
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devout appearance, that I would have nothing to 
do with him ; he locked too much like Ambroſe 
De Lamela. 1 don't want (ſaid I to Forero) 
a valet ofſuch a religious deportment ; I have been 
already bit by ſuch another, Scarce had I diſmiſſ- 
ed this lacquey, when another came in, of a very 
ſprightly appearance, as impudent as a court page, 
with ſomething roguiſh in his looks, Pleaſed with 
his outſide, I put ſome queſtions to him, which 
he anſwered with ſpirit. I obſerved that he was of 
an intriguing diſpoſition, and looking upon him as 
a ſubject pat for my purpoſe, engaged him im- 
mediately, I had no cauſe to repent of my choice, 
Nay, I perceived, in a very little time, that I had 
made an admirable acquifition, As the duke 
Had permitted me to ſpeak to him, in favour of 
people whom I wanted to ſerve, and I was re- 
ſolved not to neglect this permiſſion ; I had occa- 
fion for a jack-call to diſcover the game; that is, 
an induſtrious pleaſant fellow proper to find out, 
and allure thoſe who had favours to aſk of the 
prime miniſter ; This office was quite the maſter- 
piece of Scipio (ſuch was my lacquey's name) who 
had been in the ſervice of Donna Anna de Gue- 
vara, nurſe to the prince of Spain, where he had 
exerciſed that talent to ſome purpoſe. 
As ſoon as he underſtood my credit, and that 
I ſhould be glad. to uſe it to the beſt advantage, 
he ſet to work, and that very day, ſaid to me, 
“ Signior, I have made a pretty good diſcovery, 
a young gentleman of Grenada, called Don Roger 
de Rada, is come to Madrid on an affair of ho- 
nour, which obliges him to ſollicit the duke of 
Lerma's protection, and he is willing to pay well 
for the favour he ſhall obtain; I have already 
ſpoke with him, and found him defirous of ap- 
Q 2 plying 


- 


144 The ADVENTURES of 


plying to Don Rodrigo de Calderona, whoſe power 
he had heard greatly extolled ; but I have changed 
his intention, by aſſuring him that Calderona ſells 
his good offices at an extravagant rate; whereas, 
you content yourſelf with a moderate gratification 
tor yours, and that you would even employ them 
gratis, were you in a ſituation that permitted you 
to follow your generous and diſintereſted inclina- 
tion; in ſhort, J ſpoke to him in ſuch a manner, 
as that you will ſee the gentleman at your levee 
to morrow morning.” How! (ſaid I) Mr. 
Scipio, you have already done a great deal of work. 
J perceive that you are no novice in matters of 
intrigue; and am ſurprized that you have not 
made your fortune.” That ought not to ſur- 
prize you ; (he replied) I love to make money cir- 
culate, and never hoard up what I get. 

Don Roger de Rada actually came to my lodg- 
ings, and I received him with politeneſs mixed 
with pride. Signior Cavalier (ſaid I) before I 
engage to ſerve you, I muſt know the affair of 
honour, that brings you to court; for it may be 
of ſuch a nature, that I dare not ſpeak to the prime 
miniſter in your behalf; make, therefore, if you 
pleaſe, a faithful report of it, and be aſſured that 
| vill enter warmly into your intereſts, provided 
a man of honour may eſpouſe them.“ With 
a my heart (replied the young Grenadine) I will 
incerely recount my ſtory. At the ſame time, he 
related it, as follows, 


TH AP. 
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C HAP. VIII. 
The Biſtory of Don Roger de Rada. 


ON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a Grenadine gentle- 
man, lived happily in the town of Ante- 
quera, with Donna Eſtephania his wife, who toge- 
ther with unblemiſhed virtue, poſſeſſed a gentle 
diſpoſition and a great ſhare of beauty, If ſhe had 
a tender affection for her huſband, he was alſo 
diſtractedly fond of her, and being naturally ad- 
dicted to jealouſy,(though he had not the leaſt cauſe 
to ſuſpe& her fidelity) was not without diſquiet, 
He was afraid that ſome ſecret enemy of his re- 
poſe, made attempts upon his honour ; he diſtruſt- 
ed all his friends, except Don Huberto de Hordales, 
who had free acceſs to his houſe, in quality of 
Eſtephania's couſin, and who, indeed, was the 
only man he ought to have ſuſpected. 

Don Huberto actually fell in love with his kinſ- 
woman, and had preſumption enough to declare 
his paſſion, without regard to ties of blood, or 
the particular friendſhip ſubſiſting between him 
and Anaſtaſio. The lady being a woman of diſcre- 
tion, inſtead of making a diſcovery which might. 
have been attended with melancholy conſequences, 
reprimanded her relation with gentleneſs, repre- 
ſented to him how much he was to blame, in 
attempting to ſeduce her and diſhonour her huſ- 
band ; and told him very ſeriouſly, that he muſt 
not flatter himſelf with the hope of ſucceſs, 

This moderation ſerved only to inflame the 
cavalier the more; and imagining that he muſt 
puſh things to extremity with a. woman of her 
character, he began to behave very diſreſpectfully 
to her, and one day, had the audacity to preſs 


O 3 
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her to ſatisfy his deſire, She repulſed him with 


an air of ſeverity, and threatened to make Don 


Anaſtaſio puniſh his raſhneſs. The gallant ter- 
rified at this menace, promiſed to ſpeak no more 


of his paſſion, and on the faith of that promiſe 


Eſtephania pardoned what was paſt. 


Don Huberto, who was naturally a very wicked 


man, could not behold his love ſo ill repaid, 
without conceiving a baſe deſire of being revenged. 
He knew the jealous temper of Don Anaſtaſio, to 
be ſuſceptible of any impreſſion which he had a 
mind to give; and he needed no more than this 
intelligence to form the blackeſt deſign that ever 
entcred into the heart of a villain, One evening, 
while he and this weak huſband were walking to- 
gether, by themſelves ; he ſaid: to him, with a 
melancholy air, My dear friend, I can no longer 
live without revealing to you a ſecret, which I 
would have kept for ever from your knowledge, 
were not your honour dearcr to you, than your 
repoſe ; but your delicacy and mine in point of 
injuries, permits me not to conceal what paſſes 
at your houſe ; prepare to hear a piece of news, 
which will give you as much ſorrow as ſurprize, 
for I muſt touch you in the tendereſt part.“ 

« I vnderitand you, (ſaid Pon Anaſtaſio, al- 
ready diſcompoſed) your couſin is unfaithful.” 
I no longer own her for my couſin, (replied 
Hordales, with an air of indignation) I renounce 


her: for the is unworthy of ſuch a huſband.” * 


is too much to make me languiſh in this 
manner, {cried Don Anaſtaſio:) ſpeak : what has 
Eſtephania done?“ © She has betrayed you, (an- 
ſovered Huberto) you have a rival, whom ſhe en- 
tertains in private: but I know not his name; for 
the adulterer, by the iayour of a dark night, con- 
cealed 


* 


* 
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cealed his perſon from thoſe who obſerved his re- 
treat, All I know 1s, that you are deceived : that 
Jam certain of. The concern which I ought to 
have in this affair, but too well verifies my report. 
Since I declare myſelf againſt Eſtephania, I muſt 
be well convinced of her infidelity, 

It is in vain, (added he, obſerving that his diſ- 
courſe had the defired effect) it is in vain for me 
to tell you more, I perceive that you don't de- 
ſerve the ingraticude with which your love 1s re- 
paid; and that you meditate juit vengeance on 
the guil y. I wi'l not oppoſe your deſign, Never 
examine who the victim is, whom you intend to 
ſtrike; but thew to the whole city, that there is 
nothing which you cannot ſacritice to your ho- 
nour,” | 

The traitor thus animated a too credulous _ 
band againſt an innocent wife, and painted, i 
fuch lively colours, the inſamy with which he 
would be covered, if he ſhould leave the injury 

unpuniſhed, chat he grew mad with revenge. 
Don Anaſtaſio having loſt his judgment, ſeemed 
actuated by the furies, and went home, with a 
reſolution to ſtab his unhappy wife, who was juſt 
going to bed when he came in, He conſtrained 
| 3 at firſt, and waited until the ſervants were 

ichdrawa : then, unreſtricted by the fear of 
een s wrath, by the diſhonour he was going 
to reflect upon his family, and even by the natural 
pity which he ought to have felt for an infant, 
| | which his wife had already carried fix months in 
her womb, he approached the victim, ſaying, in 

a furious tone, © Thou muſt die, wretch ! thou 
hait but a moment to live; and that my gene- 
rviity allows thee, to ſpend in a prayer to heaven, 
to pardon the outrage thou haft committed againſt 
3 me: 
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me: for I would not have thee loſe thy ſoul, as 
thou haſt loſt thy honour.” So ſaying, he unſheath- 
ed his poinard, His action and diſcourſe terrified 
Eſtephania, who falling at his feet, and claſping 
her hands, ſaid to him, in the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, What is the matter, Signior ! what cauſe 
of diſcontent have I been ſo unhappy as to give 
you ? Why would you take away the life of your 
ſpouſe? If you ſuſpect her of infidelity, indeed 
you are miſtaken.“ 

No, no ! (the jealous huſband haſtily replied) IT 
am but too well atfured of your falſhood : thoſe 
who informed me are creditable perſons, Don. 
Huberto**----* Ah, Signior! (ſaid ſhe, interrupt- 
ing him with precipitation) you have reaſon to 
diſtruſt Don Huberto, He is leſs your friend than 
you imagine: if he has ſaid any thing to the 
prejudice of my virtue, do not believe him.“ 
Peace, infamous woman! (anſwered Don Ana- 
ſtafio) by endeavouring to prejudice me againſt 
Hordales, you juſtify, inſtead of diſſipating, my 
ſuſpicions, You endeavour to render that relation 
ſuſpected, becauſe he is informed of your miſ- 
conduct: you want to invalidate his teſtimony z 
but that artifice is in vain, and redoubles my de- 
fire of puniſhing your guilt,” © My dear huſ- 
band! (reſumed the innocent Eſtephania, weeping 
bitterly) dread your own blind rage: if you fol- 
low its emotions, you will commit an action, 
Which it will not be in your power to attone, 
when once you are convinced of your injuſtice. 
In the name of God, quiet your tranſports : at 
leaſt, give yourſelf time to clear up your ſuſpi- 
cions, and do juſtice to a wife, who has no crime 
to reproach herſelf with.“ 


Any 
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Any other than Anaſtaſio would have been 
moved with theſe words, and ſtill more with the 
aſfliction of her who pronounced them; but he, 
cruel man! far from being meited at her diitreſs, 
once more bid the lady recommend herſelf quickly, 
to God, and even hiited up his arm to ſtrike, 
6 Hold, barbarian | (cried the) if thy love for 
me is entirely extinguiihed ; if the marks of ten- 
derneſs, which 1 have laviſted upon tice, are ef- 
faced from thy remembrance; if my tears cannot 
divert thee from thy execrable deſign ; at leaſt, 
have ſome regard to thy own blood, Arm not 
thy frantic hand againſt an innocent, who has 
not yet ſeen the light: thou canſt not be its 
executioner, without offending heaven and earth. 
As for my part, I forgive thee for my death: but 
be aſſured, the blood of the babe will cry for ven- 
geance upon ſuch a horrible deed.” 

_ Howtſoever determined Don Anaſtaſio was, to 
pay no attention to what Eſtephania might ſay, 
he could not help being moved by theſe dreadful 
images, which her laſt words preſented to his 
thought. Wherefore, as if he had been afraid 
that his emotion would betray his reſentment, he 
haitened to take advantage of the fury that re- 
mained in his heart, and plunged his poinard into 
the right ſide of his wife, who falling inſtantly, 
he believed her dead, quitted his houſe immedi- 
ately, and diſappeared from Antequera, | 

Mean while, the unfortunate lady was ſo ſtunned 
with the blow which ſhe had received, that ſhe 
lay ſome minutes on the floor, without any ſigns 
of life : afterwards, recovering her ſpirits, ſhe 
uttered ſuch plaints and lamentations, as brought 
an oid maid- ſervant into the room. As ſoon as 
rhis os woman ſaw her miſtreſs in ſuch a pi- 

teous 
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teous condition, ſhe waked the reſt of the do- 
meſtics, and even the neighbours with her cries, 
The chamber was ſoon filled with people; ſur- 
geons were called; they examined the wound, 
and had good hopes of her recovery. They were 
not miſtaken in their conje&ure ; for, in a little 
time, they cured Eſtephania, who was happily 
delivered, three months after this cruel adventure, 
of a ſon, Signior Gil Blas, whom you now fee. 
I am the fruit of that melancholy pregnancy. 
Although ſcancal ſeldom ſpares a woman's vir- 
tue, it reſpected that of my mother; and this 
bloody ſcene was looked upon in town, as the 
groundleſs tranſport of a jealous huſband, My 
father, *tis true, was known to be a violent man, 
very apt to take umbrage without cauſe. Hor- 


dales concluded, that his kinſwoman ſuſpected 


him of having diſturbed the mind of Don Ana- 
ſtaſia with falſe ſtories; and ſatisfied with being, 
at leaſt, half revenged, left off viſiting her. Not 
to tire you, Sir, I will not enlarge upon the par- 
ticulars of my education; but only obſerve, that 
my mother's principal care was to have me taught 
bo fence; and I accordingly learned that exerciſe, 
a long time, in the moſt celebrated ſchools of 
Grenada and Seville, She waited, with impa» 
tience, until I was old enough to meaſure my 
ſword with that of Don Huberto, before ſhe in- 
formed me of the cauſe ſhe had to complain of 
him : then, I being in my eighteenth year, ſhe 
imparted to me the whole ſtory; not without 
ſhedding tears in abundance, and appearing af- 
fected with the moſt violent ſorrow. What im- 


preſſion muſt a mother, in that condition, make 


on a ſon, who neither wanted courage nor ſen- 
timent? I went inſtantly, and challenged Hor- 
dales 
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dales to a private place, where, after a pretty 
obſtinate combat, I run him through the body, 
in three places, and left him breathleſs on the 
ſpot, 

Don Huberto finding himſelf mortally wounded, 
fixed his laſt looks upon me, and ſaid he received 
the death J had given him, as a juſt puniſhment . 
for the crime he had committed againſt the ho- 
nour of my mother, He confeſſed that he had 


. reſolved upon her deſtruction, to be revenged of 


her ſcorn; and expired, aſking pardon of heaven, 
Don Anaſtaſio, Eſtephania, and me. I did not 
think proper to return, in order to inform my 
mother of what had happened; I left that to fame; 


and paſſing the mountains, repaired to Malaga, 


where I embar-ed with the captain of a privateer, 
Juſt ready to ſail on a cruize. He thought I did 
not look like one who wanted courage, and gladly 
conſented that I ſhould join his volunteers. 

We ſoon found an opportunity of ſignalizing 
ourſelves, Near the iſland of Albouran, we met 
a corſair of Mellila, in her return to the coaſt of 
Africa, with a Spaniſh ſhip richly loaden, which 
ſhe had taken off Cartagena, We vigorouſly at- 
tacked the African, and made ourſelves maſters of 
both ſhips, in which we found fourſcore Chriſtians, 
whom they were carrying as ſlaves to Barbary, 
Then, taking advantage of a favourable wind that, 
ſprung up for the coaſt of Grenada, we arrived, in 
a little time, at Punta de Helena. 

While we aſked the ſlaves, whom we had de- 
livered, the places of their nativity, I put that 
queſtion to a man of a good mien, who ſeemed to 


be about fifty years of age. He anſwered, with a 


ſigh, that he was from Antequera. I felt a ſtrange 


emotion at his reply, without knowing wherefore ; 
and 
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and he perceiving it, was remarkably diſturbed in 
his turn. I am (faid 1) your townſman : may 
I aſk the name of your family ??* © Alas! (he 
replicd) you renew my grief, by defiring me to 
gratify your curiolity, Eighteen years ago I quitted 
Antequera, where 1 cannot be remembered with- 
out horror: you yourielf may, perhaps, have 
heard of me but too often : my name is Don 
Anaſtaſio de Rada.” * Tuſt heaven! (cried I) 
can I believe my ſenſes ? What! is this Don Ana- 
ſtaſio, my own father, whom I ſee!” © What 
is that you fay, young man? (cried he, in his turn, 
looking at me with furprize) is it poſſible that you 
are that unhappy infant, which was in its mother's 
womb, when I ſacrificed her to my fury?“ © Yes, 
my father, (faid I) Jam he, whom the virtuous 
Eſtephania brought into the world, three months 
after that fatal night, on which you left her wel- 
tering in her blood.“ 

Don Anaſtaſio, before I had finiſhed theſe words, 
fell upon my neck, claſped me in his arms, and, 
for a whole quarter of an hour, we did nothing 
but mingle our ſighs and tears. After having 
yielded to thoſe tender emotions, that ſuch a meet- 
ing could not fail to raiſe, my father lifted up his 
Eyes, and thanked heaven for having preſerved the 
Lfe of Eſtephania. But, a moment after, as if he 
had been afraid of giving thanks unſeaſonably, he 
aſked in what manner the innocence of his wife 
had been proved. © Signior, (ſaid I) no body 
but you ever doubted it: her conduct was always 
irreproachable, I muſt diſabuſe you: you muſt 
Know, that you was impoſed upon by Don Hu- 
berto.*”* I then recounted the whole of that re- 
lation's perfidy, the vengeance I had taken, and 
the conteſſion he made at his death, My father 

| was 
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was not ſo much pleaſed with the recovery of his 
f eedom, as with the news I told. In the exceſs 
of his joy, he began to embrace me again with 
tenderneſs and tranſport; and could not help ex- 
prefling his ſatisfaction with regard to my con- 
duct. “ Come, my ſon, (ſaid he) let us haſten 
to Antequera, I burn with impatience, to throw 
myſelf at the feet of a wife, whom 1 have ſo un- 
worthily treated. Since you have made me ac- 
quainted with my own injuſtice, my heart is torn 
with remorſe !”? 

I was too eager to bring together perſons who 
were ſo dear to me, to retard the happy moment: 
J quitted the privateer, and with my ſhare of the 
prize we had taken, bought two mules at Adra, 
my father being unwilling to expoſe himſelf again 
to the dangers of the ſea, He had leiſure enough 
on the road, to relate his adventures, which 1 
heard with as greedy attention as that which the 
prince of Ithaca paid to thoſe of the king his fa- 
ther. In ſhort, after having travelled ſeveral days, 
we gained the foot of a mountain, in the neigh= 
bourhood of Antequera, where we halted ; and 
reſolving to go home privately, did not enter the 
town till midnight. 

J leave you to gueſs the ſurprize of my mother, 
at the return of a huſhand, whom ſhe thought 
for ever loſt; and the miraculous manner (if I may 
be allowed the exprefſion) in which he was re- 
ſtored, became another cauſe for her aſtoniſhment. 
He aſked pardon for his barbarity, with ſuch ge- 
nuine marks of repentance, that ſhe could not 
help being affected with them; and, inſtead of re- 
garding him as an aſſaſſin, looked upon him as a 
man to whom heaven had ſubjected her will; ſo 
Vo. III. P ſacred 
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facred is the name of huſband to a virtuous woe 
man 

Eſtephania had been ſo anxious on my account, 
that ſhe was overjoyed at my return. But her 

leaſure was not without allay : the ſiſter of Hor- 
dales had begun a criminal proceſs againſt the 
_ murderer of her brother, and cauſed me to be 
ſearched for every where, in ſuch a manner, that 
my mother knowing how inſecure I was at home, 
ſuffered great uneaſineſs, which obliged me to ſet 
out that very night for court, where I come, Sig- 
nior, to ſollicit my pardon, which I hope to ob- 
tain, ſince you deſign to ſpeak to the prime-mi- 
niſter in my behalf, and to ſupport me with your 
whole credit.“ 

The valiant ſon of Don Anaſtaſio here finiſhed 
his narration ; upon which I ſaid to him, with an 
air of importance: © Enough, Signior Don Roger, 
the caſe ſeems pardonable: I undertake to com- 
municate your affair to his excellency, and I will 
venture to promiſe you his protection.“ The 
Grenadine, upon this aſſurance, launched out into 
a world ot thanks, which would only have en- 
tered at one car and gone out at the other, had 
he not afſured me, that whatever ſervice I ſhould 
do him, would bc cloſe followed by his acknow- 
ledgment. As ſoon as he touched on that ſtring, 
IJ put myſelf in motion, and that very day re- 
counted his ſtory to the duke, who having per- 
mitted me to introduce the cavalier, ſaid to him, 
ö Don Roger, I am informed of the affair that 
brought you to court ; Santillane has told me every 
circumſtance ; make yourſelf eaſy ; you have done 
nothing that is not excuſable ; and it is particularly 
to thoſe gentlemen, who revenge their injured 
konour, that his Majeſty loves to fhew favour, 

For 
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For the ſake of form, you muſt go to priſon ; but 
be aſſured, you ſhall not continue in it long. 
Your friend Santillane will take care of the reſt, 
and ſoon procure your enlargement. | 
Don Roger made a profound bow to the mi- 
niſter, on whoſe word he ſurrendered himſelf, 
His pardon, by my care, was expedited in a very 
little time ; for, in leſs than ten days, I ſent this 
new Telemachus home to his Ulyſſes and Pene- 
| lope; whereas, had he been without a protector, 
he would not, perhaps, have been quit for a 
whole year's impriſonment. I touched no more 
than an hundred piſtoles for my good offices: ſo 
that it was not 2 great catch, But I was not yet 
a Calderona, to deſpiſe ſmall matters, 


CHAP. IX; 


Gil Blas finds means to make a confiaerable fortune in a very 
ſhort time, and gives himſclf great airs accordingly, 


HIS affair quickened my appetite ; and ten 
piſtoles which J gave to Scipio, for his right 

of brokerage, encouraged him to go upon the ſcent 
again, I have already extoled his talents in this way: 
he might have been juſtly entitled the great Scipio. 
The ſecond cuſtomer he brought, was a printer, 
who, in deſpite of common ſenſe, had enriched 
himſelf by books of knight-errantry. This honeſt 
tradeſman had pirated a work belonging to another 
printer, and his edition was ſeized. For three 
hundred ducats, he obtained, through my means, 
a replevy, and eſcaped a large fine. Though the 
miniſter, properly ſpeaking, had no buſineſs with 
this affair, his excellency, at my requeſt, was ſo 
good as to interpoſe his authority. After the prin- 
ter, a merchant paſſed through my hands, on the 


P 2 fol- 
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following occaſion, A Portugueze ſhip had been 


taken by a corſair of Barbary, and afterwards re- 
taken by a privateer of Cadiz. Two thirds of the 
loading, belonged to a merchant of Liſbon, who 
Having reclaimed it in vain, came to court, in 
queſt of a patron, who had credit enough to cauſe 
reſtitution to be made. I intereſted myſelf in his 


behalf, and he got potlcfion of his effects, in con- 


ſideration of a preſent which he made me, of four 
hundred piſtoles, ior my protection. 

Methinks I hear the reader cry in this place, 
Courage, Monſicur de Santillane, put hay into 
your boots ; you are in a fine read, puſh your 
fortune O! that I will, I warrant you----l1 ſee, 
if I am not miſtaken, my valet coming with a 
new prize, which he has grappled----Right: it is 
Scipio---let us hear him, © Signior, (ſaid he) al- 
Jow me to introduce this famous operator to you, 
He wants a patent to fell his medicines, excluſive 
of all others, curing the ſpace of ten years, in all 
the cities under the dominion of Spain ; that is, 
all perſons of his proſeſion ſhall be prohibited 
from ſettling in the place or places where he re- 
ſides; and he will pay, as an acknowledgment, 


two hundred piſtoles to any perſon who will pro- 


cure for him the ſaid privilege.” I ſaid to the 
mountebank, aſſuming the patron, © Well, friend, 
your buſineſs ſhall be done,” Sure enough, in a 
very few days, I diſpatched him with patents, 
which entitled him to cheat the people excluſively, 
through all the kingdoms of Spain, 

Though my wealth increaſed, I had obtained of 
His excellency the four favours 1 had aſked, ſo 
eaſily, that I never heſitated in requeſting a fifth; 
which was the government of the city of Vera, 
on the confines of Grenada, for a knight of Cala- 

| trava, 
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trava, who promiſed me a thouſand piſtoles for 
the place, The miniſter laughed to ſee me ſo hot 
on the game: © Egad, Gil Blas, (ſaid he) you go 


on at a rare rate: you muſt be furiouſly inclined 


to oblige your neighbour. Hark'ye, I ſhall not 
ſtand upon trifles with you: but when you de- 
mand governments, and other conſiderable favours, 
you ſhall, if you pleaſe, be contented with one 
half of the profit, and be accountable for the other 
to me, You can't imagine (added he) what ex- 
pence I am obliged to be at, nor how many re- 

ſources I muſt have to ſupport the dignity of my 


poſt : for, notwithſtanding the diſintereſted ap- 


pearance I aſſume, I conteſs I am not imprudent 
enough to diſorder my domeſtic affairs. Take 
your meaſures accordingly.” 
My maſter, by this diſcourſe, baniſhing all fear 
of being importunate, or rather encouraging mo 
to return frequently to the charge, I became more 
greedy of riches than ever; and would have will- 
ingly advertiſed, that all thoſe who wanted fa- 
vours at court, ſhould apply to me. I went upon 
one courſe, Scipio upon another, in queſt of people 
whom we might ſerve for money. My knight of 
Calatrava had his government of Vera, for his 
thouſand piſtoles; and I ſoon obtained another at 


the ſame price, for a knight of St. Iago, I was 


not contented with making governors only, I con- 
ferred orders of knighthood, and converted ſome 
good plebeians into bad gentlemen, by virtue of ex- 
cellent letters patent, I was alſo willing that the 
clergy ſhould feel my benevolence: I beſtowed 


ſmall benefices, canonſhips, and ſome eccleſiaſtical 


dignities, As for the biſhoprics and archbiſhop- 
rics, they were all in the gift of Don Rodrigo de 


Calderona, who likewiſe appointed magiſtrates, 
= & com- 
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commanders, and viceroys. A plain proof that 
the great places were no better filled than the 
ſmall ones; fer the people we choſe to occupy 
the poſts, of which we made ſuch an honourable 
traffic, were not always the beſt qualified, or moſt 
regular, We knew very well, that the wits of 
Madrid made themſelves merry at our expence 
but we reſembled thoſe miſers, who conſole them- 
ſelves for the public ſcorn, with a ſight of their 
gold. | 

Iſocrates has reaſon to call intemperance arg 
folly the inſeparable companions of wealth. When 
I found myſelf maſter of thirty thouſand ducats, 
and in a condition to get, perhaps, ten times as 
much, I thought I muſt then make a figure worthy 
of the prime-miniſter's confident. I hired a whole 
Houſe, which I furnithed in a handſome manner ; 
bought the coach of a notary, who had ſet it up 
through oſtentation, and now wanted to get rid of 
It, by the advice of his baker, 1 engaged a coach- 
man; and as it is but juſt to advance old ſervants, 
Taiſed Scipio to the triple honour of my valet de 
chambre, fecretary and Reward, But what put 
the finiſhing ſtroke to my pride, was the miniſter's 
allowing my pcople to wear his livery, This ba- 
niſhed all the judgment that remained; and I be- 
came as mad as the diſciples of Porcius Latro, 
who, when they had made themſelves as pale as 
their maſter, by drinking decoctions of cumin, 
imagined themſelves as learned ; and well nigh be- 
Heved myſelf the Duke of Lerma's relation. I 
really took it in my head, that J ſhould paſs for 
fuch, or, perhaps, tor one of his baſtards ; a re- 
NeQion that gave me infinite pleaſure, 

Add to this, that, in imitation of his excellency, 
who kept open table, I reſolved to entertain alſo. 

: For 
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For this purpoſe, J ordered Scipio to look out for 
a ſkilful cook ; and he found one, who was, per- 
haps, compa able to that of Nomentanus, of dainty 


memory. I furniſhed my cellar with delicious 
wines, and after having laid in all other kinds of 


proviſion, began to receive company, Every e- 
vering, ſome of the principal clerks of the mini- 
ſter's office, who proudly aſſume the quality of 
ſecretaries of Nate, came to ſup with me. I gave 
them good cheer, and always ſent them home well 
watered, Scipio, on his fide, (for it was like 
matter, like man) kept table alſo, in the buttery, 
where he regaled his acquaintances at my expence, 
But, exclutive of my regard for that young fellow, 
T thought, as he contributed to my getting money, 
he had a right to «tit me in ſpending it. Beſides, 
I looked upon this profuſion like a young man, 
and did not perceive the conſequence. I had an- 
other reaſon alſo, for overlooking it. Benefices 
and employments never ceaſed bringing griſt to 
the mill; and ſeeing my finances daily increaſe, 
I thought I had, for once, drove a nail into the 
wheel oi fortune, | 
There was nothing now wanting to gratify my 
vanity, but to make Fabricius an eye-witneſs of 
my pomp. I did not doubt that he was returned 
from Andaloutta; and, that I might have the plea- 
ſure of furprizing him, I fent him an anonymous 
billet, importing, that a Sicihan nobleman, of his 
acquaintance, expected him to ſupper, at ſuch a 
day, hour and place, Nurnez came at the time 


appointed, and was amazed to find that I was the 


foreigy nobleman, who had invited him to ſupper, 
* Yes, friend, (faid I to him) this is my houſe ; 
I have a handſome equipage, a good table, and a 
itrong box beſides. * Is it poſſible (cried he, 

; with 
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with great vivacity) that I find thee again in ſuch 
opulence! how happy am I in having recom- 
mended thee to Count Galiano! I told thee thar 
he was a generous nobleman, who would ſoon 
make thee eaſy for life. Thou haſt, doubtleſs, 
(added he) followed the wiſe advice I gave thee, 
and given the butler a little more rein, I con- 
gratulate thce upon thy conduct; for it is by ſuch 
prudent meaſures only, that the ſtewards in great 
families become ſo rich.“ 

I let Fabricius applaud himſelf as much as he 
pleaſed, for having introduced me to the ſervice of 
Count Galiano : after which, in order to moderate 
the joy which he felt for having procured me ſuch 
a good poſt, I related the marks of gratitude with 
which that nobleman had repaid my ſervice : but 
perceiving that my poet, while I made the detail, 
jung his recantation within himſelf; I ſaid to him, 
«< I forgive the Sicilian---between you and me, I 
have more cauſe to rejoice than be ſorry, at his 


behaviour towards me. If the count had not 


uſed me ill, I ſhould have followed him to Sicily, 
where I ſhould now be a ſervant, in expectation 
of an uncertain eſtabliſhment, In a word, I ſhould 
not be confident to the Duke of Lerma,” Nun- 
nez was ſo ſtruck with theſe laſt words, that 
he continued, ſome minutes, incapable of utter- 
ing one ſyllable. Then breaking filence, all of a 
ſudden; © Did I underſtand you aright ? (ſaid he) 
what! have you the confidence of the prime-mi- 
niſter ?** © I ſhare it (I replied) with Don Rod- 
rigo de Calderona, and, in all appearance, I ſhall 
make great progreſs.” * Truly, Signior de San- 
tillane, (ſa.4 he) I look upon you with admira- 
tion! you are capable of filling all ſorts of em- 
ployments. What talents you are maſter of ! you 

have 
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have (to uſe the expreſſion of our tennis-court) 


the univerſal tool: that is to ſay, you are quali- 
fied for every thing. Finally, Signier, (added he) 


Jam overjoyed at your worſhip's proſperity.” 
* Oh the devil! (ſaid 1, interrupting him) Mr. 
Nunnez, truce with Signior and Your worthip : 
let us banith theſe terms, and live familiarly to- 
gether,” © Thou art in the right, (he replied) I 
ought not to look upon thee otherwiſe than uſual, 
althougli thou art become rich. I will confeſs my 
weakneſs: 1 was dazzled when I underſtood thy 
happy fate, But that prejudice is over, and I 
now behold thee again as my old friend Gil 
Blas.” | 

Our converſation was interrupted by the arrival 
of four or five clerks. © Gentlemen, (ſaid I to 
them, preſenting Nunnez) you ſhall ſup with Sig- 
nior Don Fabricio, who compoſes verſes worthy 
of king * Numa, and writes in proſe, like a pro- 
digy.”” Unluckily, I ſpoke to people who re- 
garded poetry fo little, that our author ſuffered 
on account of his profeſſion, Scarce would they 
deign to favour him with a look, It was to no 
purpoſe that he ſaid witty things, in order to at- 
tract their attention; they did not perceive the 
beauty of his ſallies: and he was ſo much piqued 
at their want of taſte, that he made uſe of his 
poetical licence, and cunningly withdrawing from 
the company, diſappeared, Our clerks did not 
perceive his retreat, and ſat down to table, 
without ſo much as aſking what was become of 
him, 


* The obſcure verſes ſung by the Salien prieſts, in 


their proceſſions, were compoſed by Numa. 


Juſt 
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Juſt as I had done dreſſing, next morning, and 
was going abroad, the poet of the Aſturies entered 
my chamber, ſaying, © I aſk pardon (my friend) 
for having ſo abruptly left thy clerks, laſt night; 
but truly, I was ſo much out of my element, 
among them, that I could no longer endure my 
ſituation. A parcel of inſolent fellows with their 
ſelf-ſufficient, ſtarched airs! I can't comprehend 
how thou, who haſt an acuteneſs of underſtanding, 
can'it accommodate thy ſelf with ſuch ſtupid gueits ; 
this very day (added he) I will bring hither, fel- 
lows of wit and ſpirit.” *© I ſhall be obliged to 
thee (anſwered I) and will entirely depend upon 
thy taſte in the choice of them.” Thou art in 
the right (ſaid he) I promiſe thee ſuperior geniuſes, 
of the moſt entertaining characters. I will go this 
inſtant to a coffee-houſe where they meet, and be- 
ſpeak them before they engage themſelves elſe- 
where ; for, happy is the man who can have 
their company at dinner or ſupper, ſo much are 
they admired for their agreeable humour, 5 

So ſaying, he left me, and at ſupper-time, re- 
turned with ſix authors only, whom he introduced 
to me, one after another, characterizing each as 
he preſented him. To hear him, one would have 
thought that theſe wits ſurpaſſed thoſe of antient 
Greece and Italy; and their works (as he ſaid) de- 
ſerved to be engraven in letters of gold. I re- 
ceived theſe gentlemen very politely, and even af- 
fected to load them with civility ; for the nation 
of authors, is a little vain-glorious, Though I had 
not laid my injunctions on Scipio to take care that 
our table ſhould be ſumptuouſly furniſhed, as 
he knew what ſort of people I was to treat 
that day, De had reinforced our ſervices of his own 
accord, In ſhort, we went to ſupper in high glee 

my 
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my poets began to talk of themſelves, and were 
not ſilent in their own praife. One with a lofty 
air, mentioned grandees and ladies of quality wha 
were delighted with his muſe ; another, finding 
fault with the choice which a learned academy had 
made of two members, modeſtly obſerved that 
they ought to have choſen him. The diſcourſe of 
the reſt was not a whit leſs arrogant, In the mid- 
dle of ſupper, they worried me with verſe and 
proſe ; each in his turn, repeating a ſpecimen of 
his own writings ; one regaled me with a ſonnet; 
another rehearſed a ſcene of a tragedy ; a third, 
read a criticiſm upon a comedy ; and a fourth, en- 
deavouring in his turn to give us an ode of Ana- 
creon, tranſlated into wretched Spaniſh verſe, was 
interrupted by one of his brethren, who told him 
that he had uſed an improper term. The author of 
the tranſlation denied his aſſertion; and a diſpute 
aroſe, in which all the wits eſpouſed one ſide or 
other; the votes were equal, the diſputants grew . 
hot, and proceeded to invectives: The debate ſtill. 
continued, notwithſtanding ; until becoming quite 
furious, they got up and went by the ears together, 
Fabricio, Scipio, my coachman, lacqueys and my- 
ſelf had all ſufficient work in parting them; which 
when we had accompliſhed, they went away, as if 
from a public houſe, without making the leaſt. 
apology for their impolite behaviour. 

Nunnez, upon whoſe promiſe I had formed an 
agreable idea of this entertainment, remained very 
much out of countenance at this adventure. 
* Well, friend, (ſaid I to him) will you ſtill ex- 
tol your fellow gueſts? Upon my conſcience, you 
have brought hither a villainous ſet. I will hence- 
forth keep to my clerks ; don't talk to me of au- 

thors, 
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thors. I will bring no more ſuch (anſwered he) 
thou haſt ſeen the beſt of the whole tribe, 


..C H AP. ©. 

The morals of Gil Blas are intirely corrupted at court. 
He is charged with a commiſſion by the Count de 
Lemos, and engages in an intrigue quith that noble- 
man, 


S ſoon as I was known to be in favour with 
the Duke of Lerma, I had a court of ray 
own. Every morning, my antichamber was full 
of people, and I gave audience at my levee, TWO 


kinds of company came thither; one, to buy my 


intereſt with the miniſter for ' favours 3 and the 
other to move me by ſupplications, to obtain for 
them what they wanted, gratis. 'The firſt were 
ſure of being heard and aſſiſted; but with regard 
to the laſt, I got rid of them immediately by 
evaſive excuſes, or amuſed them ſo long, that 
their patience forſook them, Before I belonged to 
court, I was naturally compaſſionate and chari- 
table ; but I no longer felt that human weakneſs, 
and I became as hard as flint. Of conſequence, I 
cured myſelf of my friendſhips alſo, and ſtript my- 
ſelf of all ſocial affection, as will appear by my 
behaviour to Joſeph Navarro, in an affair I am 
going to relate, 

This Navarro, to whom I owed ſo many ob- 
ligations, and who, in one word, was the ' firſt. 
cauſe of my fortune, came one day to my houſe ; 
and after having expreſſed a great deal of friend- 
ſhip for me, as he always did when we met, de- 
fired me to aſk of the Duke of Lerma, a ain 
employment for one of his friends; telling me, 
that the cavalier in whoſe behalf he ſollicited, Was 

a very 
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a very amiable young gentleman of great merit, 
but that he wanted a poſt for his ſubſiſtance: 
don't at all doubt (added Joſeph) that kind 
and obliging as you are, you will be overjoyed 
at an opportunity of ſerving a man of honour in 
diſtreſs; and I am ſure that you will think your- 
ſelf beholden to me, for giving you this occaſion 
of exerting your generoſity.” This was plainly 
telling me, that he expected it for nothing; and 
though I did not much reliſh the propoſal, I ap- 
peared very much diſpoſed to do what he deſired. 
« I am charmed (anſwered I to Navarro) that I 
have it in my power to ſhew my lively gratitude 
for all the favours which I have received at your 
hands. Your intereſting yourſelf for any one, is 
a ſufficient inducement for me to ſerve him; your 
friend ſhall have that place you have pitched up- 
on for him, depend upon it; the affair is now no 
longer yours but mine.“ 

On this aſſurance, Joſeph went away very 
well ſatisfied. Nevertheleſs, the perſon whom he 
recommended, did not obtain the poſt in queſtion, 
I procured it for another man, in conſideration of a 
thouſand ducats which I put into my ſtrong box, and 
which J preferred to any acknowledgment I might 
have expected from the clerk of the kitchen, to 
whom I faid (with an air of mortification) when 
next we met; Ah! my dear Navarro, you was 
too late in ſpeaking to me; I was prevented by 
Calderona, who has given away that ſame poſt ; 
and I am quite in deſpair, that I have not better 
news to entertain you with.“ 

Joſeph implicitely believed what I ſaid, and 
we parted more friends than ever; but I believe he 
Toon diſcoyered the truth, for he never after came 
to my houſe ; and I was charmed at his abſence. 

Vol. III. Q_ Far 
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For beſides my being burthened by the ſervices 


he had done me, I thought it did not look weil 
for eople of my rank at court, to keep company 


with butlers, | 
I have not mentioned the Count de Lemos, a 


good while, Let us now return to that nobleman, 


whom I ſometimes viſited, I had carried him 
the thouſand piſtoles, as I formerly obſerved, and 
afterwards gave him a thouſand more, by order 
of the duke his uncle, out of the money I had be- 
longing to his excellency. The Count de Lemos, 
had a long converſation with me, that day : He 
told me that he had at laſt gained his end, and 
intirely poſſeſſed the good graces of the prince of 
Spain, whole ſole confident he was : He then gave 
me charge of a very honourable commiſſion which 


he had already prepared for me, © Friend San- 


tillane, (ſaid he) now is. the time to be doing; 
ſpare nothing to diſcover ſome young beauty, who 
ſhall be worthy to amuſe that gallant prince. You 
don't want wit, and I need ſay no more ; go, 
run, ſearch, and when you have made a lucky 
diſcovery, come and impart it to me, I promiſed 
to neglect nothing, in acquitting myſelf handſomly 
of this employment, which muſt not be very difficult 
to exerciſe, ſince ſo many people live by the ſame 
profeſſion. 

I had not been much uſed to theſe kinds of in- 
quiry ; but not doubting that Scipio was an adept 
in the art, I called for him when I came home, and 
ſaid to him in private, Child, I am going to in- 
truſt thee with a great ſecret, Do'ſt thou know, that 
in the midſt of fortune's favours I find I want ſome- 
thing? I can eaſily gueſs what that is, (ſaid 
he, interrupting me before I could proceed) you 
Want an agreeable nymph to unbend and exhilerare 
your 
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| your ſpirits ; and truly it is aſtoniſhing, that you 
ſhould be without one in the prime of your age, 
when grave grey-beards cannot diſpenſe with ſuch 
recreation.” ---- © J admire thy penciration ; (an- 
ſwered J with a ſmile) yes, a miitreſs I want, 
and deſire to have one of thy recommending. But 
I muſt warn thee before-hand, that I am very de- 
licate in theſe matters. I expect a lady of beauty 
and good morals,” *© What you require (re- 
plied Scipio) is not eaſily ſound ; but, however, 
we live, thank God, in a city that affords ſome of 
all ſorts, and I hope I ſhall ivon be able to fit you 
to a hair,” | 
Sure enough, in three days he ſaid, © 1 have 
diſcovered a treaſure ; a young lady, whoſe name 1s 
Catalina, of a good family, and raviſhing beauty; 
_ ſhe lives under the tuitior of her aunt, in a little 
houſe, where they ſubſiſt in an hondurable manner, 
on their fortune, which is but ſmall; they are 
ſerved by a chamber-maid of my acquaintance, who 
has aſſured me, that tho' their door is ſhut te every 
body at preſent, it would be opened to a rich and 
liberal gallant, provided he were willing to avoid 
ſcandal, by going in at night, without any ſhew. 
| + Whereupon I deſcribed you as a cavalier, who de- 
y ferved to find the door unlatched; and deſired the 
maid to propoſe you to the ladies. She has promi- 
ſed to do fo, and inform me of their anſwer to- 
morrow morning, at a certain place.” “ That's 
well (I replied) but I am afraid the chamber-maid 
impoſes upon thee,” * No, no, (ſaid he) I am 
not ſo eaſily perſwaded ; I have already interro- 
gated the neighbours, and conclude from what they 
ſay, that Signiora Catalina is a Danae, on whom 
you may deſcend, like another Jupiter, in a ſhower 
of gold,” Prejudiced as I was againit intrigues of 
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this kind, I engaged in it for once; and as the 
chamber-maid came next day, and told Scipio, that 
if I pleaſed, I might be introduced that very even- 
ing to her miſtreſs, I ſtole thither between eleven 
and twelve, The maid receiving me in the dark, 

took me by the hand, and led me into a pretty 
handſome hall, where I found the ladies richly 


dreſſed, and ſeated on ſattin couches, As ſoon as 


they perceived me, they got up, and ſaluted me in 
ſuch a noble manner, that I took them for perſons 


of quality. The aunt (whoſe name was Signiora 
Mencia) tho” ſtill agreeable, did not attract my at- 


tention, which was entirely engroſſed by the niece, 
who ſeemed a goddeſs. To examine her minute- 
iy, however, fhe could not be called a perfect 
beauty ; but ſhe had ſuch graces, together with a 
tempting luſcious air, as hindered the eye to per- 


ceive her defects. 


Accordingly, I was diſturbed at fight of her. 


I forgot that I came thither to perform the office 


of procurer; ſpoke in my own favour, and expreſ-- 
ſed myſelf like a man inſpired by the moft violent 
paſſion. The young lady, in whom I found three 
times more wit than ſhe really had, fo courteous 
did ſhe ſeem, quite enchanted me by her anſwe s ; 
and I began to loſe the government of myſelf, when 
her aunt, in order to moderate my tranſports, ad- 
dreſſed me in this manner: ** Signior de Santillane, 
I muſt be free with you; On account of the cha- 
racter which I heard of your worſhip, I have per- 


mitted you to viſit me, without inhancing the price 


of the favour, by ſtanding on ceremony; but 
don't imagine yourſelf the nearer your point for 
that reaſon, I have hitherto brought up my niece 
in retirement, and you are (as I'may ſay) the firſt 
cavalier to whoſe eyes ſhe has been expoſed, If you 

deem, 
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deem her worthy to be your wife, I ſhall be over - 
joyed at her good fortune. Conſider therefore, 
if ſhe will ſuit you at that price; for you cannot 
have her at a cheaper rate. 

This well-aimed ſhot frighted away Cupid, wh 
was juſt going to let fly an arrow at me, To ſpeak 
without metaphor, a marriage ſo bluntly propofed, 
made me recollect myſelf. I became again all of a 
ſudden the faithſul agent of the count de Lemos, 
and changing my tone, replied to Signiora Men- 
cia, Madam, I am pleaſed with your frankneſs, 
which I intend to imitate. Whatever figure I 
make at court, I am not worthy of the incom- 
parable Catalina, but have in view fer her a much 
more ſplendid fate; in ſhort, I deſign her for the 
prince of Spain.” © Your refuſal of my niece, 


| (replied the aunt coldly) was diſobliging enough; 


there was no occaſion to accompany it with a piece 
of raillery.' I don't rally indeed, madam, 
(cried I) nothing is more ſericus : I have orders to 
und out a lady who deſerves to be honoured with 
the private vitits of the prince of Spain; I find 
ſuch-a one in your houſe, and mark it for the 


ſcene accordingly. 


Signiora Mencia was aſtoniſhed at theſe words, 
which 1 perceived did not much diſpleaſe her: 
tivverthelets, believing that ſhe ought co affect re- 
ſerve, ſne anſwered in this manner; If } was ciſpof- 
ed to creat literally what you ſay, you muſt know 
that I am not of ſuch a character, as to rejoice in the 
infamous honour of ſeeing my niece miſtreſs to a 
prince, My virtue diſapproves---- What a ſaint 
you are with your virtue! (ſaid I, interrupting her) 
you talk like one bred among filly citizens. Sure 
you joke, in pretending to coniider things in a 

iQ. 3 W moral 
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moral point of view ? that would be ſtripping them. 
of all their beauty ; they muſt be ſurveyed with- a 
carnal eye. Behold the heir apparent of Spain at 
the feet of the happy Catalina, adoring and loading 


| her with preſents; and remember, that from her 


perhaps will ſpring a hero, who will render his mo- 
ther's name immortal as his own.” 


Altho* the aunt would have gladly ned 


my propoſal, ſhe feigned herſelf irrefolute about 
the matter; and Catalina, who wiſhed the prinee 
already in her chains, affected great indifference ; 
fo that I was obliged to inveſt the place a-new, un- 
til at length, Signiora Mencia ſeeing me repulſed, 


and ready to raiſe the ſiege, beat the Chamade, 


and we agreed upon a capitulation, which contain'd 
the two following articles, ---- Imprimis, If the 


prince of Spain, on the report that I. ſhall make of 


Catalina's charms, ſhall be inflamed, and determine to 
honour her with a nocturnal viſit, I ſhall take care 
to appriſe the ladies, of the night that ſhall be cho- 
fen for that purpoſe, --- Item, The prince ſhall not 
viſit the ſaid ladies but as an ordinary gallant, 
with no other attendants than me and his mercury 
in chief. 

After this convention, the aunt and niece ſhewed 


me all manner of friendſhip, and aſſumed a familiarity 


of behaviour, in conſequence of which, I ventur- 
ed ſome hugs, which were not very ill received ; 
and when we parted, they embraced me of their 
own accord, and loaded me with careſſes. It iS 
really wonderful to ſee with what facility an inti- 
macy is contracted between the couriers of gallan- 
try, and the women. who want their fervice, Had 
people. obſerved me leave this houſe, with ſuch 
marks of lavour; they om (an have ſaid with ſome 
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appearance of juſtice, that I was much happier 


than I actually found myſelf, ---- The count de 
Lemos was overjoyed, when I let him know that 
I had made ſuch a diſcovery as he deſired, I ſpoke 
of Catalina in ſuch a manner, as made him long 
to ſee her, I carried him to her lodgings next 
night, and he owned that I had been very ſuc- 


ceſsful. He told the ladies, he did not at all doubt 


that the prince would be perfectly well ſatisfied 
with the miſtreſs which I had choſen for him, and 
that ſhe on her part would have cauſeto be con- 
tented with ſuch a lover; that the young prince 
was full of generoſity and ſweetneſs of temper: 
in ſhort, he aſſured them, that he would bring 
him to their houſe in a few days, as they deſired he 
ſhould come, that is, without noiſe or attendance. 
'This-nobleman afterwards. took his leave of them, 
and I withdrew in his company. We got back to 
his equipage, in which we had come thither, and 
which waited for us at the end of the ſtreet : he 
fet me down at my own houſe, charging me to in- 
form his uncle next day of this new-ſtarted ad- 
venture, and to deſire he would ſend him a thou- 
ſand piſtoles to enſure its ſucceſs, 

1 did not fail to give the duke of Lerma an 
exact account of vthat had paſſed; concealing only 
one circumſtance, I did not. ſpeak a ſyllable of 
Scipio, but took to myſelf the honour of the diſ- 


covery, according to the practice of thoſe who 


live among the great, 

By theſe means I acquired a: great many com- 
pliments. Mr, Gil Blas, (ſaid the miniſter to 
me, with an air of raillery) I am raviſhed to. find, 
that with your other talents, you likewiſe poſſeſs 
that of diſcovering obliging beauties ; when I have 
occaſion for one of that claſs, you will give me 

leave 
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leave to apply to you.. My Lord, (I replicd 


in the ſame tone) I thank your grace ſor intend- 


ing me the preference ; but give me leave to ſay, 
thar I ſhould be ſcrupulous in ſerving your excel- 
lency in that manner. Signior Rodrigo has been 10 
long in poileſſion of that employment, that it 
would be unjuit in me to deprive him of it.”? 
The duke ſmiled at my anſwer, then changing the 
diſcourſe, aſked if his nephew did not want money 
for this adventure. Pardon me, (laid 1) he begs 
you will ſend him a thouſand pitſtoles.”” © Very 
well, (replied the miniſter) carry them to him, 
bid him ſpare nothing, but approve of whatever 


expence the prince ſhall propoſe. 


CHAP, XI, 


The private vit and preſents which the prince of 
Spain made to Catalina. 


went that inſtant with five hundred double 

piſtoles to the Count de Lemos, who told me, 
*© You could not come in better ſeaſon. I have 
ſpoke to the prince ; he has bit at the hook, and 
burns with impatience to ſee Catalina, This very 
night he intends to ſlip privately out of the palace, 
in order to vifit her, It is a thing determined, 
and our meaſures are taken accordingly. Intorm 


the ladies of his reſolution, and give them hat 


money which you have brought ; for it is right to 
let them ſee that he is no ordinary lover whom 
they are to rece ve: beſides, the bounty of prin- 
ces ought to precede their intrigues, As you will 


. accompany him, together with me, (added he) be 


ſure of being at his couchee this evening. Your 
coach alſo (for I think. it is proper we ſhould uſe 
it) 
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it) muſt wait for us near the palace about mid- 
night.“ 

I immediately repaired to the houſe, but did 
not ſee Catalina, who (they told me) was a-bed ; 
ſo that I could only ſpeak with Signiora Mencia, 
to whom I ſaid, © Madam, pray excuſe me for ap- 
pearing in your houſe by day; but it is not in my 
power to do otherwiſe, for I muſt give you notice, 
that the prince of Spain will be here this night, 
and here (added I, putting the bag of money in 
her hand) is an offering which he ſends to the 
temple of Cythera, to render the divinities of the 
place propitious, You ſee I have not engaged 
Fou in a bad affair. I am very much obliged 
to you, (the replied) but tell me, Signior de San- 
_ tillane, does the prince love mufick ?** © He loves 
it (anſwered I) to diſtraQtion ; nothing can enter- 
tain him ſo much as a fine voice, accompanied by 
a lute delicately touched.“ *© So much the better! 
(cried ſhe in a tranſport of joy) you give me in- 
finite: pleaſure in telling me this, for my niece has 
the pipe of a nightingale, and plays upon the 
lute to admiration ; ſhe likewiſe dances perfectly 
well.” © Heavens! (cried I in my turn) what 
perfections, my good aunt ! ſo many are not ne- 
ceſſary to make a girl's fortune; one of theſe ta- J 
lents is ſufficient for the purpofe.”” 

Having thus paved the way, I waited for the 
hour of the prince's couchee ; then giving orders 
to my coachman, I rejoined the Count de Lemos, 
who told me that the prince, to get rid of his 
company the ſooner, would feign a ſlight indiſpo- 
ſition, and even go to bed, the better to perſuade, 
them of his being ſick ; but that he would riſe a- 
gain in an hour, and by a back-door, gain a pri- 
vate ſtair that led into the court-yard. 


When 
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When he had informed me of what they had 
concerted together, he poſted me in a place thro' 
which he aſſured me they would paſs; and 
there I danced attendance ſo long, that I be- 
gan to think our gallant had taken another road, 
or loſt his deſire of ſeeing Catalina, as if princes 
uſually dropt theſe ſort of whims before they have 
ſatisfied them. In ſhirt, I imagined they had 
forgot me altogether, when two men accoſted me, 
whom having diſcerned to be thoſe I expected, 
I conducted them to my coach, in which they 
ſeated themſelves, while I got upon the coach-box 
to direct the driver, whom I ordered to ſtop about 
fifty yards from the houſe, I then handed the 
prince and his companion out of the coach, and 
we walked towards the place for which we were 
bound. The gate opened at our approach, and 
ſhut again as ſoon as we got in, 

At firſt we found ourſelves in the ſame dark- 
neſs in which I had been introduced ; though by 
way of diſtinction there was a ſmall lamp fixed to 
the wall, the light of which was ſo dim, that we 
could only perceive it, without being lighted by 
its rays. All this ſerved only to make the adven- 
ture more agreeable to our hero, who was ſer = 
fibly ſtruck at the ſight of the ladies, who received 
him in a hall, where the luſtre of a great number 
of candles made amends for the darkneſs that 
reigned in the court, The aunt and niece were in 
a gay diſhabille, ſo artfully diſpoſed, that no body 
could look upon them with impunity. Our prince 
would have been very well ſatisfied with Signi- 
ora Mencia, if there had been no other for him to 
chuſe ; but the charms of young Catalina, as they 
deſerved, had the preference. © Well, my prince, 
(faid the Count de Lemcs) was it poſſible for us 
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to procure your Highneſs the pleaſure of ſeeing two 
ladies more handſome than theſe ?*”” © I am ra- 
viſhed with them both ! (replied the prince) and I 
ſhall never carry off my heart, ſince the aunt could 
not miſs of it, if it was poſſible for the niece to 
fail.“ 

After this compliment ſo agreeable to an aunt, 
he ſaid a thouſand fond things to Catalina, who 
anſwered with great wit and ſpirit. As thoſe 
honourable people who perform the part that I 
ated on this occaſion, are permitted to join in the 


_ converſation of lovers, provided it be with an in- 


tention of adding fuel to the fire; I told the gal- 
lant, that his nymph ſung and played upon the 
lute to admiration, He was overjoyed to hear 
that ſhe was miſtreſs of theſe talents, and in- 
treated her to entertain him with a ſpecimen, She 


complied with a good grace, took up a lute ready 


tuned, played ſome tender airs, and ſung in ſuch 
an affecting manner, that the prince dropt down 
at her feet, in a tranſport of love and pleaſure. 
But let us finiſh this picture, and only obſerve, 
that during this ſweet intoxication, in which the 
heir of the Spaniſh monarchy was plunged, the 


hours ſtoie away like minutes, and we were obli- 


ged to tear him from that dangerous houſe, be- 
cauſe cf the day's approach, We the gentlemen 
undertakers carried him back to his apartment 
with great diſpatch, and;then went to our diffe- 
rent homes, as well ſatisfied in having fitted him 
with a ſhe-adventurer, as if we had tranſacted 
his marriage with a princeſs, | 
Next morning I recounted this adventure to the 
Duke of Lerma, who defired to be informed of 
every particular; and juſt as I had finiſhed my 


narration, the Count de Lemos came in, and ſaid, 
cc The 
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The prince of Spain is ſo much engroſſed by 
Catalina, and has conceived ſuch a paſſion for 
her, that he propoſes to viſit her often, and attach 
himſelf to-her alone. He wanted to ſend to her this 
day jewels to the amount of two thouſand piſtoles, 
but not having a penny in his purſe, he applied 
to me. My dear Lemos, (ſaid he) you muſt 
find me that ſum immediately. I know very well 
that I incommode, nay exhauſt you, but my heart 
retains the obligation ; and if ever I find myſelf 
in a condition to exert my gratitude, otherwiſe 
than in thought, for all your friendſhip, you ſhall 
not repent of having laid me under an obliga- 
tion. My prince (ſaid I, leaving him that in- 
Nant) I have both friends and credit, and will 


| employ them to. accommodate you with what you 


want.“ 

It is not difficult to ſatisfy his demand, (ſaid 
the duke to his nephew.) Santillane, go fetch the 
money : Or, if you pleaſe, he will purchaſe the 
zewels, for he is a perfect connoiſſeur in ſtones, 


[eſpecially rubies, Is not this true, Gil Blas?“ 


(added he, looking at me with a ſatirical ſmile.) 
« Your grace is very ſevere, (I replied) I ſee that 
you want-to make Monſieur the Count merry at my 
expence.” This happened accordingly, The 
nephew aſked what myſtery there was in his words. 
* Nothing, (anſwered the Duke laughing) only 
Santillane one day thought proper to exchange a 
diamond for a ruby, and afterwards found that he 
had gained neither honour nor profit by the bar- 
gain.“ 

J ſhould have thought myſelf eaſily quit, if 
the miniſter had ſaid no more of the matter; but 
kc took the trouble to relate the trick that Camilla 
and Don Raphael played upon me in the hired 


lodging. 
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lodging, and to enlarge particularly on thoſe cir- 
cumſtances which chagrined me moſt. His ex- 
cellency, after having enjoyed his joke, ordered 
me to accompany the Count de Lemos, who car- 
ried me to a jeweler's houſe, where we choſe jewels, 
which we ſhewed to the prince for his approbation ; 
and which being afterwards entruſted to me, in 
order to be preſen'ed to Catalina, I went home for 
two thouſand piſtoles of the duke's money, with 
which I paid the merchant. . 
It is a queſtion not to be aſked, if I was kindly 

received next night by the ladies, when I exhibited 
the preſents of my embaſly, conſiſting of an hand- 
ſome ring deſigned for the aunt, and a pair of ear- 
rings for the niece, Charm'd with theſe marks of 
the prince's love and generoſity, they began to prat- 
tle like two goſſips, and thanked me for having 
procured for them ſuch a valuable acquaintance. 
'They forgot themſelves in the exceſs of their joy, 
and ſome words eſcaped them, which made me 
ſuſpe& that I had introduced a meer gypſie to our 
great monarch's ſon ; but that I might know pre- 
ciſely whether or not I had performed this fine 

maſter-piece, I went home, reſolved to come to 
an explanation with Scipio, 


CHAP... 4H. 


Catalina's real character. The perplexity and uneaſi neſs 
of Gil Blas. The precaution be was * ged to take 
for bis own quiet. 


UST as I entered my own houſe, I heard a 
great noiſe ; and enquiring into the cauſe, was 
told, Scipio that evening treated half-a-dozen of 
his friends, who ſung full throat, and frequently 
broke out in loud fits of laughter 3 3 ſo that aſſur- 
Vol. III. g 5 R | edly 


278 The ADVENTURES of 


edly this repaſt could not be properly ſtiled the 
| banquet of the ſeven wiſe men. 

The maſter of the feaſt, advertiſed of my ar- 
rival, ſaid to his company, © Gentlemen, *tis only 
my maſter come home; be not diſturbed, but con- 
tinue your mirth ; I will go and ſpeak two words 
to him, and rejoin you in a twinkling.'“ So ſay- 
ing, he came to my apartment. What a hub- 
bub is this ? (ſaid I) what ſort of people are thoſe 

vou entertain below? are they poets? '* © No 
indeed, Sir, if you pleaſe, (he replied) it were pity to 
beſtow your wine on ſuch company. I make a better 
uſe of it, There is among my gueſts a very rich 
young fellow, who wants for his money an em- 
ployment by your intereſt ; and for him alone! 
give this entertainment : at every draugat he drinks, I 
I raiſe the gratification you are to receive, ten 
piſtoles, and will make him drink till day.“ © If 
that be the caie, (I replied) go back to thy friends, 
and don't ſpare the wine in my cellar,” 

I did not think this a proper ſeaſon to talk with 
him about Catalina ; but next morning when I got 
up, I ſpoke to him i in this manner: Friend Scipio, 
thou knoweſt how we live together; I treat thee 
more like a comrade than a domeſtick ; and of con- 
ſequence thou wilt be to blame in deceiving me 
as a maſter, Let us then lay aſide all reſerve with 
one another, I will tell thee ſomething that will 
ſurpriſe thee, and thou ſhalt difcloſe to me thy 
real ſentiments of thoſe two women with whom 
thou haſt made me acquainted, Between thee and 
me, I ſuſpect them to be two artful puſſes, cun- 
ning in proportion to the ſimplicity which they af- 
fea. If my cpinion dees them juſtice, the prince 
of Spain has no great cauſe to be well pleaſed with 
me ; for I corfeſs it was ſor him that I wanted a 


_ + miſtreſs, 
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miſtreſs, I accordingly carried him to Catalina's 
houſe, and he is become paſſionately fond of her.“ 
4 Signior, (anſwered Scipio) I am too well uſed 
by you, to be wanting in ſincerity with my maſter. 
I had yeſterday a private converſation with the 
maid of theſe two princeſſes, and ſhe related their 
hiſtory, which to me ſeemed very diverting. You 
ſhall hear it in two words, 

Catalina is daughter to a poor gentleman of Ar- 
ragon, and finding herſelf at the age of fifteen an 
orphan, as handſome as poor, liſtened to an old 
commander, who conducted her to Toledo, where 
88 died in ſix months, after having ſerved as a 

arent rather than an huſband to her. She ſecu- 

d his fortune, conſiſting of ſome moveables and 
kbree hundred piſtoles in ready money, then joined 
-Hetſelf to Signiora Mencia, who was ſtill in faſhion, 
tho' already in the wane. Theſe two good friends 
lived together, and began to behave ſo as to at- 
tract the notice of juſtice; at which the ladies 
„being diſguſted, haſtily abandoned Toledo thro” 
vexation, and ſettled in Madrid, where they have 
lived about two years, without viſiting any per- 
fon in the neighbourhood, But the beſt circum- 

ance of the ſtory is this, they have hired two 
ſmall houſes, ſeparated only by a wall, having in 
the cellar a ſtair of communication from the one 
to the other. Signiora Mencia lives with a young 

tmaid-ſervant in one of theſe houſes, and the com- 
mander's widow poſſeſſes the other, with an old 
duenna who paſſes for her grandmother; ſo that 
our Arragonian is ſometimes a niece brought up by 
her aunt, and ſometimes a pupil under the wings 
of her grandame, When ſhe acts the niece, ſhe 
is called Catalina, and when fhe plays the grand- 

child her name is Sirena. 
R 2 At 
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nis favourite, laughed at the adventure, and b 
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At the name of Sirena, I grew pale; and inter- 
rupting Scipio, ſaid, What do I hear alas! I 
am afraid that this "curſed Arragonian is no other 
than the miſtreſs of Calderona. “ Truly, (be 
replied) it is the ſame ! I thought this piece of news 
would have given you pleaſure,”  **, Thou, art 
very much miſtaken, (anſwered I) I have more 
cauſe to be ſorry than rejciced at it; do'ſt thou 
not ſee the conſequences ?** No, in faith, (re- 
ſamed Scipio) what miſchief can it produce ? you 
are not ſure that Don Rodrigo will diſcover what 
paſſes ; and if you are afraid of his getting infor- 
mation, you have nothing to do, but prepoſſeſs 
the miniſter in your fayour, by telling him candid- 
ly the whole affair. He will ſee your ſincerity; and 
if after this Calderona ſhould attempt to do you an 
ill office with his excellency, he will perceive that his 
{ole deſign is to injure you out of a ſpirit of revenge. 

Scipio by this diſcourſe baniſhed my fear; and 
reſolved to follow his advice, I informed the Duke 
of Lerma of the diſcovery I had made. I even af- 
fected to tell it with a melancholy air, in order to 
perſwade him of my being mortified for * 
innocently introduced Don Rodrigo's miſtreſs to 
the Prince. But the miniſter, far from pityi 


me go cn in my old way, ſaying, that after all it was 
glorious for Calderona to love the ſame lady who 
had captivated the prince of Spain, and to be as 
well received by her as his Highneſs, I imparted 
it alſo to the Count de Lemos, who aſſured me of 
his protection, in caſe the firſt ſecretary ſhould 
diſcover the intrigue, and eee to ruin me with 

his grace. | 
Imagining that by this precaution I had delivered 
the bark of my fortune from the dangerous ſhelves 
that 


| 
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that environed it, my fear vaniſhed, I ſtill accom- 


panied the | prince to the houſe of Catalina, alias 


the fair Sirena, who was artful enough to invent 


ſtratagems to keep Don Rodrigo from her embraces, 
and to defraud him of thoſe nights which ſhe was 


obliged to beſtow on his illuſtrious rival, 
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Gil Blas continues to af the man of conſequence, Hears 


neos of his family, which make but ſmall impreſ- 
ſion upon bim, and quarrels with Fabricius. 
© 


Have already obſerved, that in the morning my 
antichamber was uſually crowded with people 


who came to make propoſals, but I would not re- 


ceive them viva ve; and, according to the cuſtom 
at court, or rather with a view of exhibiting my 
own importance, I ſaid to each ſollicitor, ** Give 
in a memorial. I was ſo much uſed to this, that 
one day I anſwered in theſe words to my landlord, 
who came to put me in mind of a year's rent being 
due. As for my butcher and baker, they ſaved 
me the trouble of aſking their memorials, Which 
were always punctually delivered every month. 
cipio, who imitated me ſo cloſely, that the copy 


| dhe be ſaid to come very near the original, be- 


haved in the ſame manner to thoſe who applied 
for his intereſt with me. I was guilty of another 
ridiculous piece of vanity, which I don't intend 
to excuſe, I was fooliſh enough to talk of the 
grandees, as if I had been a man in their ſphere. 
If (for example) I had occaſion to mention the 
Duke of Alva, or the Duke of Medina Sidonia, 
J called them without ceremony, Alva, and 
Medina Sidonia.“ In a word, I became fo vain 


and haughty, that I was no longer my father's 


R 3 ſon. 
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ſon, Alas! poor duenna and uſher, I did not 


ſo much as enquire whether you were happy or 
miſerable in the Aſturies! I did not even think of 
you ! The court is like the river Lethe, in making 
us forget our parents and friends when they are 
under misfortune. 

I no longer, therefore, remembered my family, 


when one morning a young man came to my_ 


houſe, and deſiring to ſpeak with me in private, I 
carried him into my cloſet, where, without of- 
fering him a chair, becauſe he ſeemed to be a 
plebeian, I aſked what he wanted with me. 
«© How ! Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid he) Don't you re- 
member me? In vain did I conſider him atten- 
tively : I was obliged to anſwer, that his features 
were entirely unknown, I am (he replied) 
one of your old ichoolfellows, a native of Oviedo, 
and ſcn of Bertrand Muſcada the grocer, your 
uncle the canon's neighbour. I remember you 
very well ; we have played together a thouſand 
times at * Gallina Ciega.“ 

J have (ſaid I) but a confuſed idea of the 
amuſements of my infancy : the buſineſs in which 
I have been engaged, ſince that time, has effaced 
them from my memory.“ I u am come (he re- 
ſumed) to Madrid, to ſettle accounts with my f. 
ther's correſpondent ; and I heard it ſaid that you 
was on a good footing at court, and already as 
rich as a Jew. I congratulate you on your good 
fortune ; and will, at my return into the country, 
overwhelm your family with j Joy, by telling them 
ſuch an agreeable piece of news.“ 

I could not, in common decency, forbear aſking 
in what ſituation he had left my father, mother 
and uncle: but this piece of duty I performed ſo 

* Blind-man's-duf}, | 


coldly, 
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coldly, that the grocer had no great reaſon to ad- 
mire the force of blood. He ſeemed ſhocked at 
my indifference for thoſe who ought to have been 
ſo dear to me; and being a plain vulgar young 
fellow, ſaid bluntly, © I thought you had more 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility for your relations. How 
coldly do you inquire into their circumſtances ! 
Know, that your father and mother are ſtill at 
ſervice z and the good canon Gil Peres, burthened 
with old age and infirmities, draws near his end. 
People ought to have ſome natural affection; and 
ſince you are in a condition to aſſiſt your parents, 
I adviſe you, as a friend, to ſend two hundred 
piſtoles yearly for their ſupport : by which means 
you will make their life eaſy and happy, without 
any inconvenience to yourſelf,” Inſtead of being 
moved by the picture which he drew of my fa- 
mily, I was diſguſted at the liberty which he took 
in adviſing me, without being deſired ſo to do. 
With a little more addreſs, perhaps, he might 
have perfuaded me; but his freedom had a con- 
trary etiect, He perceived my diſpleaſure, by my 
ſilence; and continuing his exhortation with more 
malice than charity, made me loſe my patience en- 
tirely, © Oh, this i; too much! (cried I in a 
paſſion) go, Mr. Muſcada, and meddle with your 
on concerns: it becomes you well, indeed, to 
_ preſcribe to me: I know my duty, on this occa- 
ſion, better than you can teach me.”* So ſaying, I 
puſhed the grocer out of my cloſet, and ſent him 
back to ſell pepper and cloves at Oviedo, What 
he ſaid, however, did not fail of having ſome ef- 
ect: I reproached myſelf with being an unnatural 
ſon, and was melted accordingly, I recalled the 
care they had of my infancy and education : I con- 
ſidered the duty I * to my parents; and my 
his reflections 
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refleclions were attended with ſome tranſports of 


acknowledgment, which, however, came to no- 


thing: they were ſoon ſtifled by my ingratitude,. 


and ſucceeded by profound oblivion, There. are 
many parents who have children of the ſame 
ſtamp. 

The avarice and ambition with which I was 
poſſeſſed, entirely changed my difpoſition. I loſt 
all my gaiety, became abſent and thoughtful; in a 
word, a miſerable animal, Fabricio, ſeeing me al- 
together bent on ſacrificing to fortune, and very 
much detached from him, came but ſeldom to my 
| houſe, where one day he could not help ſaying, 


« Truly, Git Blas, thou art grown out of mx 


knowledge : before thy coming to court, thou waſt 
always eaſy and tranquil ; at preſent, thou art in- 
ceſſantly agitated with project after project to en- 
rich thyſelf; and the more wealth thou haſt got, 
the more wouldft thou amaſs. Beſides, let me 
tell thee, thou no longer treateſt me with that ef- 
fuſion of the heart, and freedom of behaviour, 
which are the ſoul of friendſhip: on the contrary, 
thou wrapeſt thyſelf up, and concealeſt from me 
thy ſecret views: nay, I can perceive conſtraint in 
all thy civilities towards me: in ſhort, Gil Blas 
is no longer the ſame Gil Blas whom I formerly 
knew. | 

*© You joke fure, (ſaid I, with: an air of indif- 
ference) I can't perceive any change in myſelf.” 
Thy own eyes are no judges, (anſwered he) 
they are bewi:ched : believe me, thy metamor- 
phoſis is but too true, Speak ſincerely, my friend, 
Do thou and I live together as formerly? When 
I uſed to knock at thy door in the morning, thou 
cameſt in perſon to open it, very often half aſleep ; 
and 1 entered thy chamber without ceremony. 


Nov 
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Now behold the difference! Thou art attended 
by half a ſcore of lacqueys. I am obliged to wait 
in thy anti-chamber, and ſend in my name before 
I can ſpeak with thee : then, how am I received? 


with a forced politeneſs, and air of importance : 


ſo that my viſits ſeem tedious and tireſome. Doſt 
thou think ſuch a reception can be agreeable to 
one who has lived with thee on the footing of a 
comrade ? No, Santillane, no. I can't put up 
with it, Farewel, Let us part friends, and get 
rid of one another: thou of one who cenſures thy 
behaviour, and I of a rich upſtart wlio has forgot 
himſelf,” 

I felt myſelf more irritated than reclaimed by 
his reproaches, and let him go, without making 
the leaſt effort to detain him, In my opinion at 
that time, the friendſhip of a poet was not of 
ſuch value, as that I ſhould be afflicted at the 
loſs of it: I found abundance of conſolation in 
the acquaintance of ſome ſmall officers of the 
King, to whom of late I was ſtrictly connected by 


a ſimilitude of diſpoſition, The greateſt part of 


theſe new companions were people who ſprung I 
know not whence, and arrived at their poſts 
merely by the happy influence of their ſtars, They 
had already made their fortunes ; and the wretches, 
aſcribing to their own merit the wealth which 
had been heaped upon them by the boiinty of the 
King, forgot themſelves as well as J did. We 
looked upon ourſelves as very reſpectful perſonages. 
O fortune ! how are thy favours uſually diſpenſed ! 
The Stoic Epictetus was certainly in the right, 
when he compared thee to a young lady of faſhion, 
who proſtitutes herſelf to the embraces of footmen. 


The End of the EricxTn Book. 
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CHAP. I, 


Scipio adwiſes Gi! Blas to marry, propoſes the Anga- of 
a rich and noted goldſmith for his «vife ; with the fleps 
which were taken in conſequence of this advice, 


NE .evening, after the company which 
had ſupped with me was gone, ſeeing my- 
ſelf alone with Scipio, I aſked what he 

| had done that day. A maſter-piece, (he replied) 

I intend to have you married to the only daughter 
of a goldſmith of my acquaintance.” © The 
daughter of a goldſmith ! (cried I, with an air of 
diſdain) Haſt thou loſt thy ſonfes't ? How canft 
thou propoſe a wife from the city? One who has 
certainly merit, and is on a ſure footing at court, 
ought to entertain more elevated views, methinks. 

<< How, Sir! (replied Scipio) ſure you are not in 
earneſt : conſider that the male alone ennobles ; 

and 
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and be not more delicate than a thouſand noble- 
men, whoſe names I can mention, Do you know 
that the heireſs in queſtion is worth an hundred 
thouſand ducats? Is not this a fine morſel of 
plate?” When I heard him talk of ſuch a round 
ſum, I became more tractable, © I yield, (ſaid I 
to my ſecretary) the dowry determines me: When 
ſhall I touch it ?** © Softly, Sir, (he replied) a 
little patience : I muſt firſt communicate the pro- 
poſal to the father, and obtain his conſent.” 
5 Good! (ſaid I, laughing heartily :) Are you ſtil 
thereabouts ? I find the marriage is far advanced.“ 
<< Farther than you imagine, (anſwered he) Iwant 
only an hour's converſation with the goldſmith; 
and will anſwer for his conſent. But before we 
proceed, let us come to a compoſition, if you 
pleaſe. Suppoſe I pracure for you theſe hundred 
thouſand ducats, how many will fall to my ſhare ?"* 
Twenty thouſand,” (I replied.) © Heaven be 
praiſed, (ſaid he) I limit the acknowledgment to 
ten thouſand : for once, you are more generous 
than I, To-morrow I will ſet this negotiation on 
foot; and you may depend upon its ſucceſs : other- 
wiſe, I am but an aſs.“ In effect, two days af- 
ter, he ſaid, © I have ſpoke to Signior Gabriel 
Salero the goldſmith; and have extolled your credit 
and your merit ſo much, that he liſtened to the 
propoſal I made, of accepting you for a ſon-in-law : 
and you ſhall have his daughter with an hundred 
thouſand ducats, provided you can make it plainly 
appear, that you are in favour with the miniſter,”” 
If that be the caſe, (anſwered I to Scipio) I 
Mall be married very ſoon : but a- propos, Haſt thou 
{2en the girl? Is ſhe bandſome? Not fo 
handſome as the dowry : (ſaid he) between you 
and me, this rich heireſs is not a very beautiful 

| creature: 
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| 
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creature: but, luckily, that you don't mind.“ 
„ No, faith, my child! (ſaid I) we courtiers only 
marry for the ſake of marrying; and look for 
beauty no where, but in the wives of our friends. 
If it happens to center in our own, we take ſo 
little notice of it, that ir is but juſt in them to _ 
niſh us for our neglect. oY 

4 This is not all, (reſumed Scipio) Signior Ga- 
briel invites you to ſupper to-night ; and we have 
ag reed, that you ſhall not talk of marriage. There 
will be ſeveral merchants of his acquaintance pre- 
ſent at the entertainment, where you ſhall appear 
only as a ſimple gueſt : and to-morrow he will ſup 
with you in the ſame manner. By this, you may 
ſee that he wants to ſtudy your temper, before he 
proceeds: ſo that you muſt be upon your guard 
before him.” © Zooks! (ſaid I, with an air of 
confidence) let him examine me as narrowly as he 


_ pleaſes; I ſhall loſe nothing by his ſcrutiny.“ 


% All this was punctually executed: I repaired 
to the houſe of the goldſmith, who received me as 
familiarly as if we had already viſited one another 
feveral times. He was an honeſt citizen, polite 
* baſta por ar, as the ſaying is. He introduced me 
to Signiora Eugenia his wife, and young Gabriela 
his daughter, to whom I paid abundance of com- 
pliments, without infringing the treaty. I ſaid 
a great many nothings, in very ſpecious words, 
according to the cuſtom of courtiers. 

Gabriela (no diſparagement to my ſecretary) 
appeared not at all diſagreeable; whether on ac- 
count of her being richly dreſſed, or that I looked 
upon her through the dowry, I know not, What 


2 fine houſe did Signior Gabriel poſſeſs! I be- 


Even to obſt nacy. 


leve 


TTL BL AS '. 
heve there was more filver in it than in all the 
mines of Peru: that metal preſented itſelf to the 
view, in all corners, under a thouſand different 
ſhapes. Every room, and that in particular where 
we ſupped, was a perfect treaſure, What a noble 
ſpectacle was this for the eyes of a ſon-in-law ! 
The old man, that he might do the greater honour 
to his entertainment, had aſſembled five or fix 
merchants, perſons equally grave and tireſome : 
they ſpoke of nothing but commerce; and their 
diſcourſe might have been called a conference of 
factors, rather than the converſation of friends at 
ſupper. 

Next night, I treated my goldſmith in my turn; 3 
and as it was not in my power to dazzle: him 
with plate, had recourſe to an illuſion of a different 
kind, I invited to ſupper thoſe of my friends 
who made the beſt figure at court, and whom I 
knew to be ambitious ſellows, who ſet no bounds 
to their deſires, Theſe people talked of nothing 
but pomp, of ſplendid and lucrative poſts to which 
they aſpired ; and this had its effect: the citizen 
Gabriel, confounded by their grand. ideas, found 
himſelf, in ſpite of his wealth, a mean mortal in 
compariſon to theſe gentlemen, As for my own 
part, affecting the man of moderation, I ſaid 1 
would be contented with a middling fortune; 
twenty thouſand ducats a year, or ſo, Upon 
which, theſe greedy hunters of honour and riches 
cried, I was in the wrong; and that for one who 
was beloved by the prime miniſter, I ought not to 
reſtrict myſelf to ſuch a trifle. The father-in-law 
loſt not a ſyllable of what was ſaid, and I thought 
I obſerved him very well ſatisfied when he re- 
tired, 


Vor. III. . Scipio 
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Scipio did not fail to viſit him next morning, 
and aſk if he was pleaſed with my behaviour: © I 
am charmed with it! (replied the citizen) the 
young man has won my heart, But, Signior Scipio, 


(added he) J conjure you, by our old acquain- 


tance, to ſpeak ſincerely, We have all our dif- 
ferent foibles, as you know: tell me that of Signior 
de Santillane : Is he a gameſter ? Is he a rake ? 
What is his vicious inclination ? Pray don't con- 
ceal it.” © You affront me, Signior Gabriel, by 
aſking ſuch a queſtion, (replied the mediator) I 


am not ſo much in my maſter's intereſts as in 


yours. If he had any bad quality capable of 
making your daughter unhappy, do you think I 
would have propoſed him to you for a ſon-in-law ? 
No faith! I am too much your humble ſervant. 
But between-you and me, I know no other fault 
in him, but that of having no fault. He is too 
modeſt for a young man. © So much the better, 


_ (cried the goldſmith) I am glad of it. Go, friend, 


aſſure him that he ſhall have my daughter, whom 
JI would beſtow upon him, even if he was not be- 
loved by the miniſter,” 

My ſecretary had no ſooner informed me of this 
converſation, than I haſtened 4 Salero's houſe, to 
thank him for his condeſcenſio He had already 
declared his pleaſure to his wife and daughter, who 
gave me to underſtand by their behaviour towards 
me, that they ſubmitted to his will without re- 
luctance. I carried my father-in-law, and pre- 
ſented him to the duke of Lerma, to whom I had 
imparted the affair the preceding evening. His 
excellency received him very courteouſly, and aſ- 
fured him, that he was very glad he had cheſen 
for his ſon-jin-Jaw a man for whom he had ſo much 


regard, and whom he intended to advance, He 


then 
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then enlarged upon my good qualities, and, in 
ſhort, ſpoke ſo well of me, that honeſt Gabriel 
thought he had met in my worſhip one of the beſt 
matches in Spain, He was ſo overjoyed, that the 
tears ſtood in his eye: he claſped me in his arms 
at parting, and ſaid, © My ſon, I am ſo impa- 


tient to ſee you Gabriela's huſband, that you ſhall 


be married in eight days at fartheſt, 


CHAP. IL 


Gil Blas, by accident, remembers Don Alphonſo de Leyva, 
and does bim a piece of ſerwice, our of vanity, 


HE order of my hiſtory requires, that I 
ſhould leave my marriage for a moment, to 
recount the ſervice which I did to Don Alphonſo 
my old maſter, whom I had intirely forgotten till 
now, that I remembered him on this occaſion. 


The government of the city of Valencia became 


vacant ; and when I heard this piece of news, I 
thought of Don Alphonſo de Leyva. I reflected, 
that this employment would ſuit him admirably 
well; and not ſo much through friendſhip as oſten- 
tation, reſolved to aſk it for him ; repreſenting to 
myſelf, that if 1 ſhould obtain the place, it would 
do me infinite honour, Addreſſing myſelf there- 
fore to the duke of Lerma, I told him that I had 
been ſteward to Don Cæſar de Leyva and his fon 
and that having all the reaſon in the world to love 
them, I took the liberty to beg the government of 
Valencia for either the one or other. The miniſter 
anſwered, © With all my heart, Gil Blas: I love 
to ſee thee grateful and generous. Beſides, I eſteem 
the family thou ſpeakeſt of; the Leyvas have been 
always good ſervants to the king, and well deſerve 
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that place. Thou mayſt diſpoſe of it at thy own 
pleaſure : I give it thee for a nuptial preſent.” 

Raviſhed with my ſucceſs, I went without loſs 
of time, and deſired Calderona to make out letters 
patents for Don Alphonſo. There I found-a great 
number of people attending in reſpectful filence, 
until Rodrigo ſhould give them audience ; and 
preſſing through the croud, I preſented myſelf at 
the door of his cloſet, which was immediately 
opened, and diſplayed a multitude of knights, com- 
manders, and other people of conſequence, whom 
Calderona heard in their turns. His different be- 
haviour to different people was very remarkable: 
he received ſome with a flight inclination of his 
head only ; others he honoured with a bow, and 
conducted them to his cloſet-door. He put, to 
uſe the expreſſion, different ſhades of conſideration 
in the civilities he ſhewed, On the other hand, 
I perceived ſome cavaliers, who, ſhocked at the 
little regard he paid to them, curſed in their hearts 
the neceſſity that compelled them to cringe to ſuch 
a fellow. On the contrary, I obſerved: others, 
who laughed within themſelves at his - ridiculous 
and ſelf-ſufficient deportment. Though I made all 
theſe fine obſervations, I was not capable of pro- 
fiting by them; for I behaved at home juſt in the 
ſame manner, and little minded whether my haughty 
carriage was blamed or approved, provided it com- 
manded reſpect, 

Don Rodrigo having, by chance, caſt his eyes 
upon me, haſtily quitted a gentleman, to whom 
he was ſpeaking, and coming up to me, embraced 
me with demonitrations of friendſhip, that ſur- — 
prized me not a little. Ah! my dear colleague, 2 
(cried he) what affair procures me the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you here? is there any thing in which I can 

| ſerve 
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ſerve you?“ I told him the cauſe of my viſit; 
and he aſſured me, in the moſt obliging terms, 
that what I wanted ſhould be done, at the ſame 
hour next day, He did not limit his politeneſs to 
this, but conducted me as far as the door of his 
anti-chamber, whither he never uſed to go, except 
with grandees, and there embraced me anew; 

What is the meaning of all this civility ? (ſaid 1 
to myſelf, going out) what can it forbode ? Sure 
Calderona meditates my ruin. Perhaps he is de- 
ſirous of gaining my friendſhip; or, feeling his fa- 
vour on the decline, he cultivates me, with a view 
of engaging my interceſſion with our patron in his 
behalf. I did not know which of theſe conjectures 
I ſhould adopt. Next day, when I returned, he 
treated me in the ſame manner, loading me with 
civility and careſſes. True indeed, he bated a 
great deal of that politeneſs, in his reception of 
other people, who came to ſpeak with him, He 
was blunt with ſome, cold with others, and diſ- 
obliging to every body. But all of them were 
ſufficiently revenged, by an adventure which hap- 
pened, and which I ought not to paſs over in 
filence, This will be an advice to the reader, for 
thoſe clerks and ſecretaries who ſhall read it. 

A man, in a very plain dreſs, and who did not 
'at all appear what he was, approached Calderona, 
and ſpoke to him of a certain memorial, which he 
ſaid he had preſented to the Duke of Lerma. 
Don Rodrigo, who did not even look at the ca- 
valier, ſaid to him, in a ſurly tone, What is 
your name, friend? © I was called Francillo in 
my infancy, (replied the cavalier, very cooly) ſince 
that time, I have had the appellation of Don Fran- 
ciſco de Zuniga, and, at preſent, — is the 
Count de Pedroſa,”* Calderona, aſtoniſhed at theſe 
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words, and finding that he had to do with a man 
of the firſt quality, endeavoured to excuſe himſelf, 
“ Signior, (ſaid he to the count) I beg pardon, if 
not knowing you''----- © 1 want none of thy ex- 
cuſes, (faid Francillo, with difdain) I deſpiſe thy 
apologies as much as thy incivility, Know, that 
a miniſter's ſecretary ought to receive all ſorts 
of people with good manners. 'Thou mayeſt, if 
thou wilt, be vain enough to look upon thyſelf as 
thy maſter's deputy ; but don't forget that thou art 
only his valet.” 

Though the haughty Don Rodrigo was very 
much mortified at this incident, he did not become 
a whit more affable, As for my part, I marked 
this ſtroke, and reſolved to take care how I behaved 
to people, in giving audience, and never to be in- 
ſolent but with mutes. As Don Alphonſo's patent 
was expedited, I carried it away, and ſent it, by 
an expreſs, to that young nobleman, with a letter 
from the Duke of Lerma, in which, 'his excellency 
informed him, that the King had named him to the 
government of Valencia, I took no notice of the 
ſhare I had in this nomination : I would not even 
write; pleaſing myſelf with the hope of telling 
him, by word of mouth, and of ſurprizing him 
agreeably, when he ſhould come to court, to take 
the oaths for his employment, 


CHAP, III. 


The preparations for the marriage of Gil Blas, and the 
great event that e them uſelcſs. 


E T us return to my fair Gabriela, whom I 
was to marry in eight-days, Both parties 
repared for the ceremony: Salero took off rich 
Floaths for the bride ; and I hired a chambermaid, 
a 
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a page, and an old ſquire, for her attendants, | 
All this was ordered by Scipio, who waited even 
more impatiently than I, for the day on which the 
dowry was to be paid, 
on the evening preceding that day ſo much 
defired, J ſupped at the houſe of my father-in-law, 
with uncles, aunts, male and female couſins, and 
playcd the part of an hypocritical ſon-in-law, to 
great perfection. I ſhewed great reſpect to the 
goldſmith and his wife, ated the paſſionate lover 
to Gabriela, and behaved very courteouſly to the 
whole family, to whoſe flat diſcourſe and cit-like 


___ ob'ervations, I patiently liſtened. Accordingly, at 


the price of my patience, I had the good fortune 
to pleaſe all the relations 'There was not one a- 
mong them who did not ſeem glad of my al- 
liance. 

The repaſt being ended, the company removed 
into a great hall, where we were regaled with a 
concert of vocal and inſtrumental muſic, which 
was not ill executed, although they had not choſen 
the beſt hands of Madrid. Several gay airs, with 
which our ears were agreeably entertained, put us 
all in ſuch good humour, that we began to form 
country dances. God knows how we performed, 
ſince I was taken for a diſciple of Terpſichore; 
though I had no other principles of that art, than 
two or three leſſons, which I received from a cox- 
comb of a dancing-maſter, who came to teach the 
pages, when I lived with the Marchioneſs of 
Chaves, After we had ſufficiently diverted our- 
ſelves, it being time for each to think of retiring, 
1 was very prodigal of my hugs and bows. 
c Adieu, my ſon, (ſaid Salero, embracing me) I 
will wait on you to-morrow morning, with the 
dowry, in good gold,” © My dear father, (I re- 

The | | Plied) 


— on 
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the family good night, I got into the coach that 
waited for me at the gate, and drove homewards. 

I was ſcarce two hundred paces from Signior 
Gabriel's houſe, when fifteen or twenty men, 
ſome a-horſeback, others a-foot, armed with 
ſwords and carbines, ſurrounded the coach, and 
ſtopped it, crying, In the King's name.” They 


a poſt-chaiſe, where the chief of theſe cavaliers 
mounting along with me, bid the driver proceed 
for Segovia, I ſoon gueſſed that my fellow tra- 
veller was an honeſt alguazil, whom I queſtioned 
about the cauſe of my impriſonment, But he an- 
ſwered in the uſual tone of theſe gentlemen ; that 


to tell me any thing of the matter, I obſerved 
that perhaps he might be miſtaken in his man. 
«© No, no, (ſaid he) I know my buſineſs better. 
You are Signior de Santillane; and you I have 
orders to conduct to the place for which we are 
bound.” Having nothing to reply, I reſolved to 
hold my tongue. We travelled all the reſt of the 
night, along Mancanarez, in profound ſilence ; 
changed hories at Colmenar, and arrived in the 
evening, at Segovia, where I was locked up in 
the tower. 


CHAP. W. 
The treatment of Gil Blas in the tower of Segovia, and 


Priſonment. 


geon, where I was left upon ſtraw, like a 
maictattor worthy of death, Here I paſſæd the 
night, 


plied) you ſhall be very welcome.“ Then wiſhing 


made me come out in a hurry, and threw me into 


is, in a brutal manner, that he was not obliged 


the manner in <vbic> be learned the cauſe of bis im- 


HEY began with putting me into a dun- 
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night, not in deploring my condition, for, as yet, 
J had not perceived the whole of my misfortune, 
but in taſking my remembrance, to find out the 
cauſe of my impritonment, I did not doubt that it 
was the work of Calderona ; nevertheleſs, though 


I tuſpected that he had diſcovered the whole, I 


could not conceive how he had prevailed upon 
the Duke of Lerma to treat me ſo cruelly, 
Sometimes I imagined that J had been arreſted 
without the knowledge of his excellency; and 
ſometimes I thought that he himſelf was the cauſe 
of my misfortune, for ſome political reaſons that 
often induce miniſters to uſe their favourites in 
this manner, | | 

I was ſtronely agitated by theſe different con- 
jectures, when the light of day, penetrating thro? 
a little grate, preſented to my view the horror of 
the place in which I was, I then grieved with- 
out moderation, and my eyes became two ſources 
of tears, which the remembrance of my proſpe- 
rity rendered inexhauſtible, While I ahandoned 
myiclf to my ſorrow, a turnkey came into my 
dungeon, with a loaf and a pitcher of water, for 
the day's allowance. He looked at me, and ob- 
ſerving that my face was bathed in tears, goaler 
as he was, he felt an emotion of pity, “ Signior 
priſoner, (ſaid he) don't deſpair. You mutt not 


be ſo ſenſible of the viciſſitudes of life : you are 


young, and will ſee better days. Mean while, eat 
the King's allowance with a good grace.“ 

My comſorter went . out, when he had pro- 
nounced theſe words, to which I made no anſwer, 
but by groans and lamentations. I ſpent the 
whole day in curſing my tate, without thinking of 
doing honour to my proviſion, Which, to me, in 
my preſent ſituation, feemed not ſo much a pre- 

ſent 
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ſent of the King's bounty, as the effect of his 
rage; fince it ſerved rather to prolong than aſ- 
ſuage the pains of the unhappy. 

Night, in the mean time, arrived, and imme-, 
diately a great nviſe of keys attracted my atten- 
tion. The door of my dungeon opened, and a 
moment after, a man entering with a candle in his 
hand, approached me, ſaying, © Signior Gil Blas, 
behold one of your old friends, I am that Don 
Andrea de Tordefillas, who lived with you at 
Grenada, and was gentleman to the archbiſhop, 
while you was in favour with that prelate. You 
defired him, if you remember, to employ his cre- 
dit in my behalf; and, by his intereſt, I was 
named for an employment in Mexico : but, in- 
ſtead of embarking for the Indies, I ſtopt in the 
city of Alicant, where I marricd the daughter of 
him who commanded the caſtle, and, by a train 
of adventures which I ſhall recount to you by and 
by, I am now become keeper of the tower of 
Segovia, I have expreſs orders to keep you from 
the ſpeech of every living ſoul, to make you lie 
upon ſtraw, and live upon bread and water only. 
But I have too much humanity, not to pity your 
misfortunes : beſides, you have done me ſervice ; 
and my gratitude prevails over the orders which I 
have received. Far from being the inſtrument of 
that cruelty which they would exerciſe upon you, 
T intend to ſoften the rigour of your fate, Get 
up and follow me.” 

Although Mr. Keeper well deſerved my thanks, 
my underſtanding was ſo much diſturbed, that 1 
could not anſwer one word, I did not fail, how- 
ever, to follow him, through a court, and up a 
narrow ſtair, to a ſmall room, quite a-top of the 
tower. 1 was not a little ſurprized when I en- 
ores 
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tered this chamber, to ſee two lights burning in 
brazen candleſticks, and two handſome covers on 
a table. The victuals will be preſently brought, 
(ſaid Tordeſillas) and we will ſup here together, 
I have deſtined this retreat for your lodging, 
where you will live much more comfortably than 
in your dungeon. You will ſee, from your win- 
dow, the flowery banks of the Erema, and the 
delightful valley which extends from the feet of 


the mountains that ſeparate the two Caſtiles, as 


far as Coca. I know that at firſt you will not 
be very ſenſible of ſuch a fine proſpect; but when 
the violence of your grief ſhall be mellowed, by 
time, into a ſoft melancholy, you will take plea- 
ſure in making an excurſion with your eyes, over 
ſuch agreeable objects. Beſides, you may be af- 
ſured of being well provided in linnen, and other 
neceſſaries befitting a gentleman of delicacy and 
taſte. Moreover, you ſhall have a good bed, com- 


fortable diet, and be furniſhed with as many books 


as you chuſe to read. In a word, you ſhall be as 
well treated as a priſoner can be.” 

Finding myſelf a little eafed, by ſuch obliging 
offers, I took courage, gave my goaler a thouſand 
thanks, told him, that he recalled me to life, by 
his generous behaviour, and that I wiſhed I might 
ever again have an opportunity of ſhewing my 
gratitude. ** And why not have an opportunity? 
(he replied) do you think you have loſt your li- 
berty for ever? You are miſtaken ; and I dare 
aſſure you, that you will be quit for a few months 
of impriſonment,” © What ſay you, Signior Don 
Andrea! (cried T) it ſeems then you know the 
cauſe of my misfortune.”* © I confeſs (ſaid he) I 
am not ignorant of the affair, The alguazil, who 


brought 
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brought you hither, imparted the ſecret to me ; 
and I ſhall now reveal it.“ 

He told me, that the King, being informed of 
your having, in concert with the Count de Lemos, 
carried the Prince of Spain to the houſe of a ſu- 
ſpected lady; had, to puniſh you both, exiled the 
count, and ſent you to the tower of Segovia, to 
be treated with all the rigour which you have ex- 
perienced fince your arrival.“ “ And how (ſaid I) 
did this affair come to the knowledge of the king ? 
it is that circumſtance in particular, of which I 
want to be informed,” And that circumſtance 
(he replied) is what I could not learn from the 
alguazil, who, in all likelihood, is himſelf ignorant 
of the matter.“ | | 

Here our converſation was interrupted by the 
entrance cf ſeveral valets, who brought up ſupper. 
They put upon the table, ſome bread, two cups, 
two bottles, and three large diſhes, in one of 
which there was a ragout of hare, with plenty of 
onions, oil and ſaffron, an clla podrida * in an- 
other ; and the third contained a turky-powt on a 
marmalade of berengena. When Tordeſillas ſaw 
that we had every thing we wanted, he ſent away 
his ſervants, not caring that they ſhould overhear 
our diſcourſe, and having locked the door, we ſat 
down at table, oppoſite to one another. Let 
us begin (ſaid he) with what is moſt needful. You 


muſt have a good appetite, after a ſaſt of two 


days.“ So ſaying, he loaded my plate with victuals, 
imagining, that he ſerved one half ſtarved ; and 


* Olla podrida, a diſh compoſed of all forts of 
food. | 
7 Berengena, a kind of fruit growing like a cu- 
cumber, and eaten like French beans, with mut- 
ton, &c. | 
really 
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really he had reaſon to think I would ſtuff myſelf 


with his ragouts, Nevertheleſs, I baulked his ex- 
pectation; and how much ſoever my condition 
required food, I could not ſwallow a morſel ; ſo 
much did I take to heart my preſent ſituation. 
To diſpel the cruel images which inceſſantly af- 
flicted me, my keeper, in vain, exhorted me to 
drink, by extoling the excellence of his wine, Had 
he given me nectar, I ſhould have drank it with- 
out pleaſure, at that time, He perceived my 
chagrin, and changing his battery, began to re- 
count, in a pleaſant manner, the hiſtory of his 
own marriage, But I heard his narration with 
ſuch abſence of thought, that when it was ended, 
I could not have repeated one word of what he 


| ſaid, He concluded, that he undertook too much, 


in attempting to divert my ſorrow that evening; 
and when ſupper was over, he got up, ſaying : 
« Signior de Santillane, I will leave you to your 


repoſe, or rather, to muſe at leiſure upon your 


misfortune, But, I repeat it again, it will not be 
of long duration: the King is naturally good: 
when his wrath ſubſides, and he ſhall reflect upon 
the deplorable ſituation, in which he believes you 
to be, he will think you ſufficiently puniſhed.”? 
So ſaying, Mr. Keeper went down ſtairs, and ſent 
up his ſervants to uncover the table. They car- 
ried off every thing, even to the candles, and 1 
went to bed by the melancholy light of a W 
that was fixed to the wall. 


r. 


His reflections before he wvent to ſleep, and an account of 
the noiſe that awaked him, 


Spent two hours at leaſt, in refleQing upon 
what Tordeſillas had told me. I am confined 
hero, then, ſaid I to myſelf, for having contri- 
Vol, III. 3 buted 
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'buted to the pleaſures of the heir apparent. How 


imprudent was I, in doing ſervices of that kind, 
to ſo young a prince : for, his tender years alone 
make me guilty, Had he been in a more advanced 
age, the king would, perhaps, have laughed at 
that which now incenſes him ſo much, But who 
can have given ſuch a piece of information to 
that monarch, without fearing the reſentment of 
the prince, or that of the Duke of Lerma, who 
will, doubtleſs, revenge his nephew the Count de 
Lemos, How then has the king diſcovered it ? 
that I cannot comprehend, 

Hither my doubts always returned, The idea, 
however, that afflicted me moſt, that drove me to 
deſpair, and from which my mind could not de- 
tach itfelf, was the pillage to which I concluded 
my effects had been abandoned. My ſtrong box ! 
cried I, my dear riches, what is become of you ? 
ĩnto whoſe hands are you fallen ? alas ! I have loſt 
you, even in leſs time than that in which you 
were amaſſed! 1 painted to myſelf the diſorder 


that muſt then reign in my houſe z and, on that 


ſuhject, made reflections, every one more melan- 
choly than another. The confuſion of ſo many 


different thoughts, threw me into an oppreſſion 


that became favourable ; and ſleep, which had a- 
voided me the preceding night, ſhed his influence 
over my ſenſes, To this, the goodneſs of the bed, 
the fatigue which I had undergone, as well as the 
vapours of the victuals and wine, contributed. 1 
enjoyed a profound ſleep, and, probably, the day 
would have ſurprized me in this condition, had I 
not been waked, all of a ſudden, by a noiſe 
pretty extraordinary for a priſon, I heard the 


ſound of a guitarre, accompanied with a man's } 


yoice, I liſtened with attention, and hearing no 
| more, 
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more, believed it was a dream: but, in a mo- 
ment, my ear was ſtruck again with the ſound of 


the inſtrument, and the ſame voice; that ſung the 
foliowing verſes, PE Ee 


Ay de mi! un ano felice 
Parece un ſoplo ligero ; 
Pero fin dicha un inſtante 
Es un figlo de tormento. 


My ſorrow was increaſed by this couplet, which 
ſeemed to have been made on purpoſe for me. 
I have but too well experienced the truth of theſe 
words, (ſaid I) methinks the ſeaſon of my pro- 
ſperity paſſed away very ſoon, and that I have been 
already a whole age in priſon. I relapſed into a 
terrible reverie, and began again to deplore my fate, 


as if 1 had taken pleaſure in the taſk. My la- 


mentations, however, ended with the night; and 
the firſt rays of the ſun, with which my chamber 
was enlightened, a little calmed my diſquiet, 1 
got up to air my room, -by opening the window, 
and ſurveyed the country, of which I remembered 
Mr. Keeper had given ſuch a fine deſcription. But 
I could find nothing ta juſtify what. he had ſaid : 
the Erema, which I imagined was, at leaſt, equal 
to the Tagus, appeared to be no more than a ri- 
vulet, its flowery banks were bedecked with the 

nettle and thiſtle only, and the pretended delight- 
ful valley preſented nothing to my view, but lands 

for the moſt part barren and uncultivated. Pro- 


| bably, I was not yet arrived at that ſweet melan- 


choly, which made things appear otherwiſe, than 
I beheld them at that tine. re 


Alas! a year of pleaſure paſſes like a fleeting 
breeze; but a moment of misfortune ſeems an age of 


pain, 
„„ 1 


e 
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I began to put on my cloaths, and was already. | 
half dreſſed, when Tordeſillas came in, followed 


| by an old woman-ſervant, who brought ſhirts and 


towels for my uſe. *© Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid he) 
here is linnen : don't be frugal of it; for I ſhall 
take care to let you have as much as you can uſe, 
Well, (added he). how did you paſs the night ? 
were your ſorrows ſuſpended for a few moments 
by ſleep?” * I fhould have ſlept, perhaps, till 
now, (anſwered I) had I not been awaked by a 
voice, accompanied by a guitarre. “ The ca- 
valier, who has diſturbed your repoſe, (ſaid he) is 
a ſtate priſoner, whoſe chamber is contiguous to 
yours. He is a knight of the military order of 
Calatrava, and has a very amiable appearance: 
his name is Don Gaſton de Cogollos. You may, 
if you pleaſe, viſit and eat with one another. You 
will find a mutual conſolation in each other's 
—_—_— which will be very agreeable to 

th 3» ; 

I aſſured Pon Andrea, that I was extremely 
ſenſible of his kindneſs, in permitting me to unite 
my grief with that of the cavalier; and as I ex- 
prefſed ſome impatience to be acquainted with 
that companion in misfortune, our obliging keeper 
procured me the pleafure that very day; and 
carried me to dinner with Don Gaſton, who ſur- 
prized me with his beauty and fine ſhape. You 
may judge what he muſt be, to make ſuch a 
ſtrong impreſſion upon eyes accuſtomed to behold 
the moſt ſhining youth at court. Imagine to your- 
felf, a man made for love, one of thoſe heroes of 
romance, who, by ſhewing themſelves only, could 
rob princeſſes of their reſt, Add to this, that 


Nature, which uſually mingles her gifts, had 2 
dued 
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* dued Cogollos with a great deal of underſtanding | 
and valour; ſo that he was a perfect cavalier, _ 
was charmed by this knight, I had alfo the- 
b good fortune to be agreeable ta him. He ao more 

ſung_in the night, for fear of incommoding me, 

— notwithſtanding my entreaties, that he would not 
ceonſtrain himſelf. on my account. An intimacy is 
ſoon contracted between two perſons oppreſſed by 


' misfortune; A tender friendſhip was the imme- 


diate conſequence- of our acquaintance, and be- 
came ſtronger and ſtronger every day. The liberty 
we enjoyed of converſing together when We 
. Pleaſed, was very uſeful” to us both; ſince, by 
dur diſcourſe, we aided one another, reciprocally, 
to bear our misfortune with patience. a 
One afternoon, entering his room, juſt as. he 
was going to play on his guitarre, that I might 


«4 hear him the more conveniently, I ſat down on a 


tool, which was all the ſeat he had; and he 
placing himſelf on his bed's feet, played a very 
moving air, and ſung words to it, which expreſſed 
the deſpair to which the cruelty of a lady reduced 
her lover. When he had done, I ſaid to Him, 
with a ſmile, © Signior Knight, theſe are words 


\ which you was never obliged to employ in your - 


amours: you are too well qualified to find e 


women cruel. “ You have too good an opinion. 


of me, (he replied,;). I compoſed, in my own be- 
half, the verſes which you have heard, to ſoften a 
heart which I believed harder dan diamond, and 
move to compaſſion a lady wh treated me "with | 
extreme rigour, 1 muſt entertain*you- with that 
ſtory, by wich you wal allo None * 8. "ny 
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CHAP. VI, 


The hiſtory of Don Gaſton 4 Cogolles, and Donna Helena 
de Galiſteo. 


OT much leſs than four years ago, I ſet 
out from Madrid for Cora, to viſit Donna 
Eleonora de Laxarilla, my aunt, one of the richeſt 
widows in Old Caſtile, whoſe heir I am. I was 
no ſooner arrived at her houſe, than love began 
to invade my repoſe, The windows of my a- 
partment faced the lattices of a lady, who lived 
oppoſite to my aunt's houſe ; and I could eaſily 
perceive her, by the aſſiſtance of the width of her 
grates, and the narrowneſs of the ſtreet, I did 
not neglect the opportunity; and found my neigh- 
bour ſo handſome, that I was enchanted at once, 
I expreſſed my ' paſſion ſo plainly, by my eyes, 
that ſhe could not be miſtaken. She perceived it 
accordingly ; 3 but was not at all diſpoſed to pride 
herſelf in her obſervation, and Mill leſs to anſwer 
my coquettries. | 
I made enquiries about this dangerous perſon, 
who captivated hearts ſo ſuddenly; and learned, 
that her name was Donna Helena; that ſhe was 
the only daughter of Don George de Galiſteo, who 
poſſeſſed a rich manor a few leagues from Coria; 
that many matches had been in her offer; but her 
father rejected them all, becauſe he was reſolved 
to give her in marriage to his nephew Don Au- 
guſtin de Olighera, who, in the mean time, had 
the privilege of ſeeing and converſing with his 
couſin every day, I was not diſcouraged by this 
piece of information: on the contrary, it inflamed 


my paſſion ; and the proud pleaſure of ſupplanting 
2 beloved rival, excited me, perhaps, even more 
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than my love, to purſue my point, I continued 


then to addrefs Helena with the moſt paſſionate 


looks: I ſupplicated her maid Felicia in the ſame 
language, in order to implore her aſſiſtance. I 
even talked on my fingers, But theſe gallantries 
were of no uſe. I made as little impreſſion on 
the maid as on her miſtreſs : they ſeemed equally 
cruel and inacceſſible, 

Since they refuſed to anſwer the language of my 
eyes, I had recourſe to other interpreters z and 
ſet people at work, to difcover what acquaintances 
Felicia had in town. They got notice, that an 
old gentlewoman, called Theodora, was her beſt 
friend, and that /they often viſited one another. 
Overjoyed at this diſcovery, I. went to Theodora 
in perſon, and by preſents, engaged her in my 
intereſts. She eſpouſed my cauſe, promiſed to 
procure for me a private converſation with her 
friend, at her houſe, and kept her promiſe the 
very next day. I am no longer unhappy, (ſaid 
I to Felicia) ſinee my misfortunes have excited 


your compaffion, How much am I indebted tg 


your friend, for having prevailed upon you, te 
grant me the ſatisfaction of an interview !'' Sig: 
nior, (anſwered the) Theodora can do any thing 


with me; ſhe has engaged me in your behalf 3 


and if it be in my power to make you happy, 


vou ſhall ſoon enjoy your wiſh; but, with all my 


good-will, I don't know that I can give you much 
aſſiſtance : for, not to flatter you, you have never 
formed a more difficult enterprize, You are in 
love with a lady, who is ppepoſſeſſed in favour of 
another cavalier : and what ſort of a lady! one 
ſo full of pride and diffimulation, that if, by dint 
of perſeverance and aſſiduity, you ſhould ſucceed 


ſo far as to cot her ſome bghs, don't imagine m_ 
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her pride will give you the pleaſure of heating 
them. © Ah! my dear Felicia! (cried I, in a 
tranſport of grief) why do you deſcribe the ob- 
ſtacles which I have to ſurmount! I am aſſaſfinated 
by your information ! deceive me rather than drive 
me to deſpair !'* S0 ſaying, I took one of her 
hands, and preſſing it in mine, put upon her fin- 
a diamond worth three hundred piſtoles, ac- 
companied by ſuch maving expreſſions, as vrought | 
the tears into her eyes. 
She was too much affected by my diſcourſe, and 
too well ſatisfied with my behaviour, to leave me 
altogether without conſolation. She began to 
fmooth the difficulties a little, ſaying, ** Signior, 
what I have repreſented, ought not to deprive you 
of hope, Your rival, 'tis true, is not hated ; he 
is at liberty to come and viſit his couſin, and talk 
to her whenever he pleaſes ; and this is a circum- 
ſtance favourable for you. Their being accuſtom- 
ed to ſee one another every day, renders their 
converſation a little languid : they ſeem to part 
without pain, and meet again without pleaſure : 
one would think they are already married. In 
a word, I don't perceive that my miſtreſs has a 
violent paſſion for Don Auguſtin : : beſides, as to 
perſonal qualifications, there is a difference be- 
tween you and him, that muſt turn to your ac- 
count, in the eyes of ſuch a delicate young lady as 
Donna Helena, Be not 0. therefore: 
continue your gallantry, which I will ſecond; 
and I will not let ſlip one opportunity of making 
every thing you do to pleaſe her, turn out to your 
account with my miſtreſs, In vain ſhall ſhe at- 
tempt to diſguiſe her ſentiments, I will ſoon diſ- 
cover om, | in ſpite of her diſſimulation.“ | 
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After this converſation, Felicia and 1 parted, 
very well ſatisfied with one another. I prepared 
anew to ogle Don George's daughter, whom 1 
treated with a ſerenade, in which the verſes you 
have heard were ſung by a fine voice, which I had 
provided for the purpoſe. After the concert, the 


maid, in order to ſound her miſtreſs, aſked how 


the had been entertained, * The voice (ſaid 
Donna Helena) gave me pleaſure.” « And were 
not the words which were ſung very moving? 
replied the maid, *© I paid no attention to them, 


| (faid the lady) I liſtened to the tune only. I took 


no notice of the verſes, neither do I defire to 
know who gave the ſerenade. If that be the 
caſe, (cried the waiting-woman) poor Don Gaſton, 
de Cogollos, is far out in his reckoning, and not 
very wiſe in ſpending his time in looking at our 
lattices,” „ Perhaps it may not be he, ( ſaid 
the miſtreſs, coldly) but ſome other cavalier, who 
has declared his paſſion for me, by this concert.“ 
ce Pardon me, madam, (replied Felicia) it is no 
other but Don Gaſton ; by this token, that he 
accoſted me this morning, in the ſtreet, and begged 
me to tell you, that he adores you, in ſpite of the 
rigour with which you repay his love ;z and that, 
in ſhort, he would think himſelf the happieſt of 
mankind, if you would allow him to expreſs his 
tenderneſs, by addreſſes and entertainments. This 


_ difcourſe (added ſhe) ſufficiently proves that I * 


not miſtaken.“ 
Don George's daughter changed countendnce, 


all of a ſudden, and darting a ſevere look at her 


maid; © You might have diſpenſed. (ſaid ſhe) 
wh repeating that impertinent converſation to 

Let me have no ſuch reports ſor the future, 
if you Pleafe ; ans if that * .youth ſhall have, 5 
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the preſumption to ſpeak to you again, tel! him 
to make his addreſſes to one who will regard his 
gallantry more than I do, and to chuſe a more ho- 
nourable paſtime, than that of being all day long 


at his windows, to obſerve what I do in my apart- 


ment. | if | 
All this was faithfully reported to me, in a fe- 


cond interview with Felicia, who pretending that 


1 muſt not take the words of her miſtreſs in a 
literal ſenſe, would have perfuaded me that the 
affair went on ſwimingly. But 1, who was ig- 
norant of fineſſe, and did not believe that the text 


could be explained in my favour, diſtruſted the 


commentary ſhe made. She laughed at my dif- 
fidence, called for paper and ink, and faid 2 


9 Signior Knight, write immediately to Donna 
Helena, in the tile of a deſponding lover. Paint 


your ſufferings in the moſt paſſionate colours, and 
in particular, complain of her prohibiting you to 
appear at your windows, Promiſe to obey her, 
but, at the ſame time, aſſure her, that it will coſt 
you your life, Put this into ſuch expreſſions as 
you gentlemen are ſo well ſkilled in, and leave the 
reſt to me. 1 hope the event will do more honour 
to my penetration than you imagine.” 

Had I neglected this, I ſhould have been the 
firſt lover, who did not take the advantage of ſuch' 
an opportunity to write to his miſtreſs. I com- 
poſed a moſt pathetic letter, and before I ſealed it, 
ſhewed it to Felicia, who having read it, ſaid, 


with a ſmile, that if women have the art of cap- 


tivating the men, theſe laſt, in return, know very 
well how to cajole the women.” The waiting- 
maid took my letter, then laying ſtrong injunctions 
on me to keep my windows ſhut for a few rota 
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&« Magam, (caid ſhe 1 to pang Helena, when 
ſhe went home) I met Don Gaſton, who did not 
fail to make up to me, and endeavoured to ſooth 
me with flattering expreſſions. He aſked, with a 
faultering voice, like a criminal who expects his 
ſentence, if I had delivered his meſſage to you, 
Then I, faithful and ready to execute your orders, 
cut him ſhort with a vengeance ; inveighed againſt | 


him, loaded him with reproaches, and left him in 


the ſtreet, confounded at my petulance. © Iam 
overjoyed- (replied Donna Helena) that you have 
rid me of that importunate young fellow : but 
there was no occaſion to ſpeak rudely to him. A 
young woman ought always to be gentle in her 
behaviour. © Madam, (ſaid the maid) a paſ- 
fionate lover is not to be baniſhed by words pro- 


nounced with a gentle air. Nay, this is ſeldom ac- 


compliſhed by indignation and rage, Don Gaſton, 
for example, was not repulſed, After having 
loaded him with reproaches, (as I have ſaid) I 
went to the houſe of your relation, whither you 
ſent me; and that lady, unfortunately, detained 
me too Jong : I ſay too long, becauſe, on my re- 
turn, I found my man again, whom, I aſſure you, 
I did not expect to ſee, I was ſo much diſturbed 
at ſight: of him, that my tongue, Which never 
failed me before, could not furniſh me with one 
ſyllable. In the mean time, what does he? he 
ſlipt a paper into my hand, which I kept, without 
knowing what I did, and then diſappeared in an 
inſtant.“ 

So ſaying, ſhe pulled my letter out of her bo- 
ſom, and gave it, by way of joke, to her miſtreſs, 


who taking it as for diverſion, read it over, and 


then affected reſerve, © Truly, Felicia, (ſaid ſhe, 
with a ſerious air) you are a fool and a mad 
OD 4 ; | crea- 
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creature, to receive this billet, What will Don 
Gaſton think of it? and what muſt I believe,? 
Your conduct gives me cauſe to diſtruſt your fide- 
lity; and may make him ſuſpect, that I am 
pleaſed with his paſſion. Alas! perhaps he ima- 
gines, at this inſtant, that I peruſe, with pleaſure, 
the characters which he has wrote. You ſee to 
| what ſhame you have expoſed my pride.” O! 
not at all, madam, (replied the maid) he can en- 
tertain no ſuch thoughts: and, ſuppoſe he did, 
he ſhall not preſerve them long. I will tell him, 
when next I ſee him, that I have ſhewn his let- 
ter to you; that you looked at it with indifference ; 
and, in ſhort, without reading it, tore it with the 
moſt mortifying contempt,” “ You may ſafely 
ſwear that I have not read it, (ſaid Donna Helena.) 
I ſhould be at a loſs, if obliged, to repeat two 
fingle words of it. Don George's daughter was 
not contented with talking in this manner ; ſhe 
tore my billet, and forbid her woman to talk to 
me for the future. 

As I promiſed to play the gallant no more at 
my windows, fince the fight of me gave offence, 
I kept them ſhut ſeveral days, to render my obe- 
dience more affecting; but to ſupply thoſe looks 
of which I abridged, I prepared new ſere- 
nades for my cruel Helen. One night 1 repaired 
under her balcony with muſicians, and the guitarres 
were already ſtruck up, when a cavalier came 
(word in hand, and diſturbed the concert, laying 
about him at a furious rate, among the performers, 

who immediately betook themſelves to flight. The 
rage that animated that bold intruder, awaked 
mine: I advanced to puniſh him, and an obſti- 


nate combat began, Donna Helena and her at- 
_ tendamt 


= 4 _* w# 


"OIL B L AS. 213 
tendant hearing the noiſe of ſwords, looked thro* 
the lattice, and ſeeing two men engaged, waked 
Don George and his valets by their cries : theſe, 
as well as ſeveral people in the neighbourhood, 


came running to part the combatants, but they ar- 


rived too late, and found no body on the field of 
battle, but a cavalier almoſt without life, weltering 
in his own blood; and I was ſoon known to be 
that unfortunate perſon, I was carried to the houſe 
of my aunt, whither the moſt expert ſurgeons 
in town were called to my aſſiſtance. Every body 
pitied my fate, and Donna Helena in particular, 
who then diſcovered the bottom of her foul, Her 
diſſimulation gave way to her ſentiment, and ſhe 
was no longer that diſdainful creature, who piqued 
herſelf upon appearing inſenſible to my pafſion, 
She was now a tender lover, that abandoned her- 


ſelf to ſorrow without reſerve. She ſpent the reſt 


of the night in mourning with her maid, and in 
curſing her couſin Don Auguſtine de Olighera, 
who they concluded muſt have been the author of 
their tears; as in effect it was he who had fo diſ- 

agreeably interrupted the ſerenade. Being as great 


a difſembler as his couſin, he had perceived my 


intentions, without ſeeming to take any notice of 
them ; and imagining that ſhe favoured my flame, 
had commited this action, to ſhew that he was not 
quite ſo paſſive as ſhe believed him to be. Ne- 
vertheleſs, this melancholy accident was ſoon for- 
gotten, by reaſon of the joy that followed it. Tho 
I was dangerouſly wounded, the ſkill of the ſur- 
geons ſaved my life, but I ſtill kept my chamber, 
when my aunt Donna, Eleonora went to Don 
George, and demanded his daughter for me in 
marriage. The father conſented to this the more 

Vor. III. . willingly, 
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willingly, becauſe he at that time looked upon 
Don Auguſtine as a man whom perhaps he ſhould 
never ſee again, The good old gentleman was 
afraid that his daughter would not beſtow herſelf 
on me without reluctance, becauſe her couſin 
Olighera had enjoyed the liberty of viſiting her 
when he would, and of acquiring her affection at 
leiſure ; but ſhe ſeemed fo well diſpoſed to obey 
her father in this affair, that we may conclude it 
is an advantage among the ladies, to be a new 
comer in Spain, as well as elſewhere. 

As ſoon as I could have a private converſation 
with Felicia, I underſtood how much afflited her 
miſtreſs had been at the, bad ſucceſs of my duel ; 
ſo that having no longer any reaſon to doubt that 
I was the Paris of this Helen, I bleſſed my wound, 
fince it turned out ſo propitious to my love, and 
obtained of Signior Don George the permiſſion of 
ſpeaking to his daughter in preſence of her maid, 
What a delightful converſation this was! I in- 
treated, I prefſed the lady in ſuch a manner, to 
tell me if her father in yielding her to my tender- 
neſs, had done any violence to her inclination ; 
that ſhe owned I was not beholden to her obe- 
dience alone. After this charming confeſſion, 
my whole ſtudy was to pleaſe her, and contrive 
entertainments, until the day of our nuptials, which 
were to be celebrated by a magnificent cavalcade, 
in which all the nobility of Coria and the neighbour- 
hood intended to appear. 

I gave a grand entertainment to Don George and 
his daughter, with alt their relations and friends, 
at a ſuperb country-houſe which my aunt had 
without the town, on the fide of Manroi. Here 
à concert of vocal and inſtrumental muſic was 
* by my order, with a — 
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of ſtrollers to repreſent a comedy, In the middle 


of the feaſt, one came and whiſpered to me, that 


there was a man in the hall, who wanted to ſpeak 
with me. I got up from table to ſee who it was, 
and found a ſtranger, who looked like a valet de 
chambre, and who preſented to me a letter, which 
I opened, and read theſe words. 


4 T* you have a regard for your honour, as every 
« + knight of your order ought to have, you will 
< not fail to be to motrow morning in the plain 
% of Manroi, where you will find a cavalier ready 
© to give ſatisfaction for the injury you received 
© from him, and to put you, if he can, out of 
& condition to eſpouſe Donna Helena, 

| Don Auguſtine de Olighera . 


If love has great influence over the Spaniards, 
revenge has ſtill mote, I could not read this bil- 
let in tranquility, The very name of Dori 
Auguſtine kindled a fire in my veins, which had 
almoſt made me forget the indifpenfable duty which 
J had that day to perform, I was tempted to 
ſteal away from the company, and go in ſearch of 


my enemy on the inſtant. I conſtrained myſelf 


however, for fear of diſturbing the feaſt, and ſaid 
to the man who brought the letterz © Friend, 
tell the cavalier who ſent you, that I am too de- 
firous of re-ingaging him, to fail of meeting him 
to-morrow morning before fun-rife, at the ap- 
pointed place. | 

Having ſent away the meſſenger with this anſwer, 
I rejoined my gueſts, and reſumed my place at 
table, where I compoſed my countenance ſo well, 
that no body had the leaft ſuſpicion of what paſ- 
ſed within me. I appeared during the reſt of the 
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day, as much entertained as any of them with the 
pleaſures of the feaſt, which ended about midnight, 


when the aſſembly broke up, and every one re- 


turned to the town, in the ſame manner as he had 
come out. As for my part, I ſtaid in the country- 
houſe, on pretence of taking the air next morn- 
ing ; but the true reaſon was, that I might be 
the ſooner at the rendezvous. Inſtead of going to 


bed, I waited with impatience for day, which as 


ſoon as I perceived, I mounted my beſt horſe, and 
ſet out alone, as if I intended to take a ride in 
the country, I advanced towards Manroi, and 
diſcovered in the plain a man on horſeback, com- 
ing towards me at full ſpeed ; upon which I put 
ſpurs to my horſe, to ſave him one half of the 
way. We ſoon met, and I found it was my 
rival. Knight, (ſaid he in an inſolent tone) it 
is with regret, that I come to blows with you a 
ſecond time ; but it is your own fault. After the 
adventure of the ſerenade, you ought to have re- 
nounced Don George s daughter with a good grace; 
or at leaſt take it for granted, that you would not 
be ſo eaſily quit, if you perſiſted in your addreſſes 
to her.“ You are too proud (anſwered I) of 


an advantage which perhaps you owed more to 


the darkneſs of the night, than to your ſuperior 
fkill. You don't conſider that the ſucceſs of theſe 
rencounters depends often on accident. It is 
never accidental with me, (ſaid he with an arro- 
gant air) and I will now ſhew you, that by day 
as well as night, I know how to puniſh thoſe 
audacious knights who interfere with me.“ 

_ I made no reply to this haughty ſpeech, but 
alighted inſtantly, Don Auguſtine did the ſame : 
we tied our horſes to a tree, and began to fight 
with equal vigour, I will frankly own, _—_ 
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had to do with an enemy who puſhed much better 
than I, altho? I had been two years at ſchool, He 
was a compleat fencer ; I could not poffibly have 
expoſed my. life to greater danger. Nevertheleſs, 
as it often happens, that the ſtrongeſt is vanqui- 
ſhed by the weakeſt, my rival, in ſpite of all his 


| ſkill, received a thruſt that went thro' his heart, 


and fell ſtone dead in an inſtant. ; 

I returned immediately to the country-houſs, 
where I informed a valet de chambre, whom 1 
could - truſt, of what had happened, and ſaid to 
him, Dear Ramira, before juſtice can take cog» 
nizance of this event, take a good horſe, and give 
my aunt notice of the adventure. Aſk of her 
ſome money and jewels,” and bring them to me at 
Plazencia, where thou wilt find me in the firſt 


inn you come to as you enter the city.“ 


Ramira acquitted himſelf of his commiſſion 
with ſuch diligence, that he arrived at Plazencia 
three hours after me. He told me, that Donna 


Eleonora was more pleaſed than afflicted at the 


news of a duel that revenged the affront which 
J had received in the firſt ; and that ſhe had ſent |. 
me all her ready money and jewels, to enable me 
to travel agreeably in foreign countries, until the 
ſhould get the affair accommodated, 

To paſs over ſuperfluous circumſtances, I wilt 
only inform you, that I croſſed New-Caſtile, to 
the kingdom of Valencia, in order to embark at 
Denia, from whence- I took a paſſage for Italy, 
where I put myſelf in a condition to viſit different 


courts, and appear in a ſuitable character. 


While far from my Helen, I endeavoured as 
much as in me lay, to beguile my love and ſor- 
rows; ſhe mourned my abſence in ſecret at Coria. 
Inſtead. of ' approving of the proſecution that her 
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family ſet on foot againſt. me on account of Oleg- 
hera's death; ſhe wiſhed that all. enmity might 
ceaſe, and my return be haſtened by a ſpeedy ac- 
commodation. Six months had already elapſed 
fince ſhe had loſt me, and I believe her conſtancy 
would have ſtil] triumphed over time, had ſhe had 
nothing elſe but time to combat: but ſhe had till 
more powerful enemies, Don Blas de Combados, 
a Gentleman from the weſtern ſide of Galicia, came 
to Coria, to take poſſeſſion of a rich eſtate which 
had been in vain diſputed by his couſin Don Mi- 
guel de Caprara; and he ſettled in that country, 
finding it more agreeable: than his own. Comba- 
dos was well made, had an agreeable polite be- 
haviour, and was one of the moſt inſinuating men 


in the world; ſo that he ſoon became acquainted 


with all the people of faſhion in the town, and 
was no ſtranger to their private affairs. 

It was not long before he learned that Don 
George had a daughter, whoſe dangerous beauty 
ſeemed to inflame the men only for their ruin. 
This piqued his curieſity: he longed to ſee ſuch a 
formidable lady : for this purpoſe, he ſought the 
friendſhip of her father, and ſucceeded ſo well, 
that the old. man already looked upon him as his 
ſon-in-law ; gave him admittance to his houſe, 
and the liberty of ſpeaking in his preſence to Donna 
Helena. The Galician ſoon fell in love with her. 
That was inevitable, He opened his heart to Don 
George, who conſented to his. propoſal ; but told 
him, that, reſolving not to conſtrain his daughter, 
he left her miſtreſs of her own hand, Upon this, 
Don Blas put in practice all the gallantries which 
he could deviſe, to pleaſe the lady, who ſeemed 
inſenfible to them all, ſo much was her heart en- 
grolled by me, Felicia however was in the inte- 
BIN 4 reſts 
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reſts of the cavalier, who engaged her by preſents, 
to eſpouſe his cauſe. She therefore employed all 
her addreſs in behalf of his paſſion; on the other 
hand, her father ſeconded the chamber - maid by 
his remonſtrances; and nevertheleſs, all their ef- 
forts during a whole year could only torment Pon- 
na Helena, without ſhaking her W in the 


leaſt. 


Combados ſeeing that Don George and Felicia 
intereſted themſelves for him in vain, propoſed an ex- 
pedient to overcome the obſtinacy of a lover ſo pre- 
poſſeſſed as ſhe was. This (faid he) is what I have 
contrived: we will ſuppoſe that a merchant of 
Coria has received a letter from an Italian factor, 
in which, after a detail of things concerning com- 
meree, are the following words.“ 
A 

“ A Spaniſh cavalier, whoſe name is Don 
* Gaſton de Cogollos, has lately arrived at the 
«© court of Parma, He calls himfelf nephew and 
«« fole heir of a rich widow who lives at Coria, 
« under the name of Donna Eleonora de Laxarilla, 
«© He has demanded the daughter of a powerful 
«© nobleman in marriage, but will not ſucceed un- 
« til the truth is known, I am defired to ap- 
© ply to you for this purpoſe : pray let me know 
« then, if you are acquainted with this Don 
«© Gaſton, and in what the riches. of his aunt 
1 confiſt z for your anſwer will decide the mar- 
* Nr | Parma, &C,"" 


The old man looked upon this trick as à piece 
of wit or ſtratagem pardonable in love; and the 
waiting-woman, till leſs ſcrupulous than her 
maſter, approved of it very much. The inven- 
tion ſeemed to them the more ingenious; as they 
. | knew 
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knew Helena to be a proud girl, capable of taking 
an inſtantaneous reſolution, provided ſhe ſhould 
have no ſuſpicion of the cheat, Don George un- 
dertook to inform her of my change; and, to make 
the thing ſeem more natural, carried along with 
him the merchant who had received the pretended 
letter from Parma, The ſcheme was executed ac- 
cordingly, The father, in an affected paſſion of 
rage and vexation, ſaid to Helena, Daughter, I 
will no longer obſerve to you, that my relations 
daily requeſt that I will not admit the murderer of 
Don Auguſtine into my family, I have a ſtronger 
reaſon to give you to day, in order to detach you 
from Don Gaſton, You ought to be aſhamed of 
your fidelity to him, He is a fickle perfidious 
wretch, Here is a certain proof of his infidelity, 
Read this letter, which a merchant of Coria has 
received from Italy.“ Helena trembling took the 
fictitious letter, read it over, conſidered every ex- 
preſſion, and was thunder-ſtruck at the news of 
my inconſtancy. A ſentiment of tendernefs made 
her ſhed ſome tears; but ſoon recalling all her 
pride, ſhe dried them up, and ſaid te her father 
with a reſolute tone, *©* Signior, you have been 
witneſs of my weakneſs, bear witneſs alſo of the 
victory 1 gain over myſelf, Tis done. I now 
deſpiſe Don Gaſton, and look upon him as the 
loweſt of mankind. Rut let us talk no more a- 
bout him. Come, I am ready to follow Don Blas 
to the altar: let my marriage precede that of the 
perfidious man who has ſo ill repaid my love.“ 
Don George, tranſported with joy at theſe words, 
embraced his daughter, applauded her vigorous 
reſolution, and glad of the happy ſucceſs of his 
ſtratagem, made haſte to 1 the 1 of 
my rival. | 

Donna 
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Donna Helena was thus raviſhed from me, 
She yielded herſelf ſuddenly to Combados, with- 
out liſtening to love, which at the bottom of 


her heart ſpoke in my behalf, or even doubting 


a moment of a piece of news which might have 
been ſuſpected in a lover of leſs credulity, The 
haughty maid liſtened to nothing but her pride, 
and the reſentment of the injury which ſhe thought 


| her beauty had received, prevailed over the intereſt 


of her tenderneſs. A few days after her marriage 


| however, ſhe felt ſome remorfe for having been 


fo precipitate, She reflected that the merchant's 


letter might have been feigned, and that fuſpicion 
gave her ſome uneaſineſs: but the amorous Don 


Blas gave his wife no time to cheriſh thoughts pre- 
judicial to her repoſe, His ſole ſtudy was to amuſe 


| Her; and in this he ſucceeded by a continual ſuc- 
ceſſion of various pleaſures, which he had ww 


—_—_— to invent. 


She ſeemed very well fatisfied with ſuch a * 


lant huſband, and they lived together in perfect 


harmony, when my aunt accommodated my affair 


with the relations of Don Auguſtine ; and wrote 


immediately to Italy, to advertiſe me of her ſue- 
ceſs, Being then at Regio, in the farthermoſt part 


of Calabria, I went over into Sicily, from thence 


to Spain, and at length repaired to Coria on the 
wings of love. Donna Eleonora, who had not in 


her letter mentioned the marriage of Don George's 


daughter, informed me of it on my arrival; and 


obſerving that I was afflicted at the news, you 
are in the wrong, nephew (ſaid ſhe) to be ſo much 
grieved at the loſs of an unfaithful woman. Take 


my advice, and baniſh from your memory a per- 


ſon OP of * a A" in oth 
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As my aunt was ignorant of the deceit which 


had been practiſed on Donna Helena, ſhe was in 
the right to talk in this manner, and could not have. 
given me a more prudent advice; which therefore 


of indifference, if I found myſelf incapable of 
vanquiſhing my paſſion. I could not however re- 
ſiſt my curioſity, to know how this marriage had 
been made, and to be informed of the particulars, 
I reſolved to apply to Felicia's friend Dame Theo- 
dora, whom I have mentioned before, I went 
to her houſe, and there by accident found Felicia, 
who expecting nothing leſs than to ſee me, was con- 


founded, and endeavoured to go away, that ſhe 


might avoid an explanation, which ſhe concluded 
I would demand. I ſtopt her, ſaying, ©© Why do 
vou fly me? js not the perjured Helena fatisfied 
with having made a facrifice of my happinefs ? 
has ſhe forbid you to hear my complaints ? or do» 


you only want to eſcape me, that you may make 


a merit with the ungrateful woman, of having re- 
fuſed me the hearing? 


« gignior, (anſwered the waiting-woman) ” 


freely own myſelf confounded at your preſence, - I 


cannot behold. you again, without feeling my heart 


torn with remorſe, My miſtreſs has been de- 
ceived, and I have been an unfortunate accomplice 
in ſeducing her. O heaven! (cried I) have you 
the preſumption to tell me ſo? Explain yourſelf 
immediately. Then ſhe gave me an account of 
the ſtratagem which Combados had praiſed to rob 


me of Donna Helena; and perceiving that her de- 
tail pierced me to the very foul, ſtrove to give me 
ſome conſolation : the offered me her good offices 
with her miſtreſs, promiſed to diſabuſe her, to 


* my deſpair; in a word, to ſpare nothing to 
ſoften 


I promiſed to follow, or at leaſt to affect an air 


lena to ſee me. This, however, ſhe acco 
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ſoften the rigour of my deftiny : in fine, ſhe save 


me hopes that aſſuaged my ſorrows a little. . 
I paſs over the infinite contradictions un- 

derwent, before ſhe could prevail upon Dogina He- 
25 
and it was concerted between them, that I ſhould 
be privately admitted into the houſe of Don Blas, 
the firſt time he ſhould go to an eſtate, where he 
uſually ſpent a day or two in hunting. This de- 


ſign was ſoon put in execution: the huſband ſet 


out for the country ; I was informed of the occa- 
fion, and one night introduced into his wife's 
apartment, 

I would have begun the converſation with re- 
proaches ; but my mouth was ſtopt, © Itis in 
vain to recal what is paſt, (ſaid the lady) the bu- 
ſineſs here is not a fond reconciliation ; and you 
are miſtaken if you believe me diſpoſed to flatter 
your inclination. I declare to you, Don Gaſton, 
that my only motive for giving my conſent to this 
private interview, in conſequence of the preſſing 
inſtances which have been made, is to tell you 
from my own. meuth, that henceforth you mult 
Kudy to forget me altogether. Perhaps I might 
have been better ſatisfied with my fate, had it been 
joined to yours ; but fince heaven hath ordained it 
otherwiſe, I chearfully ſubmit to its decrees.” 

* How, Madam! (anſwered I) is it not enough 
that I have loſt you, and ſee the happy Don Blas in 
quiet poſſeſſion of the only perſon I am capable of 
loving! muſt I alſo baniſh you from my thought? 
You would deprive me of my love, and rob me 
of the only bleffing that now remains. Ah, cruel 
woman! do you think it poſſible for any man 
whom. you have once charmed, to retrieve his 
heart? Know yourſelf better, and ceaſe exhorting 

me 
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me in vain; to chace your idea from my 'remem- 


brance. Well then, (ſhe. replied with precipi- 
tation) do you alſo ceafe to hope that I will fa- 
vour your love with any return, I have but one 
word to ſay : the wife of Don Blas ſhall never be 


the lover of Don Gaſton, Take your meaſures 


accordingly ; fly from this place ; and let us put a 
ſpeedy end to a converſation with which I upbraid 
myſelf, in ſpite of the purity of my intentions ; 
and which I ſhall think myſelf guilty in- pro- 
longing. »3 

At theſe words, which deprived me of the laſt 
glimpſe of hope, I fell at her feet ; I addreſſed her 
in the moſt pathetic manner; I even employed 
tears to melt her : but all this ſerved only to ex- 
cite, perhaps, ſome ſentiments of -pity, which the 
was careful of concealing, and which were- ſacri- 
ficed to her duty. After having to no purpoſe ex- 
hauſted all my moving expreſſions, my prayers and 
tears; my tenderneſs changed of a ſudden into 
rage. I unſheathed my ſword, to ſtab myſelf be- 
fore the eyes of the inexorable Helena; who no 
ſooner perceived my intention, than ſhe threw her- 
ſelf upon me, to prevent the conſequence. © Hold, 
Cogollos, (ſaid ſhe) is it thus you conſult my 
reputation ? In depriving yourſelf of life, you 
are going to load me with diſhonour, and make 
my huſband paſs for an aſſaſſin,” 

I was fo poſſeſſed with deſpair, that, far from 
yielding to theſe words the attention which they 
deſerved, my whole endeavour was to baffle the 
efforts of the miſtreſs and her maid, to ſave me 
from my own fatal deſign ; and without doubt, I 
ſhould have ſucceeded but too ſoon, if Don Blas, 
who having been appriſed of our interview, inſtead 
of going to the country,. had concealed _— 
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hind the tapeſtry, to overhear our converſation, 
had not come and joined us with all expedition, 
c Don Gaſton, (cried he, holding my arms) recal 
your ſcattered reaſon ; and do not baſely yield ta 
the fury that tranſports you,” 

cc Is it your buſineſs (ſaid I, interrupting Com- 
bados) to diſſuade me from my defign ? You ought 
rather, with your own hand, to plunge a poignard 
in my boſom, You are injured by my paſſion, un- 
fortunate as it is. Is it not enough that you ſur- 
prize me at night, in your wife's apartment? Ig 
there more required to rouſe your revenge ? Stab 
me at once, and rid yourſelf of a man who can- 
not ceaſe adoring Donna Helena, until he ceaſes to 


live,” In vain (anſwered Don Blas) you endea- 


vour to intereſt my honour ſo far, as to give you 
death: you are ſufficiently puniſhed by your raſh 
neſs; and I am ſo well pleaſed with the virtuous 
ſentiments of my wife, that I pardon the occaſion 
which ſhe took to ſhew them, Take my advice, 
Cogollos, (added he) do not deſpair like a weak 
lover, but ſubmit to neceſſity with courage. 

© The prudent Galician, by ſuch diſcourſe, calmed 
my rage a little, and waked my virtue: I retired 
with the deſign of removing far from Helena, and 


the places that ſhe inhabited; and in two days re- 
turned to Madrid, where, reſolving to employ my- 


ſelf wholly in making my fortune, I appeared at 
court, and there began to make friends : but I was 
ſo unlucky as to attach myſelf in particular to the 
Marquis of Villareal, a Portugueze nobleman, who 
being ſuſpeRed of a defign to deliver Portugal from 
the dominion of Spain, was impriſoned in the 
caſtle of Alicant, where he now remains. As the 
duke of Lerma knew that an intimacy ſubſiſted. 
between that nobleman and me, he cauſed me to 
Vor. III. X 


= — . — 


226 The ADVENTURES of 


be arreſted alſo, and conducted to this place: that 
miniſter believes, that I am capable of being an 


. accomplice in ſuch a ſcheme ; and he could not 


have committed a greater outrage upon a noble 
Caſtilian.” 

Here Don Gaſton left off ſpeaking ; and I, to 
conſole him, ſaid, ** Signior Chevalier, your ho- 
noyr can receive no ſtain from this diſgrace, which 
will, doubtleſs,. in the end, turn to your advantage, 
When the Duke of Lerma ſhall be convinced of 
your innocence, he will certainly beſtow upon you 
a conſiderable employment, in order to re-eſtabliſh 
the reputation of a gentleman unjuſtly mo of 


CHAP. VII, 


Scipi finds Gil Blas in the tewer of Segovia, ak tells 
bim à great deal of news, 


: 


UR converſation was interrupted. by Torde- 

ſillas, who coming into the chamber, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to me in theſe terms. Signior 
Gil Blas, I have deen ſpeaking to a young man 
whe preſented himſelf at the priſon-gate, and 
aſked if you was not in confinement here. When 
I refuſed to ſatisfy his curiofity, he ſeemed very 
much mortified. Noble captain (ſaid he, with 
tears in his eyes) don't reject the humble requeſt T 
make, to know if Signior de Santillane is in this 
place. I am his chief domeſtick, and you will do 
a charitable action, in allowing me to ſee him. 
Yeu-are looked upon in Segovia as a gentleman 
of great humanity ;z and I hope you will not re- 
fuſe me the favour of converſing a moment with 


Fay dear maſter, who is not ſo guilty as unfor- 


tunste“ * . (continued * nn 
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the young man expreſſed ſuch a deſire of ſeein 


you, that I have promiſed to give him that ms 
faction at night.“ 

I aſſured Tordeſillas, that he could not do me 
a greater pleaſure than to admit that young man, 
Who, probably, had ſomething to communicate, 
which it imported me very much to know, 1 
waited with impatience for the moment that was 
to offer my faithful Scipio to my eyes; for I did 
not doubt that it was he 5 ahd I was not miſtaken, 


He was introduced into the tower in the evening g 


and his joy, which mine alone could equal, broke, 
forth in 1 tranſports, when he ſaw me. 
For my part, I was ſo much overjoyed at fight of 
him, that I held out my arms, and he hugged me 
in his, without ceremony: the diſtinction between 
maſter and ſecretary were loſt in this embrace z o 
glad were they to ſee one another. 

When we were a little diſengaged, Linterrogated! 
Scipio about the condition in which he left 
houſe. © You, have no houſe, (he replied) and, 
to ſpare you the trouble of aſking unneceflary 
queſtions, -I will tell you, in two words, what 
paſſed at home. Your effects were pillaged, as 
well by the ſoldiers as by your own ſervants 5 who 
looking upon you as a loſt man, paid themſelves 
their own wages with what they could carry off 
Luckily for you, 1 had the addreſs to ſave from 
their talons two large bags of double piſtoles, which 
I took out of your ſtrong box, and fecured, by 


putting them into the cuſtody of Salero, who 


will re-deliver them as ſoon as you ſhall be re- 
leaſed from this tower, where I believe you will 
not be long boarded at his Majeſty's expence ; be- 
cauſe you was apprehended without the n 
of che Duke of Lima.“. 

X 2 I 


as merry as if I had cauſe to be ſo, Far from re- 
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I aſked how he came to know that his excellency 


had no hand in my misfortune. * O! as for that, 
(ſaid he) I took care to be well informed : a friend 
of mine, who enjoys the confidence of the duke 
d'Uzeda, told me all the particulars of your impri- 
ſonment.”* ©* Calderona (ſaid he) having diſcovered, 
by the officiouſneſs of a valet, that Signiora Sirena, 
under another name, received the prince of Spain 
in the night-time ; and that this intrigue was con- 
duQed by the Count de Lemos, with the aſſiſtance 
of Signior de Santillane, reſolved to be revenged 


on them as well as upon his miſtreſs, With this 


view, he went privately to the Duke d'Uzeda, and 
diſcovered the whole affair. The duke, raviſhed 
at having in his hand ſuch a fair opportunity of 
ruining his enemy, did not fail to uſe it: he in- 
Formed the king of what he had heard, and re- 
preſented to him with great zeal the perils to 
which the prince had been expoſed. This piece 
of news rouſed the indignation of his Majeſty, 
who immediately ordered Sirena to be ſhut-up in 
the houſe of correction, baniſhed the Count de Le- 
mos, and condemned Gil Blas to perpetual impri- 
ſonment. This (added Scipio) is what my friend 
told me ; by which you ſee that your misfortune 
is the work of the duke d'Uzeda, or rather of 
Calderona.” 

From this information, I imagined that my af 
fairs might be retrieved in time; that the duke of 
Lerma, piqued at his nephew's exile, would exert 
Himſelf to have that noblemen recalled to court: 


and 1 flattered myſelf, that I ſhould not be for- 


gotten by his excellency. What a fine thing hope 
is! It conſoled me all of a ſudden for the loſs of 
my effects, which had been ſtolen; and made me 


garding 
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garding my priſon as an unhappy abode, where 1 
ſnould perhaps end my days, it appeared rather as 
the means that fortune had uſed to raiſe me to 
ſome great poſt: for I reaſoned with myſelf in this 
manner : the partizans for the prime miniſter are 
Don Fernando Borgia, Father Jerome of Florence, 
and, in particular, Brother Lewis d'Aliaga, who 
owes to his intereſt the place he at preſent poſſeſſes 
at court, With the aſſiſtance of theſe powerful 
friends, his excellency will demoliſh all his foes ; 
or perhaps the ſtate will ſoon alter its appearance z 
his Majeſty is very ſickly; and as ſoon as he ſhall | 
be no more, the prince his ſon will begin his 
reign by recalling the Count de Lemos, who will 
immediately releaſe me from this place, and pre- 
ſent me to the new monarch, who will load me 
with favours, Thus, already elevated with future 
pleaſures, I ſcarce felt my preſent misfortune : but - 
I believe the two bags of doubloons, which my 
ſecretary told me he had depoſited with the gold- 
ſmith, contributed, as much as this hope, to the 
ſ udden change of my diſpoſition, 7 
I was too well ſatisfied with the zeal and inte- | 
grity of Scipio, to be filent on that fubject: I of- 
fered him the half of the money which he had pre- 
ſerved from the pillage; but this he refuſed: © I 
expect (ſaid he) another mark of acknowledge- 
ment.“ As much ſurpriſed at his diſcourſe as at 


his refuſal, I aſked what I could do for him. 


« Don't let us part, (anſwered he) allow me to 
attach my fortune to yours : I have a friendſhip for 
you which I never felt for any other maſter,” 
© And I can aſſure thee, child, (ſaid I) there is no 
love loſt; the very firſt moment thou cameſt to offer 
thy ſervice, I. was pleaſed with thy appearance : 


we -muſt have been born under the Balance, or 
| X 3 | Gemini, 
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Gemini, which are ſaid to be the two conſtellations 
that unite the friendſhip of men. 1I willingly ac- 
cept the ſociety thou haſt propoſed ; and will begin 

= * by intreating the keeper to ſhut thee up with 
me in this tower.“ Nothing can give me more 
pleaſure, (cried he) you anticipate my defire. 1 
was juſt going to conjure you to aſk that favour of 

him: your company is dearer to me than liberty 
itſelf : I will only ſometimes go to Madrid on the 
ſcout, and ſee if ſome change may not have hap- 
pened at court which can be favourable to you: 
ſo that in me you will enjoy at once a confident, 
courier and ſpy.” 
| Theſe advantages were too conſiderable to be 
rejected: I therefore kept along with me a perſon 
ſo uſeful, with the permiſſion of the obliging 
keeper, who could not refuſe me ſuch an agreeable 
conſolation, - 


CHA p. VIII. 


The noti ver and ſucceſs of Scipio's firſt journey 10 Madrid. 
Gil Blas falls Ack: the conſequence of his diſtemper. 


F it be uſually obſerved, that we have no 
greater enemies than our domeſticks; it muſt 
likewiſe be owned, that when they happen to be 
faithful and affectionate, they are our beſt friends. 
After the zeal that Scipio had manifeſted, I could 
not look upon him but as another ſelf. There was, 
therefore, no more ſubordination between Gil Blas 
and his ſectetary 3 z no more ceremony: they lodged .| 
together in the ſame room, uſing. the ſame table 
and bed. | 
There was a great deal of gaity in Scipio's con- | 
verſation ; he might have been juſtly firnamed the | 
| good-bumoured lad ; e he had a good head, 
«7 3 and 
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and I profited by his advice. Friend, (ſaid 1 
to him one day) methinks it would be no bad 
ſcheme for me to write to the duke of Lerma: 
this could produce no bad effect: What is thy 


opinion of the matter © Yes; but (anſwered 


he) the great are ſo different from themſelves, at 
different times, that I don't know how your letter 
will be received: nevertheleſs, I am of opinion, 
that you ſhould write in the mean time. Although 
the miniſter loves you, you muſt not truſt to his 
friendſhip, for being remembered by him : theſe 
kind of patrons eaſily forget thoſe who are out of 
ſight or hearing.” 

Although this was but too true, I replied ; 
c J judge more favourably of my patron, to whoſe 
kindneſs for me I am no ſtranger: I am per- 
ſuaded, that he pities my affliction, which in- 
ceſſantly preſents itſelf to his mind : he, probably, 


: waits until the king's wrath ſhall ſubſide, before - 


he takes me out of priſon.“ In good time, (he 
reſumed) I wiſh your opinion of his. excellency may 
be right : : implore his aſſiſtance. then by a very 
moving letter, which I will carry to him ; and I 
promiſe to deliver it into his own hand.“ 


I. immediately called for paper and ink, and com- 


poſed a morſel of eloquence, which Scipio thought 


very pathetic, and Tordeſillas preferred even to 


the homilies of the archbiſhop of Grenada, | 

I flattered myſelf, that the Duke of Lerma wauld 
be moved with compaſſion, in reading the melan- 
choly account which I gave him, of the miſerable 
condition in which I was not; and in that con- 
fidence diſpatched my courier; who no ſooner ar- 
rived at Madrid, than he went to the miniſter's 


houſe, and met a valet de chambre of my ac- 
ee who procured for him an opportunity 


vi 
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of ſpeaking to the duke. My lord, (ſaid Scipio; 
preſenting to his excellency the paquet with which 
he was intruſted) one of your moſt faithful ſer= 
vants, ſtretched upon ſtraw, in a diſmal dungeon 
of the tower of Segovia, moſt humbly intreats 
your grace to read this letter, which a turnkey, 
out of pity, gave him liberty and means to write.“ 
The miniſter opened, and peruſed the letter : but 
although he beheld in it a picture capable of melting 
the moſt obdurate ſoul, far from ſeeming affected 
at my diftreſs, he raiſed his voice, and, in the 
hearing of ſeveral perſons preſent, ſaid to the cou- 
rier, with a furious air; Friend, tell Santillane, 
that be has a great deal of aſſurance to addreſs 
himſelf to me, after the unworthy action he has 
committed, and for which he is ſo juſtly chaſtiſed. 
He is a wretch who muſt not depend upon my 
protection; for I ne him to the reſentment. 
of the king.“ | | 

Scipio, in ſpite of all his efvontery; was diſcon- 
certed at this diſcourſe ; but, notwithſtanding his 
confuſion, endeavoured to intercede for me. My 
lord, (he reſumed) the poor priſoner will die of 
grief, when he hears the anſwer of your excel- 
lency.” The duke made no reply to my media- 
tor, but by a ſtern look, and turned his back up- 
on him. It was thus the miniſter treated me, 
the better to conceal the part he had in the amo- 
rous intrigue of the Prince of Spain: and this 
ought to be a warning to all little agents, whom 
noblemen uſe in their ſecret and dangerous nego- 
tiations. 

When my ſecretary returned to Segovia, and 
made me acquainted with the ſucceſs of his com- 
miſſion, I was replunged into the dire abyſs of 


deſpondency, in which I found myſelf the firſt 
day 
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day of my impriſonment. I thought myſelf even 
ſtill more unhappy, fince I had now no reaſon 
to expect the protection of the Duke of Lerma. 
My courage ſunk apace, and, notwithſtanding all 
that they could ſay to raiſe it again, I became a 
prey to the moſt keen ſorrow, which threw me, 
by degrees, into a moſt violent fever. 
Mr. Keeper, who intereſted himſelf in my pre- 
ſervation, imagining that he could not do better 
than call phyſicians to my aſſiſtance, brought two 
to viſit me, who, by their appearance, ſeemed 
zealous miniſters of the goddefs Libitina *®, *©* Sig- 
nior Gil Blas, (ſaid he, preſenting them to me) 
here are two Hippocrates's come to ſee you, they 
will ſet you afoot again in a little time. I was 
ſo much prejudiced againſt all manner of phyſi- 
cians, that I ſhould have certainly given them a 
very bad reception, had I been in the leaft de- 
ſirous of living; but at that time I felt myſelf ſo 
much tired of life, that I was glad Tordeſillas had 
put me into their hands. 

5e Signior Cavalier, (ſaid one of theſe doftors. 
to me) in the firſt place, you muſt repoſe an 'en- 
tire confidence in our ſkill,” I have a moſt 
perfect dependence on it, (anſwered I:) with your 
aſſiſtance, I am very ſure that, in a few days, 1 
ſhall be cured of all my diſtempers.“ © Yes, (he 
replied) with God's help, you ſhall, Ar leaſt, 
we will do our endeavour for that purpoſe.” 
Theſe gentlemen actually behaved to a miracle, 
and put me into ſuch a good way, that I was 
viſibly poſting to the other world. Don Andrea 
deſpairing of my recovery, had already ſent for a 
| Franciſcan friar, to prepare mg for my end. The 


*The goddeſs who preſides over funerals, * 
good 
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Yood father having done his duty, had already re- 
tired; and I myſelf believing that my laſt hour 
hed, beckohed Scipio to the bed-fide, 
& My dear friend, (ſaid I to him; with a faint 
voice, ſo much was I enfeebled by the medicines 
I had taken, and the bleedings I had undergone) 
J leave to thee one of the bags which are at 
Gabriel's houſe, and conjure thee to carry the 
other into the Aſturias, to my father and mother, 
who muſt have great occafion for it, if they be 
Rill alive, But, alas! I fear they could not bear 
up againſt my ingratitude: the report which, 
doubtleſs, Muſcada made to them of my hard- 
heartedneſs, has, perhaps, occaſioned” their death. 
H heaven hath preſerved them, in ſpite of the 
ifference with which I requited their affection, 
give them the bag of doubloons, and beg them, 
from me, to pardon my unnatural behaviour, If 
they are no more, I charge thee to employ the 
money, in cauſing prayers to be put up for the 

repoſe of their ſouls and mine.“ So ſaying, I 
ſtretched out my hand, which he bathed with 
his tears, without being able to anſwer one word 
fo much was the poor young man afflicted at the 
proſpect of loſing me. This proves that the tears 
df an heir are not always the tears of joy diſguiſed. 
1 lay thus, in expeRation of my exit: but I 
was baulked, My daQtors having abandoned me, 
leit the field free to nature. I was ſaved by their 
deſertion. The fever, which, according to their 
prognoſtic, was to carry me off, quitted me im- 
mediately, as if it intended to give them the lie. 
I recovered. gradually, and by the greateſt good 
luck in the world, a perfect tranquillity of mind 
was the fruit of my diſeaſe. I then had no need 
of conſolation : I entertained for riches and lo- 
[4:23 nours, 
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nours, all the contempt which the opinion of ap- 
proaching death had made me conceive ; and now 
reſtored, as it were, to myſelf, bleſſed my misfor. 
tune. . I thanked heaven for it, as for a particular 
favour, and firmly reſolved never to return to 
court, even if the Duke of Lerma ſhould recal me, 
I propoſed, rather, if ever I ſhould be releaſed, ta 
purchaſe a cottage, and live in it like a philoſopher, 
My confident approved of my deſign, and told 
me, that, in order to haſten the execution of it, 
he intended to go and ſollicit my enlargement at 
Madrid. There is a thing come into my head, 
(added he) I know a perſon who can ſerve you, 
She is the favourite waiting-woman of the Prince's 
nurſe, and a girl of underſtanding, I will make 
her apply to her miſtreſs in your behalf; and will 
attempt every thing to get you out of this tower, 
which is till a priſon, notwithſtanding the good 
treatment you receive in it.“ “Thou art in the 
right, (anſwered I) go, my friend, and begin this 
negotiation, without loſs of time, Would to heas 
yen we were already in our retreat * 


CHAP. IX, 


Scipio returns to Madrid, and procures the enlargem 
F Gil Blas, on certain conditions, What courſe they, 
ier together, wvhen they leave the tower of Segovia, 
and the converſation that paſſes between them, 


CIPIO ſet out once more for Madrid; and I, 

in expectation of his return, applied myſelf ta, 
reading, being furniſhed with more books than'TL 
wanted, by Tordeſillas, who borrowed them from, 
an old commander that could not read, though he 
had a fine library, to maintain the appearance of 
2 literati, I loved, in particular, good works of 
2 | 8 | mo⸗ 
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morality, becauſe I found in them, every moment, 
paſſages that flattered my averſion for the coutt, 
and my inclination for ſolitude, 

I ſpent three weeks, without hearing a ſyllable 
of my agent, who at length returned, and ſaid to 
me with a gay air, This time, Signior de San- 
tillane, I bring good news; Madam the nurſe in- 
tereſts herſelf in your behalf. Her maid, at my 
intreaty, in conſideration of an hundred piſtoles 
that I have conſigned to her, has been ſo generous 
as to engage her to beg your releaſe of the Prince 
of Spain ; and that prince, who, as I have already 
obſerved, can refuſe her nothing, has promiſed to 
aſk it of the King his father. I am come hither 
in a hurry, to apprize you of it, and ſhall return 
immediately, to put the finiſhing ſtroke to the 
Work.“ So ſaying, he left me, and went back to 

His third trip was not of long duration, In 
eight days my man returned, and told me, that 
the Prince had, not without difficulty, obtained 
my releaſe. This piece of information was con- 
firmed the ſame day, by Mr. Keeper, who em- 
braced me, ſaying, « My dear Gil Blas, thank 
heaven ! you are free! the gates of this priſon are 
open to you; but upon two conditions, which, 
perhaps, will give you a great deal of pain, and 
which I am obliged to inform you of, though not- 
without regret. His Majeſty forbids you to ap- 
pear at court, and orders you to'quit the kingdom 
of Caſtile, in a month. I am very much morti- 
fied that you are prohibited from going to court,” 
« And I am overjoyed at it, (I replied :) God 
- knows what my opinion of it is. I expected but 
one favour from the King, and I have received 
two. | | 
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Being aſſured that I was no longer priſoner, 1 
hired two mules, which my confident and L 
mounted next day, after having bid adieu to Co- 
gollos, and returned a thoufand thanks to Torde- 
ſillas, for all the marks of friendſhip I had received 
at his hands. We ſet out merrily for Madrid, to 
retrieve, from the hands of Signior Gabriel, our 
two bags, in each of which were five hundred - 
doubloons, My aſſociate ſaid to me by the way, 
&© If we are not rich enough to buy a magnificent 
eſtate, we can, at leaſt, purchaſe a commodious - 
one.*” © So. we had but a hut, (anſwered I) 1 
ſhould be ſatisfied with my condition: for, though 
T am ſcarce in the middle of my career, I feel my- 
ſelf quite detached from the world, and intend, 
for the future; to live for myſelf only, Beſides, I 
muſt tell thee, I have formed an enchanting idea 
of a country life; the -pleaſures of which I enjoy 
by anticipation. Methinks I already behold the 
enamelled meads, hear the nightingales ſing, and 
the brooks murmur. Sometimes I divert myſelf in 
hunting, and ſometimes in fiſhing. Imagine to 
thyſelf, my friend, all the different pleaſures that 
await us in ſolitude, and thou wilt be as much 
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charmed with it as I am. With regard to eating, 


the moſt ſimple nouriſhment is the beſt, A mor- 
ſel of bread may ſatisfy us when we are hungry, 
and the appetite with which we eat it, will make 
us think it excellent food. The pleaſure does not 
conſiſt in the quality of exquiſite diſhes, but cen- 
ters wholly in ourſelves ; and this is ſo true; that 
the moſt delicious of my meals are not thoſe in 
which the greateſt delicacy and abundance reign. 
Frugality is a ſource of delights, and wonderfully 
conducive to health, | EE 24 
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% By your leave, (Signior Gil Blas, faid my fe. 
cretary, interrupting me) I am not altogether of 
your opinion, with regard to the pretended frugality, 
you praiſe ſo much. Why ſhould we live like 
Diogenes ? if we indulge our appetites a little, 
we ſhall not find ourſelves a bit the worſe for it. 
Take my advice, and ſince we have, thank God, 
wherewithal to render: our retreat agreeable, let us 
not make it the habitation of hunger and poverty, 
As ſoon as we ſhall have got poſſeſſion of our land, 
we muſt fortify our houſe with good wines, and 
all other proviſions ſuitable to people of taſte, who 
do not quit the commerce of mankind, with a 
view-of renouncing the conveniencies of life ; but 
rather to enjoy them with more tranquillity, 
* That which a man has in his houſe (ſays He- 
e ſiod) never hurts him; whereas, that which he 
c has not, may. It is better (adds the ſame au- 
ce thor) for a man to have all things neceſſary in 
his poſſeſſion, than in his wiſh only.?“ 

* How the devil! Mr. Scipio, (cried I) come 
you to know the Greek 'poets? Ha! where did 
you pick up acquaintance with Hefiod ??* © In 


the houſe of a learned man, (he replied.) I ſerved 


a pedant at Salamanca fome time. He was a great 
commentator, and would toſs you up a large vo- 
lame in a twinkling, compoſed of Hebrew, Greek 
and Latin quotations, taken from books in his 
library, and tranſlated into the Caſtilian tongue. 
Ay I was his amanuenſis, I retained in my memory 
a great number of ſentences, as remarkable as that 
which I repeated. If that be the caſe, (ſaid I) 
your memory is well garniſhed, But, to return 
to our ſcheme, in what kingdom of Spain do you 
think we mould eſtabliſh our philoſophical reſi- 
cence f* © v vote for Arragon, (replied my con- 
| fident) 


fident) we will there find alin ſpots, where 


we may lead a delicious life. Well, (ſaid I) 


be it ſo. Let us fix in Arragon. I conſent to the 


propoſal; and I wiſh we may there find a place 


of abode, that will afford all thoſe 3 * 


which I feaſt my imagination.“ 


CHAP. X, 


Therr behaviour at Madrid, Gil Blas meets a cividi 


perſon in the flreet, The conſequence of that meet- 
ing. 


HEN we arrived at Madrid, we alizhted 
at a ſmall houſe, where Scipio had lodged 


in his expeditions; and the firſt thing we did, 


was to repair to Salero, in order to retrieve our 


doubloons. He gave us a very civil reception, 


and expreſſed a good deal of joy in ſeeing me at 


liberty, © I proteſt. to you, (ſaid he) I was ſo 


much affected with your misfortune, that I con- 


ceived a diſguſt at all alliances with courtiers, 


their fortunes are ſo uncertain z and therefore, 
gave my daughter Gabriela in marriage to a 


wealthy merchant. © You were in the right, 
. (anſwered I:) for beſides, that this match is more 
ſolid, a citizen, who marries his daughter to a 
man of quality, has not always reaſon to be ſatiſ- 
- fied with monſieur his ſon-in-law.” 
Then ſhifting the ſubject, and coming to the 


purpoſe, © Signior Gabriel, (added I) be ſo good, if 
you pleaſe; as to deliver the two thouſand piſtoles, 


which” ------<© Your money is ready for you,” 


ſaid the goldſmith, interrupting rhe, who con- 


ducting us into his cloſet, ſhewed us the two bags, 


with notes upon them, containing theſe words : 
7 Theſe bags of doubloons belong to Signior Gil 
Y 2 % Blas 
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% Blas de Santillane,” There they are, (ſaid 
he) juſt as they were committed to my care.“ 

I thanked Salero for the ſervice he had done 
me; and very well conſoled for the loſs of his 
daughter, carried the bags home, where we began 

to examine our double piſtoles, The tale. was 
Juſt, after having deducted about fifty, which had 

n employed to procure my enlargement, Our 
ſole ſtudy now, was to put ourſelves in a condi- 
tion to depart for Arragon. My ſecretary under- 
took to buy a chaiſe and two mules, and I pro- 
vided ourſelves in cloaths and linen, While I was 
. going from one place to another in the ſtreets, bar- 
gaining for what I wanted, I met Baron Steinbach, 
that officer of the German guards, in whoſe houfe 
Don Alphonſo had been brought up. 

I ſaluted that cavalier, who knowing me alſo, 
om and embraced me with great affection. I 
am extremely glad (ſaid I to him) to ſee your 
- Jordſhip in fuch good health, and to find at the 
{Came time an opportunity of hearing of Don Cæſar 
and Don Alphonſo de Leyva.) I can give you 
a certain account of them both, (anſwered he) for 
they are no actually at Madrid, and lodge in my 
ſs. About three months ago they came to town to 
thank his Majeſty for a poſt which Don Alphonſo 
had received, in conſideration of the ſervices which 
his anceſtors had done the ſtate, He is made go- 
vernor of the city of Valencja, without having 
aſked the place, or even deſired any body to ſollicit 
for him. Nothing can be more generous ; and 
this ſhews that our monarch delights in recom- 

nſing valout.”? 

Though I mew, much better than the Baron de 
Steinbach, what the true motive was, I did not 


ſeem to know any thing of the matter; but ex- 
| preſſed: 
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preſſed ſuch a vehement deſire to ſalute my old 
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maſters, that, in order to ſatisfy me, he carried 
ne me home with him immediately, I was curious | 
nis to try Don Alphoriſo, and judge, by the reception 
an I ſhould meet with from him, whether or no he 
as 2 had any remains of affection for me. I found him 
ad in a hall, playing at cheſs with the baroneſs; and 
ur as ſoon as he perceived me, he quitted the game, 4 
i- got up, and advancing towards me with tranſport, | 
r- preſſed my head within his arms, ſaying, with 1 
= marks of real joy, Santillane, have I found you | 
8 again! I am overjoyed at meeting with you! it [i 
— was not my fault that ever we parted: for, I de- | 
E ſired you, if you remember, not to leave the caſtle 
e of Leyva. You had no regard to my requeſt 


but I am far from being angry with you on that 
, account, I am even beholden to you, for the 
[ motive of your retreat. But, fince that time, you 
| ought to have let me hear from you, and ſpared 
| 
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me the trouble of ſending in vain, to find you at 

Grenada, where Don Fernando, my brother- in- 
law, wrote me, you was.“ 

After this gentle reproach, he continued, Tell 

me what your buſineſs is at Madrid. You have, I 

$ | ſuppoſe, ſome employment here. Be aſſured that 

I ſhare as much as ever in what concerns you.“ 

F< Signior, (anſwered I) ſomething leſs than four 

months ago, I filled a pretty conſiderable poſt at 

court; having had the honour to be ſecretary and 

. .confident to the Duke of Lerma.“ © Is it poſ- 

ſible! (cried Non Alphonſo, with extreme aſtoniſh- 

ment) what! was you in the confidence of the 

prime-miniſter ?** © gained his favour, (ſaid I) 

and loſt it in the manner you ſhall hear.“ I then 

. recounted the whole ſtory, and ended my narra- 

tion with the reſolution I had taken, to buy, with 


the 
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the ſlender remains of my paſt proſperity, a cot- 
tage, in which I propoſed to lead a retired life. 
The ſon of Don Cæſar having liſtened very at- 
tentively, replied, © My dear Gil Blas, you know 
I always loved you. You ſhall be the ſport of 
fortune no more, I will deliver you from her 
power, by making you maſter of an eſtate, which 
ſhe cannot deprive you of. Since you deſign to 
live in the country, I beſtow upon you a ſmall 
farm, which we have hard by Lirias, about four 
leagues from Valencia, You know the place, and 
it is a preſent which we are in a condition of 
making, without incommoding ourſelves in the 
leaſt, I dare anſwer for my father's conſent, and 
know that it will give great pleaſure to Sera- 

1 threw myſelf at the feet of Don Alphonſo, 
who immediately raiſed me up. I kiſſed his hand, 
and more charmed with the goodneſs of his heart, | 
than with the value of his favour, © Signior, 
(ſaid I) your behaviour enchants me. The pre- 
ſent which you make, is the more agreeable, as 
it precedes the knowledge of a piece of ſervice 
which I did you: and I would rather owe it to 
your generoſity than to your acknowledgment,” 
My governor was a little ſurprized at my diſ- 
courſe, and did not fail to aſk what this pretended 
ſervice was. I told him; and the information re- 
doubled his ſurprize, He, as well as the Baron 
de Steinbach, was far from thinking that the go- 
vernment of the city of Valencia, had been be- 
Nowed upon him by my intereſt. Nevertheleſs, 
as he could not doubt my veracity ; Gil Blas, 
(ſaid he) ſince I owe my poſt to you, I don't in- 
tend to confine my gratuity to the little farm of 
Lirias, 
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I would rather conſent. to loſe the ſuperfluity of 
what I poſſeſs, Riches are a burden to one in re- 
tirement, who ſeeks only to enjoy quiet.“ 


While we converſed in this manner, Don Czfar 


coming in, expreſſed as much joy at ſeeing me, 


as his ſon had done before; and when he under- 


ſtocd the obligation which his family lay under to 
me, he preſſed me to accept the annuity, which I 
again refuſed, In ſhort, the father and ſon carried 


me inſtantly to a notary's houſe, where they cauſed . 
a deed of gift to be made out, and ſigned it with 


more pleaſure, than they would have felt in ſign- 


ing a deed to their own advantage. When it was 


executed, they put it into my hand, ſaying, The 


farm of Lirias: was no longer theirs, and that 1 
might go and take poſſeſſion of it, when I would, 
They then went back to the houſe of Baron 40 
Steinbach, and I flew to our lodgings, where my 
ſecretary was raviſhed with admiration, when I 


informed him, that we had an eſtate in the king- 
dom of Valencia, and recounted in what manner 
I had made this acquiſition, © How much (ſaid 


he) may this ſmall domain be worth?“ © Five 


hundred ducats per annum, . (I replied) and I can 


aſſure thee, it is a lovely ſolitude, which I know. 


perfectly well, having been there ſeveral times, in 
quality of ſteward to the lords of Leyva, It is a 
ſraall 
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| Lirias, T will give you along with it two thouſand 
ducats yearly.” | 
* Halt there, Signior Don Alphonſo, (ſaid I, 
interrupting him) don't awake my avarice. I have 
too well experienced, that riches ſerve only to cor- 
rupt my morals. I accept, with all my heart, your 
farm of Lirias, where I will live comfortably, with 
the money which I have already in my poſſeſſion, 
- But that is ſufficient; and far from deſiring more, 


